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CHAPTER  I. 

STATE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

AIIIUVAL   OF   BISHOP   DE    PONTBItlAXli. 

(introductory.) 

ir3o— ir-Ai. 

*'  The  history  of  th<*  Ursnliiios  of  Queboc, 
it  has  been  remarked,  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  Canada." 

This  fact,  which  has  already  obliged  us 
to  depict  other  scenes  than  those  of  every- 
day-life in  the  cloister,  invites  ns  again, 
at  this  epoch,  to  cast  a  glance  iipon  the 
state  of  the  country  at  large.     It  will  be 
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jx  rnpid  siirvoy,  snch  rs  may  havo  boon 
irijuhi  hy  llui  noble  Fi«Mu.'hinan  who,  in 
1741,  was  (Mitorii)i^  the  Colony  to  make  it 
his  t'uturt'  home.  It  was  natural  that  the 
n<»wly  consecrated  JJishoj),  lltMiri-Marie 
Ddbreil  i\{}  lOnthiiand,  should  take  a 
dee[)  intere.'^t  in  evi'ry  thinii'  that  n^i^-arded 
a  country  ibr  which,  like  (he  Good  Sht'p- 
hi'rd,  ho  would  lay  down  his  very  lii'o. 

li  was  in  the  last  Jays  of  August,  that 
the  sliip  bi'uring  the  noblt*  Prelate  was 
hailed  from  the  citadel ;  ;;ndsoon  the  glad 
tidings  spread  that  a  Bishop  was  on  ))oard. 
For  many  j^cnirs  i)ast,llie  widowedChuich 
of  Canada  had  looked  in  vain  for  the  plen- 
itude of  her  auth'irity,  and  consequently 
of  h(M'  peac«^  and  strength,  in  the  presence 
of  her  huvful  Head. 

Count  H'^nri  de  Pontbriand  w^as  wor- 
thy to  be  the  successor  of  the  illustrious 
de  Laval  and  deSt.  Valier.  In  him,  France 
was  bestowing  the  last  mitred  i^astor  she 
would  furnish  to  that  Colony  which  relig- 
ion, more  than  her  owMi  policy,  had  found- 
ed, ijuarded,  and  fostered  ;  and  from  which, 
in  less  than  twenty  years  from  our  present 
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date,  her  sceptre  wonld  pass  away,  almost 
wnthout  an  ellort  on  her  part  to  retain  it. 
But  th  /)y-hells  tell  not  the  secret  ol" corn- 
in*^  years;  and  neither  Prelate  nor  people 
foresaw  the  momentous  events  which  the 
future  held  in  store  for  them ;  events 
which  would  Kll  the  cup  of  woe  for  many 
a  smiling  household,  now  only  expectant 
of  grownng  prosperity  ;  and  drench  with 
anguish  the  paternal  heart  of  the  zealous 
Pontiff'  during  the  last  years  of  his  gen- 
erous labors  for  the  good  of  his  people. 

At  this  moment,  however,  all  was  peace 
and  security.  The  new^  Bishop,  with  a 
light  heart  at  the  happy  termination  of  a 
long  sea-voyage,  sets  foot  on  shore.  The 
Marquis  de  Beauharnais,  at  the  head  of 
the  princi})al  Officers  of  government  and 
the  chief  citizens  of  Quebec,  has  given  the 
right  hand  of  w^elcome  to  the  noble  Pre- 
late ;  complimentary  addresses  have  been 
made;  the  capitulary  Vicars,  (de  Miniac 
and  Hazeur,)  surrounded  by  the  clerGry, 
have  presented  their  homage  and  their 
felicitaiions.  All  has  been  cordiality,  grat- 
itude to  Heaven,  mutual  good  Welshes  and 
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mntnal  (l<»Iight  Th(»  TIrsulinos  of  Quoboc 
sliarod  the  puhlicj  rejoicings  in  no  com- 
mon degree.  To  Iheir  jn&t  appreciation 
of  their  pnstor's  mc^rits  on  this  lirst  inter- 
view, they  soon  had  occasion  to  add 
their  gratitude  for  the  many  instances  of 
hjs  paternal  interest  in  their  welfare. 

The  Marquis  de  Beauharnais  had  gov- 
erned the  colony  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
and  might  well  rejoice  in  the  progress 
that  had  been  made  during  his  adminis- 
tration. AIJ  alouix  the  hanks  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  through  more  than  a  hundred 
parishes,  he  could  point  to  thriving  farms 
stock^nl  with  cattle,  set  with  fruit-trees, 
and  yielding  fine  harvests  of  grain,  veg- 
etables, and  all  the  productions  required 
for  living  comfortably  Within  the  snug 
cottage,  the  pleasant  farm-hous(%  and  the 
Seigniorial  manor,  the  busy  wheel  and 
industrious  loom  gave  employment  to 
female  hands,  supplying  the  household 
with  clothing  according  to  the  season. 
Mines  of  copper  and  lea'l  had  been  dis- 
covered along  the  lakes ;  the  Iron  Foundry 
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of  St.  Maurice  ^  hiul  called  the  hidden 
metal  from  its  ore,  and  now  furnished  im- 
plements of  husbandry  and  cutlery  lor 
which  the  people  had  hitherto  been  de» 
pendent  on  France.  The  exports  ot  Ca- 
nada were  no  long'er  conlined  to  p«'ltry, 
but  included  the  surplus  products  of  the 
country,  to  which  miuht  be  added  the 
important  resource  of  ship-building. 

The  good  Bishop  had  reason  to  be 
equally  satisfied  with  the  religious  aspect 
of  his  diocese,  as  far  as  Canada  was  con- 
cerned. Thirteen  establishments  of  edu- 
cation, or  of  chaiity,  published  the  zeal  of 
his  predecessors,  and  gave  evidence  of  the 
spirit  in  which  the  Colony  had  been 
founded.  In  Quebec,  science  iuu  letters 
had  long  been  cultivated  at  the  coll«L»e 
of  the  Jesuits  and  at  the  Seminary  of 
Bishop  Laval.  Montreal  had  the  line 
Seminary  of  the  Sulpicians,  to  diffuse  the 
l)lessings  of  learning  and  piety  among  its 
3000  inhabitants. 

As  to  the  extent  of  the  diocese  and  the 

^  Near  Three-Rivers. 
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niMfrnitudo  of  I  ho  pastoral  rhMr<»o  at  that 
period,  we  must  romonih»»r  that  not  only 
th»^  valley  of  th(^  St.  Jj;iwn»iice  and  the 
regions  oi'  the  North  and  the  W(^st,  but 
the  vast  tracts  watered  by  the  Mississippi 
and  its  branches,  were  un(b»r  the  spiritual 
jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  of  Quebec.  Nor 
was  this  charge  merely  nominal.  The 
hardy  discoverers  who  had  traversed  the 
wildern<'ss  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the 
llocky  Mountains,  had  planted  the  Cross 
and  rais(»d  besiUe  it  the  ilaj;  of  France, 
which  now  floated  over  forts  or  settle- 
ments all  alouii'  these  wide-stretching 
boundaries.  At  one  extremity  was  the 
fine  flourishing  colony  of  Acadia  ^ ;  at  the 
other,  with  an  intervenins:  distance  of 
4000  miles,  were  Mobile  and  New-Orleans. 
Canada  had  a  population  of  40,000  inha- 
bitants. 

If  the  native  tribes,  first  won  to  Chris- 
tianity, had  sensibly  diminished  in  num- 
bers, all  the  vast  inland  country  was 
peopled  with  the  sarage  Ked-men  ;  and 


^  Noya  Scotia. 
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ov<M*  thos(»  tlie  pastoral  solicitude  of  the 
liishop  would  he  exei  ted.  Tlu'  iiuhdati- 
gahle  missionari(\s  continued  their  ardu- 
ous labors,  amid  tht'  iimunierahle  obsta- 
cles pres«Mited  by  the  rovinL]^  lil'e  ol'our 
American  aboriLiiiii's.  Sad  to  say,  m»\v 
obstacles  had  been  ])Ut  to  their  conver- 
sion :  new  vices  had  been  awidvened  in 
these  poor  children  oi'  the  iorest::,  by  the 
conduct  oi' those  vao'ianl  hunters,  les  cou- 
retns  tie  bois,^  who,  tralliekiiig  in  I'ur  and 
ardent  sj^irits,  mii^'ht  well  be  called  the 
missionaries  ol'evil.  Their  livt^s  and  prac- 
tices i'uliy  exeniplilied  a  sayinu'  ol*  our 
venerid>lc  Mother  Mary  of  tht»  Incarna- 
tion, that  "  without  th»^  restraints  of  reli- 
gion, a  Frenchman  would  soon  lav  asitle 
those  of  civilization  and  become  worse 
than  a  savau'e." 

Such  then — in  a  few  woids — was  the 


S  1  Tills  rovin<r  life  had  such  attractions  that  Iaw8 
;  had  to  be  made  to  prevent  tlie  absence  of  so  many 
i  young  Frencliinen  troni  th.p  Coloi^y.  No  fewer  tlian 
bOO,  were,  at  one  time,  th'is  abseit  \vitli..ut  leave.— 

Hi  si.  of  Can. 
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aspect  of  this  vast  country,  coniided  for 
its  spiritual  wants  to  the  cire  of  Bishop 
de  Ponthriand,  in  1741 ;  such  had  it  be- 
come in  the  space  of  a  century,  counling 
from  tliat  feeble  commencement,  that 
weak  infancy  in  which  it  apj^eared  when 
our  Vencriible  Mother,  with  her  heroic 
coiapanions,  first  set  foot  upon  its  soil. 

The  expiration  of  another  century 
[le^Si^]  will  present  a  still  greater  contrast; 
yet  we  shall  see  that  through  all  its  vicissi- 
tudes  and  through  all  its  trials,  from  with- 
in or  from  without,  Canada  has,  thus  far, 
been  "  a  country  especially  guarded  by 
Divine  Providence.  ^  " 

1  Words  of  Vt'ii.  Mere  Marie  de  riiicarnation. 
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CHAPTER  rr. 


THE  URSULINES  IN  17: 


MOTHKR    AJIFOT   OF   THK    CONCKrTIOX. 
GOLDKN    JUBILEES. 

Eevisitin^^  the  cloister,  where,  in  1739, 
Rev.  Mother  Migeon  of  the  Nativity  o> 
cu})ies  the  first  place,  in  a  Community  of 
fifty  one  ^  nuns,  we  naturally  enquire 
who  are  the  "  ancients  ; ''  for  to  them,  as 
to  the  *'  Elders  of  the  people,"  we  look  for 
the  preservation  of  the  chain  of  tradition. 
To  them  it  beloiii^s  to  keep  alive  the 
primitive  spirit  of  the  foundresses,  and 
to  transmit  the  same,  unchanged,  to  suc- 
ceeding: Jienerations. 


'c  o 


Five  worthy  Mothers  whose  ages  range 
from  sixty-six  to  seventy-seven  —  all  of 
whom  have  made  the  Monastery  their 

1  37  choir  nuns  an<l  14  lay-sisters.  See  Glimpses, 
Part  II,  p.  243,  &c. 
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home  for  the  last  half  century — are  in- 
troduced to  us  in  answer  to  our  demand, 
as  follows  :  — 

Mother  Madeleine  Amiot  of  the  Con- 
ception. 

Mother  Louise-Eose  de  Lanaudiere  of 
St.  Catherine. 

Mother  Marie  Anne  Ilobineau  of  the 
Holy  Trinity. 

Mother  Marie  Madeleine  Drouard  of  St. 
Michel,  Assistant. 

Mother  Marie-Jeanne  Chorel  of  St. 
Ursula. 

The  name  of  Mother  Amiot  of  the 
Conception  carries  us  far  back  inio  the 
preceding  century.— She  entered  the  Con- 
vent (1677)  only  live  years  after  the  de- 
cease of  our  Yen.  Mother  Mary  of  f:he 
Incarnation ;  and  when  her  own  death 
occurred  in  1747,  she  had  seen  seventy 
summers  within  the  cloister.  She  had 
lived  twenty-four  years  with  Mother  St. 
Ignatius,  (Miss  Charlotte  Barre,)  eighteen 
with  that  lirst  Parisian  Superior,  Mother 


! 


f 


•0. 
1 


GLIMPSES   OF   THE   MONASTEliY. 


13 


-are  lu- 
i  em  and, 

he  Cou- 
idierc   of 
lu  of  the 
aard  of  St. 
|-el  of   St. 

ot  of  the 
i  into  the 
idtheCon- 
er  the  de- 
XX J  of  fhe 
3wn  death 
n  seventy- 
She  had 
Mother  St. 
)  picjhteen 
or,  Mother 


Si.   Athanasius ;    and    forty    with    Rev. 
Mother  Le  Maire  des  Angos. 

She  is  named  amoiig  the  foundresses 
of  the  Ursulines  of  Three  Rivers;  and 
duriiigher  long  career  of  use  fu  hi  ess  here 
in  Quebec,  she  was  called,  at  various 
times,  to  fill  the  most  laborious  as  well  as 
the  highest  offices. 

Lt't  us,  dear  reader,  rest  a  few  moments 
in  the  company  of  this  venerated  Mother 
Aniiot  of  the  Conception,  who  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  her  days  in  the  shadow 
of  the  sanctuary,  and  see  what  her  ex- 
ample will  teach  us. 

Our  Annals  picture  her  in  the  fresh- 
ness of  "  sweet  thirteen,"  an  only  child, 
led  by  her  fond  mother  into  the  midst  of 
those  brilliant  circles  of  pleasure  which 
constituted  the  fashionable  world  of 
Quebec  at  that  time ;  yet  despising  the 
vain  show  and  rejecting  the  allurements 
of  society  as  an  unworthy  slavery,  w^hile 
as  yet  her  inexperience  could  not  have 
fathomed  the  void,  nor  suspected  the 
dangers  of  the  cup  that  w^as  presented 
her. 
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Permitted,  at  her  earnest  request,  to  re- 
enter the  Convent  as  boarder,  her  in- 
stinctive disgust  for  the  w^orld  serves  as 
a  preparation  for  the  grace  of  a  special 
attraction  for  the  things  of  God  ;  and  be- 
fore the  completion  of  her  fifteenth  year, 
she  has  obtained  for  her  portion  the  lib- 
erty of  the  servants  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
privilege  to  adopt  his  Cross  as  her  only 
inheritance. 

From  the  day  she  is  clothed  v^ith  the 
livery  of  the  Spouse  of  Christ  to  that  later 
periodwhenshe  wears  lightly  the  burthen 
of  her  fourscore  year.-,  she  sheds  around 
her  the  sw^eet  odor  of  edification,  the  bright 
and  shining  example  of  every  virtue. 

Need  we  follow  her  from  year  to  year 
through  the  various  labors  assigned  her 
in  the  house  of  God  ?  Here  all  offices 
are  of  the  same  value  when  their  duties 
are  fulfilled  with  equal  perfection  :  her 
talents  fitted  her  for  all,  and  her  piety 
rendered  all  sweet  and  profitable  to  her- 
self and  to  the  Community. 

Now  we  behold  her  as  ihi  special  ad- 
vocate of  the  devotion  to  the  Sacred  Heart 
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of"  Jesus,  winning  souls  to  love  Him  by 
words  ol' burning  zeal,  while  she  writes 
out  the  billets  of  the  Association  and  ins- 
cribes the  long  Register  of  names  from 
the  time  it  is  opened  [1700]  to  her  dying 
day;  now, with  what  alacrity  she  occu[)ies 
herself  in  adorning  the  Altar  dedicated  to 
that  sweet  mystery  !  or,  passing  to  the 
Chapel  of  Saints,  even  in  the  severest  of 
the  wintry  season,  she  decorates,  with 
filial  care,  the  shrine  of  Our  Lady  of  G-reat 
Power. 

Now,  become  the  most  aged  in  the 
community,  we  hnd  hor  working  with 
her  needle  as  deftly  as  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  fitting  in  the  shades  of  silk, 
as  if  with  colors  from  the  nicest  paint- 
er's pjdotte  ;  or  wreathing,  for  some 
country  church,  leaves  and  flowers  into 
such  tasteful  sprays  as  could  be  sur- 
passed only  by  nature  herself.  Then, 
the  younger  nuns  press  around  her,  won 
as  much  by  her  grace  and  atfaliihty,  as 
by  her  cxcjuisite  skill.  How  often,  while 
guiding  th<'ir  willing  fingers  to  round  the 
opening  moss  rose,  or  spread  the  dazzling 
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pi'tals  of  the  lily,  would  the  good  Mother 
describo  the  Church  of  Miulanie  de  la 
Pel  trio,  and  the  altars  once  decorated  by 
Mother  Mary  of  the  Incarnation,  relating 
many  an  unwritten  trait  of  those  "good 
old  times."  How  often  would  she  express 
her  deep  conviction  of  the  heroic  sanctity 
of  the  venerable  Mother,  adding  an  ardent 
wish  to  see  her  name  on  the  list  of  canon- 
ized Saints.  That  was,  indeed,  the  fre- 
quent subject  of  her  conversations  with 
htn'  Sisters,  and  the  unvaiying  object  of 
her  prayers.  "  The  zeal  and  the  talents  of 
Mother  Aniiot  of  the  Conception,  would 
have  rendered  her  a  lit  instrument  in 
promoting  the  cause  of  the  canonization, 
had  the  times  been  more  propitious  for 
such  an  undertaking."^ 

hi  concluding  her  0})ituary,  the  Annal- 
ist remarks  :  "Although  our  dear  Mother 
Mary  of  the  Conception  was  eighty  five 
years  old,  she  had  none  of  the  usual  in- 
iirmities  of  that  advanced  age.  We  had 
hoped   to  preserve  her   among  us  a  few 

^  Letter  of  Mother  St.  Helen. 
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years  longer,  but  she  was  ripe  for  heaven. 
Our  Blessed  Lord,  w^hom  .she  had  so  often 
crowned  with  flowers  in  the  Sacrament 
of  his  love,  washed  to  crown  her  with 
glory  in  his  kingdom." 

Have  our  readers  recognized  in  Mother 
de  Lanaudiere  of  ISt.  Catherine,  one  of  the 
two  novices  w^ho  commenced  their  career 
alter  the  second  restoration  of  the  Monas- 
tery, by  taking  the  veil  in  that  temporary 
chapel  beneaih  the  community-Hall  in 
1088  ?  '  Mother  St.  Catherine,  and  Mother 
Ivobineau  of  the  Tiinity  have  yet  to  cele- 
brate their  Golden  .]ul)ilee,  and  to  live  to 
see  the  76th  year  of  their  age,  bearing 
cheerfully  their  share  of  the  yoke  of  the 
Lord  during  the  whole  course  of  their 
lung  pilgrimage. 

Mother  Drouard  of  St.  Michel  prolongs 
her  vigorous  existence  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
two,  completing  her  (37th  year  in  religion. 
Having  obeyed  the  call  of  Heaven  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  she  corresponded  to  this 
iirst  grace,   and  after  living  the  hie  of  a 


^  See  Glimpses,  Part  II,  p.  46, 
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good  and  holy  religious  she  dies  with  all 
the  marks  of  predestination,  in  1756. 

Mother  Chorelof  St.  Ursula  [1674-1745] 
meets  us  as  one  who  walks  constantly  in 
the  presence  of  God,  her  happy  memory 
enriched  with  the  maxims  and  the  doings 
of  the  Saints  :  her  tender  piety  is  the  sol- 
ace of  long  years  of  suffering  and  infirmity. 

Historical  records  eimble  us  here 
to  foretell  that  among  the  remaining 
thirty-two  choir  nu'is  in  this  Community 
of  1739,  there  are  hfteen  who  will  cele- 
brate their  Grolden  Jubilee  :  of  these,  ten 
will  see  the  60th,  and  some  the  70th 
anniversary  of  their  religious  profession. 
The  three  novices  of  the  white  veil.  Sister 
Davanne  of  St.  Louis  de  Gonzague,  Sr. 
Kichard  of  St.  Augustin,  and  Sr.  Lagere 
of  St.  Gabriel  are  also  candidates  for  the 
same  honors. 

These  festivals,  dear  reader,  are,  in  the 
Monastery,  the  counterpart  of  the  Golden 
Wedding  in  the  world.  They  have  not 
required  the  formalities  of  a  special  legis- 
lation.    The  heart  alone  has  dictated  the 
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proirramme  ;  and  the  Golden  Jubilee  of 
a  relinious  j)rofession  is  wont  to  be  ceie- 
})rat«'d  in  a  very  joyous  manner. 

Tin*  good  nun  who  has  to  review  the 
mercies,  the  blessings  and  graces  of  half 
a  century,  enters  u[)on  lht»  exercises  of  a 
lu'treat,  eight  days  previous  to  th(  recur- 
ring anniversary.  Measuring  the  much 
she  has  received  wilh  the  little  sh(»  has 
given,  she  will  place  herself  at  the  foot  of 
the  Tabernacle,  in  a  spirit  of  j^enitence 
and  humihty  ; — yet,  over  every  other  sen- 
timent will  rise  the  burden  of  the  Psal- 
mist's song  :  "  What  shall  1  render  to  my 
God  for  all  his  gifts  to  me  ?"  Quid  relri- 
bfnim  ! 

As  to  the  part  which  all  the  other  mem- 
beis  of  the  Community  take  in  these  re- 
joicings, it  is  one  of  the  most  precious 
occasions  for  the  manifestation  of  frater- 
nal charity.  All  is  spontaneous,  ail  is 
cordiality,  sincere  and  unaffected,  the  im- 
personation of  those  glowing  words  :  "  Be- 
hold how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  to 
dwell  together  in'unity  ! '' 
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PRIMITIVE  TIMES  AND  MANNERS 


CANADIAN    SKIGNIOKS.      MISS    UOIilNKAU    DE 
IJIXANCOUU  J    MISS   DE    BOUCIIEKVILLE. ' 


Associated  with  the  names  of  our  an- 
cient Mothers,  there  often  rises  a  charming 
picture  of  the  Jite  and  manners  oi  those 
primitive  times,  of  which  the  Canadian 
people  are  so  justly  proud. 

Thus  in  the  group  that  has  just  en- 
gaged our  attention,  Mother  Marie-Anne 
Kobineau  of  the  Trinity  recalls  to  mind 
the  stately  manor  and  the  wide  domains 
which  constituted  the  Baronies  ol  Be- 
cancour  and  Portneuf.  The  seigniorial 
mansion  and  chapel  of  stone,  bearing  the 
insignia  of  nobility,  were  surrounded  by 
all  ihe  buildings  required  for  a  larg(^  reti- 
nue of  servants,  hoises,  and  equii)ages-; 
there  were  besides  the  spacious  farm  yard, 
the  i:>arks,  and  the  never-failing  grist-mill. 
The  worthy  Baron  enjoyed  by  royal  j)a- 
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ioui,  *' th<'  riii'ht  of  arms,  horaldry  honors, 
rnnk  and  precodonco,  lik(>  tho  othc^r 
barons  of  I  ho  kinijdom  of  Franco  ;  his 
vnssals,"  &o.,  yot,  \vith  his  hiij^h  prorosfa- 
livos,  theaa*o(lS«Mgnior  loda  lilo  which  tho 
historian  C^harh^voix,  whon  rocoivinij  hos- 
pitality at  tho  manor,  likonod  to  tliat  of 
"tho  anciont  patriarchs,  sharing  tho  h\bors 
ofaofricnlturo  with  his  vassals,  and  living 
as  frugally  as  thoy."  , 

Perhaps  tho  jibsenco  of  his  danghtor 
had  (liiniiiishod  tho  gayoty  of  tho  house- 
hold, for  according  to  our  traditions, 
Moth(T  Hobinoau  of  tho  Trinity,  during 
the  (hroo  years  she  had  i>assod  under  the 
paternal  roof,  had  boon  adbrdod  an  ample 
share  of  aninsonionts,  dress,  dancing,  and 
tlie  usual  round  of  fashionabiO  pastimes. 
Tho  souvenir  of  those  gay  soirees,  which 
sho  used  to  call  gay  follies,  was  not  of  a 
nature  to  inspire  her  with  regret;  she 
could  onlydospise  the  tyranny  of  custom 
which  could  induce  pi^ople  to  "  pass  the 
whole  night  in  bowing  and  courtosying 
— as  in  tho  ancient  minuet— in  the  midst 
of  a  brilliantly  illuminated  hail." 
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Ilor  own  m(»mory  has  como  down  to 
us  with  I'ar  sweotor  associations.  Mother 
Anne  of  the  Trinity,  in  the  Monastery,  was 
the  peisonilication  oi'lervent  pi(»ty.  \Vh«*n 
we  read  that  "durini>;  forty  years  she  re- 
tained, at  her  own  recjui-si,  the  olKee  of 
ringing  the  hi'ii  to  awaken  the  Community 
at  four  o'clock,"  we  feel  that  we  need  not 
])Ursue  her  Notice  further  to  know  "  what 
si)irit  she  was  of." 

L(»t  us  bring  before  us  next,  another 
picture  ol' the  olden  times,  in  the  family 
of  our  ancient  and  venerated  Mother 
Genevieve  l^oucher  de  l^oucherville,  in 
relicfion,  Mother  St.  Pierre. 

Here  we  iind  something  mor(»  intimate 
to  contemplate  ;  it  is  the  secret  intentions, 
the  very  heart  of  the  ancient  Gov- 
ernor of  Three  l^ivers,  the  Honorable 
Pierre  Boucher,  who  seems  to  us  one  of 
the  noblest  types  of  the  Christian  gentle- 
man. For  his  probity  and  di&iintere^ited- 
ness,  his  vnlor  and  merit,  he  had  been 
endowed  by  the  French  monarch  with 
titles  of  nobility,  and  a  gi  ant  of  an  impor- 
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tnnt  tract  of  land  along  the  St.  Lawrence. 
The  (jnestion  with  this  dignitary,  who 
was  the  father  of  a  large  family,  was 
whether  to  remain  in  Three  Jlivers  or  to 
go  and  settle  on  his  lands. 

The  project  has  been  meditated  at 
leisure  and  the  motives  for  adopting  it 
are  written  down.  The  questions  were 
not  :  "How  many  thousands  of  dollars 
will  this  speculation  bring  me?  Are  the 
risks  balanced  by  thi'  probabilities  of  suc- 
cess?" nor  any  of  the  usual  calculations 
in  similar  circumstances.  We  read — and 
feel  instructed  as  we  read  —as  follows  : — 

"  I  hav^e  determined  to  settle  my  lands 
of  Boucherville  for  the  following  reasons: 
and  I  write  them  in  order  never  to  forffet 
the  motives  that  have  influenced  my  de- 
termination, and  the  engagements  to 
which  I  pledge  myself. 

"  1  wish  also  my  successors  to  know  my 
intentions  and  fullil  them,  unless  indeed 
they  can  do  more  for  the  glory  of  G-od. 

*a°  It  is  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  place 
where  the  inhabitants,  living  in  peace  and 
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hanriony,  may  serve  God  sincerely,  with- 
out fejir  of  being  troubled  or  molested. 

"  2°  That  I  may  live  more  retired  from 
the  world  and  its  vain  amusements,  which 
only  make  us  forget  God  ;  and  thus  more 
conveniently  labor  to  assure  my  own  sal- 
vation and  that  of  my  family. 

"  3°  That  T  may  by  the  most  lawful  means, 
increase  iny  riches,  provide  for  my  family, 
and  procure  for  my  children  a  good  and 
virtuous  education,  befitting  the  state  of 
life  which  they  may  embrace. 

'*  4°  The  land  being  mine,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  go  and  settle  it,  as  a  means  of 
being  useful  to  society. 

**  5°  In  order  to  have  the  means  of  doini? 
more  good  to  my  neighbor,  and  aiding 
those  who  are  in  want  than  I  am  able  to 
do  in  my  present  position  [Gov.  of  T.  R.], 
W'here  my  revenue  is  insufficient  for  the 
goods  works  I  wish  to  perform. 

'*  For  the  success  of  my  undertaking,  I 
place  my  trust  in  God,  begging  his  faith- 
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ful  servant  Rev.  Father  de  Brebouf  ^  to 
protect  liiein  my  attempt,  if  it  be  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  my 
family  ;  if  otherw^ise,  1  pray  that  1  may 
not  succeed,  desirin<Tr  nothing  but  to  ac- 
complish the  will  of  Heaven." 

With  intentions  so  pure  and  elevated, 
the  noble  Christian  resimied  to  another 
the  post  of  Governor,  and  removed  to  his 
new  donucin.  The  ample  benedictions  of 
Heaven  were  poured  down  on  the  rising 
settlement,  and  on  every  member  of  the 
pious  household.  Of  fifteen  children  who 
surrounded  the  table  of  the  Seigneur  de 
Boucherinlle^  two  sons  embraced  the  ec- 
clesiastical state,  and  served  God  in  his 
sanctuary  with  zeal  and  fidelity  :  o'\e 
daughter  consecrated  herself  to  God  as 
an  Ursuline ;  it  was  Genevieve,  the  elev- 
enth child, — the  one  w^ho,  according  to  the 
father's  testimony  "  lov^ed  him  the  best ;  '^ 
and  who,  in  fact,  seems  to  have  resembled 
him  most  in  character. 


^  This  holy  Jesuit  missionary  was  put  to  death  .a 
*,he  most  cruel  manner  by  the  Iroquois,  1649. 
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"VYhile  his  eldost  son  continues  the  suc- 
cession and  title  of  de  Boucher ville,  his 
daughters  present  us,  by  their  matri- 
monial alliances,  the  honorable  names  of 
de  Grand  pre,  de  Cxrosbois,  de  Montbrun, 
de  Laperiere,  de  Niverville,  de  Varennes, 
de  Muy,  de  Sabrevois,  and  Le  Gardeur. 

Another  document,  portraying  the 
heart  of  the  venerable  progenitor  of  the 
de  Bouchervilles,  who  died  in  1717,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-five,  in  the  odor  of  sanctity, 
has  been  preserved  to  posterity,  and  is 
known  as  the  "  Legacy  of  Grandfather 
Boucher."^ 

We  shall  cite  a  few  lines  only,  for  this 
spiritual  Testament  is  long:  each  member 
of  the  noble  patriarch's  family  is  addressed 
in  turn,  while  the  wisest  counsels  mingle 
with  the  effusions  of  paternal  afiection. 
Like  another  Tobias  giving  his  dying 
blessing,  he  concludes,  saying  to  all  : — 

1  Not  many  years  ago,  according  to  tlie  testimony 
of  the  Hon.  J.  Viger,  of  Montreal,  this  document  was 
read  annually,  on  the  anniversary  of  tlie  old  patri- 
arch's death,  in  presence  of  the  assembled  family, 
all  kneeling. 
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"  Love  each  other  sincerely  for  the  love 
of  God  ;  remember  that  yon  v^mII  one  day 
be  called,  like,  me  to  appear  before  God  to 
rt'ndcn'  an  ac(?ount  of  yonr  actions;  hence 
do  nothing  of  which  you  will  later  have 
to  repent 

...I  do  not  leave  you  great  riches,  but 
what  I  have,  has  been  honestly  acquired. 
1  would  willingly  have  left  y-ou  more,  but 
God  is  the  master  of  all  things. 

"  I  leave  you  many  friends,  persons  of 
rank,  honor  and  probity  ;   I  have  no  ene- 
y,  to  my  knowledge. 

"  1  have  done  what  lay  in  ray  power  to 
live  without  reproach  :  do  the  same.  Seek 
to  render  service  to  every  one  :  disoblige 
no  on»%  if  you  can  oblige  him  without 
offending  God. 

"  My  children,  ever  keep  before  your 
eyes  the  fear  of  God,  and  seek  to  love  him 
with  your  whole  heart." 

As  to  his  wnfe,  whom  he  recommends  to 
the  tenderest  affection  of  his  children, 
"  his   conscience    reproaches   him    with 
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iiolhinjT  that  rejxards  her,  unless  it  be  that 
he  has  loved  her  too  much  ;  but  if  that 
has  been  an  excess,  he  does  not  think  Grod 
has  been  offended  by  it." 

P'inally,  to  his  dearest  daughter,  our 
Ursuhne,  he  says  : — 

*'  Do  not  grieve  when  you  hear  of  my 
death  ;  but  pray  for  me,  and  rejoice  that 
Ood  in  calling-  me  to  himself, has  dehvered 
me  from  the  miseries  of  the  present  lite. 
Il'you  have  loved  me  more  than  the  rest, 
I  also  have  had  great  ailection  for  you, 
and  I  shall  have  throughout  eternity." 

Then,  as  a  dying  souvenir,  he  bequeaths 
to  her  a  silver  reliquary  which  he  wears 
upon  his  bosom,  in  th«»se  words  :  "  It  is 
all  that  remains  to  me  to  give  :  it  is  but 
just  that  I  bestow  it  upon  one  who  has 
shown  me  so  much  affection." 

These  last  words  may  strike  some  as 
remarkable  :  the  old  patriarch  evidently 
does  not  share  the  opinion  of  such  per- 
sons as  accuse  a  daui>hter  who  conse- 
crates herself  to  Grod  of  bein^  wanting 
in  filial  piety. 
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A  long  life  of  ninety  four  years,  ac- 
corded to  our  beloved  Mother  St.  Pierre, 
seventy-two  of  which  she  passed  in  the 
cloister,  would  furnish  many  edifying*  de- 
tails; but  a  few  lines  will  suffice  to  cha- 
racterize her  as  the  worth/  daughter  of 
the  Grand  jtere  Bout  her  de  Boucher ville. 

According  to  the  Annals  :  "  Her  only 
ambition  was  to  render  herself  agreeable 
to  her  Divine  Spouse  })y  a  strict  obser- 
vance of  the  rule,  and  all  the  duties  of  the 
religious  state  ;  her  silence  and  recollec- 
tion, her  piety,  obedience,  humility,  and 
poverty^  rendered  her  a  model  for  her 
Sisters.  Having  abandoned  the  wealth 
and  honors  of  her  family  to  follow  Jesus- 
Christ,  she  attached  herself  inviolably  to 
Him,  seeking  his  sacramental  presence  on 
the  Altar,  and  in  holy  Communion,  as 
her  chief  and  only  delight.  She  served 
the  Community  with  equal  fervor,  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all,  whether  employed 
in  the  highest  or  the  lowest  offices." 

Should  any  one  inquire  her«',  what  has 
become  of  the  anci(^nt  domain  ofPierrs 
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De  Bouchervillo,  we  should  direct  him  to 
an  aristocratic  little  village  on  the  south 
shore  of'the  St.  Lawrence,  a  short  distance 
below  Montreal.  There,  the  honorable 
descendants  of  the  Ex  Grovernor  of  Three- 
Rivers,  the  lirst  St'ignior  of  Boucherville, 
have  clustered  th^'ir  comfortable  resi- 
dences ;  still  keepintr  up  much  of  the  ur- 
banity, the  courteous  and  lofry  demeanor, 
of  the  feudal  lords  of  the  age  of  LouisXIV. 
From  the  irregularly  built  hamlet,  with 
its  Church,  its  presbytery,  its  Convent  and 
Chapel,  its  school-house,  &c.,  we  behold 
in  the  distance.  Mount  Boucherville,  from 
the  foot  of  which  well  two  small  streams, 
that  spread  fertility  along  their  path, 
pausing  at  one  point,  to  turn  the  necessary 
but  noisy  grist-mill. 

Throughout  the  whole  length  and 
breadth  of  the  ancient  Governor's  patri- 
mony— an  area  of  twenty  four  square 
miles — appear  pleasant  country-seats,  sur- 
rounded with  gardens  and  orchards; 
white  cottages,  half  buried  in  verdure; 
bright  iields  of  wheat,  oats,  and  maize, 
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alternatins^  with  patches  of  forest  trees, 
meadows  and  pasture  lands. 

In  front  ot  the  village  How  the  bright 
waters  of  the  kSt.  Lawrence,  losing  them- 
selves jilong  the  shore  among  verdant 
islands,  as  beautiful  to  behold  as  they  are 
convenient  for  arable  and  grazing  pur- 
poses. 

But  why  attempt  to  describe  a  spot 
which  has  many  a  rival  along  the  pleasant 
banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  ?  -  scenes  that 
Fancy  herself 

"  Won  111  scarcely  dream  of:  which  one's  eye  must  see, 
To  know  how  beautiful  this  world  can  be." 

If  we  have  dwelt  with  complacency, 
as  it  were,  upon  the  souvenirs  of  the 
Seignior  de  Boiicherville,  it  must  be  par- 
doned us,  when  we  explain,  that  besides 
his  daughter  Grenevieve,  three  of  his 
grand-daughters  consecrated  themselves 
to  Grod  in  the  Monastery  of  the  Ursulines, 
during  the  life-time  of  their  venerable 
ancestor.  These  were,  Mother  Mariraret 
de  Varennes  of  the  Presentation,  Mother 
Marie-Anne  de  Boucherville  of  St.  lona- 
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tins,  and  Mothin-  Charlotte  do  May  of  St. 
Hchni,  each  of  whom  endeared  heiseli'to 
her  contemporaries,  and  edified  them  by 
the  example  of  an  humble,  pious,  and 
us>eful  life.  At  a  later  period,  our  Register 
shows  the  names  of  four  great-grand- 
daughters of  the  patriarch  of  Boucher- 
ville,  perpetuating  in  the  Convent  the 
amiable  traditions  of  hereditary  piety. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  MUSES  IN  THE  CLOISTER. 
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Carious  old  manuscripts,  after  escaping 
during  a  century  or  more  the  annual  perils 
of  the  season  of  house  cleaning,  the  Van- 
dalism of  epochs  of  demolitior  and  repara- 
tions,—sometimes  suddenly  come  to  light; 
and  make  us  wish  there  had  been  some 
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Jaw  to  prevent  the  d(^struction  of  other 
fiiniilar  documents,  ol'  little  interest  per- 
haps in  themselves,  yet  precious  as  objects 
ol' curiosity,  and  useful  m  illustrating  the 
past  history  of  the  Convent. 

Krlore  us  is  one  of  those  ancient  scrolls, 
whuh  a})pears  of  some  importance  litis 
dated  August  2-jd,  1752,and  introduces  us 
to  a  little  scene  in  tiie  cloister,  by  which 
we  may  form  some  idea  of  what  was  ex- 
pected of  lht»  pupils  of  the  Ursulines  in 
those  days.  AVe  can  only  make  a  few 
extracts. 

The  occasion  that  brought  the  company 
together  within  the  Convent-Halls  is  not 
Bpecilied  ;  whatever  it  may  have  been,  we 
find  there  present  :— The  Governor,  the 
Marquis  Duquesne  de  Menneville ;  the 
Bishop  of  Quebec,  de  Pontbriand  ;  the 
Intendant;— perhaps  also  the  City  Major, 
th(^  Chevalier  Lemoyne  de  Longueil,  with 
Mademoiselle  Charlotte  de  Grey,  now 
Madame  de  Longueil,  w^ho  was  not  ac- 
customed to  miss  any  opportunity  of  en- 
tering  the  Monastery. 
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Tli<j  Siiperioross,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
rocrivo  those  distin«^-iiished  g'uests,  was 
licw  Mother  Greiujvieve  Boucher  of  8t. 
rievie,  the  venerable  Mother  bein*^  now 
in  her  eightieth  year.  By  her  side,  as 
next  in  ollice,  are  Mother  La  Gran<:^e  of 
Si.  Louis,  IvI other  Drouard  of  St.  Michael ; 
Mother  Migeon  of  the  Nativity  — the  late 
SiiptMion'ss.  Mother  Wheelvvrio'ht  of  the 
Lil'.iiit  Jesus  and  Mother  de  Mny  of  St. 
IL  h'u  were  near;  while  wilh  the  pupils, 
dir*M;ting  their  movements,  might  be  seen 
some  of  the  young  m'  nuns  ;  —Mother  Mar- 
ch;ind  of  St.  Etienne,  Mother  Davanne  of 
St.  Louis  Ho  Groiizague,  and  her  compan- 
ion, Mother  UichardofSt.  Augustin. 

If  this  was  an  Examination,  the  List  of 
Prizes  is,  unfortunately,  missing.  Another 
list,  however,  enables  us  to  repeople  the 
Hall  with  pupils. 

Let  us  transcribe  a  few  names,  for  we 
are  about  to  behold  an  Arcadian  scene, 
Here  are  the  Misses  Madeleine  and  Cathe- 
rine de  Brouague,  daughters  of  the  Li- 
tendaut  of  the  Labrador  coasts ;  the  Misses 
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de  L'My,  de  Boisclair,  de  Gaunos,  de  Lu- 
fii'Mian,  des  Meloises,  La  Force,  Gabrielle 
de  la  JoiHiuiere,  Ursule  Baby,  &c.  Here 
also  are  the  g-rand  nieces  of  the  venerable 
Superioress,  Miss  Fran(?oise  de  Boucher- 
ville  and  Miss  Boucher  de  Grosbois;  Miss 
Louise  de  Muy  and  others :  ^  but  let  these 
suffice,  ibr  our  personages  await. 

Bt'hold  them,  as,  in  the  light  costume  of 
nymphs  and  sheph»'rdesses,  th(^y  issue 
from  a  verdant  and  liowery  grove  at 
the  extremity  of  the  Hall. 

Advancing  in  front  of  the  illustrious 
guests,  an  ingenious  prologue  serves  to 
rivet  the  attention  of  the  audience.  But. 
listen  to  the  youthful  shepherdess,  who 

^  Otlier  pupils  of  tljat  time  :  The  Misses  DuPlessis^ 
Le  Due,  Couillunl,  Durocher,  Rhodes,  Berthelot,  Le- 
Mire,  Girard,  Bautioin,  Le  V'asseur  (lx)uishourg)  the 
Misses  de  Blainville,  Variii,  de  Vinct'lot,  de  Chavigiiy^ 
du  Four,  Poulin,  LeBlanc,  Hertel  de  Rouviile,  St. Hu- 
bert, Voyer,  Aubert,  Taschereau,  Berment  de  la 
Martiniere,  Bedard,  Uabbj',  Roussel,  De  I'lsle,  Phili- 
bert,  de  Lantagnac,  Channazard,  St.  Germain,  de 
Grey,  Chauveau,  the  Misses  Fleury  d'Eschambault; 
the  Missps  de  Verchares,  Nieoiet,  Douville,  &G. 
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compliments  the  Clovornor  in  a  graceful 
Idyl  in  which  from  time  to  time,  join  the 
whole  group; — a  chorus  fit  to  wake  all 
the  echoes,  from  the  City  ofChainplain 
to  the  Laurentides. 

Observe  the  opening  :  — 

SoF.o.— Strike  now  a  livelier  cliord, 
Awjikc  a  loftier  Rtiain  ; 
Heboid  !  'tis  a  DiiquoHne  : 
Welcoino!  the  noble  Lord  ! 
If  biH  brave  sires  of  old 
To  Francii  preserved  a  throne, 
Ilis  sword— it  is  foretold— 
Sball  here  the  same  uphold ; — 
Tl»e  glory  all  his  own. 

Chorus. 

Let  his  great  name, 

O'er  hill  and  plain, 

Resound  in  song  : 
Sweet  pipe  and  tabor  bring ! 
Let  the  glad  echoes  ring, 
Pouring  triumphal  notes  along. 

From  o'er  the  main 

He  comes — Duquesne — 

To  guard  the  land  j 
First  in  true  worth,  first  in  command  ! 
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2(1.    Sli<'i)lH'nlefiM. 

Our  vows  were  not  in  vain, 
A  bii^litirr  (liiy  Iuih  oouh^  ; 
Peace  broodn  (►'er  every  homo, 
And  plenty  decks  the  plain. 
Our  Hocks  secure  may  stray, 
In  pastures  fresli  and  green  : 
Dur  toes,  all  in  dismay. 
Flee  from  the  li^ht  of  day, 
When  such  a  Chief  is  seeu. 

Ikl.  Shei)h(!rdoss. 

Gay  Shepherds,  cease  your  song  : 

To  Orpheus  yield  the  lyre; 
lie  has  celestial  fire. 

To  him  the  notes  belong. 

Let  him  in  strains  sublime, 

Exalt  our  Hero's  fame, — 

Spread  it  to  every  clime, 

Enduring  as  Old  Time, 

And  worthy  of  his  name  !  ^ 

Evidently,  mythological  lore  is  in  vogue 
in  Quebec,  in  the  18th  century.  On  this 
occasion  the  muse,  it  must  be  allowed, 
has  not  been  sparing  of  incense.  In  ad- 
dressing the  Bishop,  the  tone  is  more  filial ; 

1  For  a  copy  of  the  original  see  Note.A  at,  the  end 
of  the  volume. 
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and   while    the    admiration    is   not    less, 
there  is  ji^reater  simplicity. 

Witli  united  Iiesirt  Jind  voice 

We  sing  our  gratitude  ; 
Our  Pjirttor  is  of  God's  own  choice, 

Jk'loved,  as  he  is  good  ! 
Unbounded  is  his  sacred  zeal, — 

His  flock  his  only  care  y 
No  words  liis  merit  can  reveal, 

Nor  all  our  love  declare. 

Poems  in  honor  of  the  worthy  Bishop 
were  recited  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
During  the  course  of  that  same  year,  the 
pious  Prelate,  "whose  zeal  for  the  good  of 
souls  left  him  no  repose,  was  five  months 
absent  from  Quebec,  giving  retreats  at 
Montreal  for  the  Religious  Communities 
and  for  the  public,  as  he  had  done  here 
before  his  departure.  He  penetrated  some 
forty  or  fifty  leagues  beyond  Montreal, 
traversing  pathless  deserts,  through 
marshes  and  ravines,  borne  over  fright- 
ful rapids  in  a  bark  canoe  ; — undergoing 
hardships  that  can  scarcely  be  imagined. 
His  return  was  celebrated  by  our  poets 
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in  many  forms."  The  following  version 
shows  a  part  of  one  of  these  Occasional 
Odes  : 

1. 

Willie  poiils  of  joy  rinjL^  out  to-day, 
And  hnj)[)y  crowds  ohstruct,  Uw  way, 
To  bless  our  pcacelul  CoiiV(Mit-]ionie, 
r)iir  wortliy  l*r<'lat(!  d('i;;)is  to  coino. 
IVIy  Lonl,  acc(  i)t  from  childicii  dear, 
A  tiihiito  huinhli^  yet  sincere  : 

« ■ 

To  sinf(  of  sacred  zeal  like  tliiiio, 
The  Aruse  herself  should  be  divine, 

2. 

While  thou  wert  absc^nt  all  was  dull, 
Flcua  herself  no  flowers  would  cull  : 
The  z«'phyrs  fled  our  lonely  bowers, 
And  slowly  waned  the  wejiij  hours. 
One  warbler  sang; — 'twas  Philomel, 
Repeating  what  we  know  so  well  : — 
To  sing  of  sacred  zeal  like  thine. 
The  Muse  herself  should  be  diviue. 

Ah  !  wonder  not  that  all  rejoice, 
And  greet  thee  with  exulting  voice, 
Tiirice  honored  Prelate,  when  'tis  known 
What  glorious  works  thy  hand  has  done. 
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With  admiration,  all  may  see 
The  laiulj  renewed  in  piety  : — 
0  yes  !   to  sing  of  zeal  like  thine, 
The  Muse  herself  should  be  divine  ! 

Our  last  specimen  of  the  poetical  effu- 
sions of  the  epoch,  records  also  a  historical 
fact.  It  was  in  1753.  The  Ursuiines  of 
Three  Riv^ers  had  seen  their  Convent  des- 
troyed by  fire.  ^  The  worthy  Prelate's 
generous  devotedness  on  that  occasion, 
was  appreciated,  not  only  by  the  imme- 
diate objects  of  his  benevolence,  but  also 
by  the  Ursuiines  of  Quebec. 

We  are  careful  to  preserve  the  mytho- 
logical allusions  in  our  version.  The 
poem  begins  : — 

Among  the  gods,  if  poets'  hiys  are  true, 
A  metamorpliis  was  not  rare  to  view ; 
And  all  Olympus  did  the  feat  admire, 
When  bright  Apollo  cast  aside  his  lyre,. 
Forbore  to  sing,  and  seized  the  heavy  spade  ; 
Or  with  tlie  mason's  trowel,  mortar  laid. 
Like  him,  my  Lord,  you  put  the  apron  on. 
And  soften  hearts, — while  you  are  laying  stone. 

1  See  Glimpses,  Fart  II,  p.  88. 
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More  than  Apollo's,  we  your  labors  prize, 
AVIiile  fioiii  their  ruins  sacred  walls  arise. 
What  charity  is  yours  !  what  holy  zeal ! 
How  generous  to  promote  the  public  weal  ! 
God's  glory  is  your  aim  j — and  here  we  find 
A  lesson,  for  ourselves  to  take  to  mind. 
Oar  daily  labors  ujust,  to  Heaven,  all  tend  : 
God,  and  our  neighbor's  good,  our  only  eud. 

Oh !  Heaven  has  blest  your  mission,  all  of  love. 
And  guards  for  you  the  brightest  crown  above ! 
Long  may  it  be  our  happy  lot  to  know 
You  have  a  rich  reward,  e'eu  here  below. 
May  all  your  flock  be  docile  to  your  zeal, 
Aud  follow  iu  your  footsteps,  for  their  weal  j 
Nor  ever  from  that  way  of  life  depart, 
Traced  by  a  Pastor,  after  God's  owu  heart ! 
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THE  GUESTS  OF  THE  URSULINES. 
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If  the  woes  of  our  friends  become,  by 
sympathy,  our  own,  it  must  not  be  deem- 
ed foreign  to  our  su})ject  to  introduce 
here  a  brief  account  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Hotel-Dieu,  in  1755. 

It  was  only  three  years  since  a  similar 
disaster  had  befallen  the  Convent  and 
Hospital  of  the  Ursulines  of  Three  Riv^ers, 
as  we  have  elsewhere  reiated.  Now  it 
was  the  oldest  of  the  Charitable  Institu- 
tions in  the  country  that  was  to  be  des- 
troyed. 

It  was  about  mid-day,  on  the  7th  of 
June  that  a  lire,  which  must  have  been 
creeping  on  unobserved  for  hours,  sud- 
denly declared  itself  by  bursting  through 
the  roof.  A  strong  wind  from  the  north- 
west fanned  the  flames  to  a  tremendous 
conflagration.  In  the  space  of  a  few  hours, 
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the  Convent,  the  Church,  the  Hospital, 
and  out-houses,  were  swe[)t  aw^ay,  with 
all  the  movables,  the  com  torts  and  re- 
sources, which  more  than  a  hundred  years 
had  bioui^ht  toi^t^ther,  for  the  accommo- 
dation  of  the  poor  patients,  or  the  Com- 
munity. 

It  is  needless  to  say  how  quickly  the 
whole  city,  in  alarm,  was  gathered  to 
witness  the  heart  rending  scene  ; — and  to 
deplore  the  impotency  of  human  ell'orts 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  fiery  torrent. 
The  whole  neighbourhood  was  m  immi- 
nent danger. 

The  terror  of  the  nuns,  their  exertions, 
thx'ir  heroic  courage,  shared  by  their 
friends  of  every  grade,  while  removing 
to  a  place  of  safety,  decrepit  old  people, 
idiots,  the  sick,  and  the  maimed  ;  their 
laudable  endeavors  to  save  from  the 
wreck  whatever  was  most  prized  or  most 
needful ; — all  this  may  be  imagined.  But, 
alas!  other  scenes  wi^re  witnessed  there, 
upon  which  we  would  willingly  forbid 
our  imagination  to  dwell.     In  this  hour 
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of  anguish,  the  nuns  knew  that  one  of 
their  beloved  Sisters  wns  at  the  point  of 
death.  Must  they  disturb  the  tranquillity 
of  her  last  moments,  and  hasten,  perhaps, 
her  end,  by  transporting  tue  poor  suf- 
ferer from  her  dying  bed  in  the  Infir- 
mary, into  the  crowded  court-yard  ? 
There  was  no  other  alternative,  even  had 
there  been  time  for  deliberation 

Another,  surrounded  in  her  cell  by  the 
lire,  seeks  to  descend  from  the  fourth 
story  ;  a  ladder  had  been  sent  up  to  her 
aid,  the  vigorous  arms  of  the  soldiery 
holding  it  firm.  Suddenly,  while  every 
one  shudders  to  behold  the  peril,  a  by- 
stander shouts  to  her  : — several  steps  are 
missing  below  her  feet !  How  the  good 
Angels  were  invoked  !  and  how  they 
aided  the  good  Sister  to  preserve  her 
presence  of  mind.  Seizing  the  two  side- 
pieces  of  the  ladder,  she  supports  herself 
by  her  hands  till  she  again  has  foot- 
hold :— and  thus,  amid  the  cheers  of  the 
crowd,  she  reaches  the  ground,  narrowly 
escaping  however,  being  enveloped  by 
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the  smoke  and  flames,  pouring  now,  from 
the  lowest  windows. 

At  last,  she  is  safe  !  But  where  is  that 
other  Sister,  who  has  been  seen  a  moment 
at  a  window,  in  the  act  of  throwing  out 
a  parcel,  and  now  has  disappeared  ?  In 
vain  are  the  frantic  shouts  of  those  who 
would  be  her  deliverers  ;  in  vain  the 
search  in  every  direction  for  some  trace 
of  the  missing  one;  in  vain  the  tears  and 
lanuMitations  of  her  Sisters  v\'hen,  assem- 
bled at  last,  they  find  their  number  in- 
complete.    Sister  Anne  La  Joiie  of  the 

Sacred  Heart  had  perished But  it  was 

und(»r  the  eye  of  Him  to  whom  she  had 
vowed  her  existence.  Doubtless  the  Lord 
had  inspired  her  to  make  the  heroic  sacri- 
fice of  her  life,  by  a  perfect  resignation  in 
that  terrible  moment  when  she  found 
herself  wrapt  as  in  a  winding-sheet  of 
flame. 

Our  Ursulines,  from  their  monastery, 
could  witness  the  conflagration  ;  they 
had  watched  with  pity  and  dismay,  the 
progress   of  the  fire,   and  had  sent  the 
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most  prossiiii^  iiivihitioiis  to  the  Tlos/jita- 
Hares  to  take  ref'ug'e  under  their  root". 
Mcsseiii^ers  had  already  made  known  the 
melancholy  details  we  hav»'just  given, 
and  the  sinking  flames  seemed  invested 
with  a  sad  and  lurid  glare  ; — a  funereal 
hue  that  told  of  death. 

At  last  th(^  dear  Nans,  now  forty-nine 
in  numhtM*,  directed  their  mo'irnful  steps 
towards  tht^  centre  of  the  town.  Weep- 
ing* friends  and  relatives  atttMided  them 
on  their  way,  and  crowds  of  peo[)le  fol- 
lowed to  testify  their  sympathy  and  their 
atilictiou 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  the 
meeting  of  the  two  Communiti  's,  few  of 
whom  were  strangers,  while  many  were 
relatives,  class-mates,  or  r(miembered  each 
other  in  the  capacity  of  former  teachers 
aiul  pupils. 

Rev  Mother  Mailloux  of  St.  Andrew, 
the  dyiiignuu  of  whom  we  have  spoken, 
was  tenderly  borne  to  the  Infirmary,  and 
cared  tor,  according  to  her  need.  She 
lived    till  the  Monday  following,   expe- 
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riericing,  in  her  h\st  moments,  the  conso- 
lation of  feeling  herself  passing  secure 
from  the  embrace  of  fraternal  charity  to 
the  bosom  of  the  Grod  of  charity. 

^  The  l)uri;vl  service  and  the  accustomed 
suffrages  for  the  departed,  were  perform- 
ed by  both  Communities,  and  the  dear 
remains  of  the  Iloapi  tali  ere  deposited  in 
the  vault  where  the  deceased  Ursulines 
repose  :— "  In  order,says  the  Annalist, that 
her  ashes  mingling  with  ours  may  serve 
to  render  enduring  that  union  which  has 
ever  subsisted  between  us." 

The  generous  hospitality  which,  in 
former  days,  (1651  and  1686)  the  Ursulines 
had  received  at  the  Hotel-Dieu,  had  not 
been  forgotten;  and  they  esteemed  them- 
selves happy  in  being  able  to  afford  a  re- 
turn :— but,  not  all  the  ingenious  devices 
of  friendship,  not  all  the  sympathy  and 
affection  with  which  they  sought  to  cheer 
their  guests,  could  induce  these  devoted 
nurses  of  the  sick  to  forgot  their  precious 
charge.  A  temporary  hospital  was  pro- 
^  vided,  by  the  paternal  solicitude  of  Bishop 
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de  Poutbriand,  the  kind  Jesuit  Fathers 
having  cheerfully  offered,  for  this  end, 
several  spacious  apartments  of  their  Col- 
lege.  Thus,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks, 
on  the  28th  of  June,  the  Ursulines  and 
their  guests  bade  each  other  a  tender- 
adieu  ;  —  mingled  emotions  sent  their 
signals  to  the  cheek  and  eye,  as  the 
Spouses  of  Jesus  separated,  with  those 
words  that  imply  the  conviction  of  its 
being  a  last  farewell  :   "  May  we  meet 

IN  HEAVEN  !  " 


CHAPTER  Vr. 

PRELUDES  OF  THE  GREAT  CRISIS. 

For  nearly  a  half-century  all  has  been 
in  peace  along  the  borders  of  the  St. 
Lawrence.    The  last  fifteen  years,  over 
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^vhich  wo  liMV"  just  ^ImiiccmI,  have  beon 
as  prolilic  oi'comrorts  in  the  h!\i)py  homos 
of  New  Franco,  as  thi^  noxt  doeado  will 
1)0  of  disastor,  alarm,  and  sullorin^^. 
Troublos  wore  now  commencing'  along 
tho  distant  frontier,  and  soldiers  wore 
wanted  to  guard  tho  outposts  of  this  groat 
French  empire,  threatened  by  the  Anglo- 
American  Colonies,  already  strong  enough 
to  think  of  war  and  con(|uest. 

Oiir  UrsuJiiKi  Mothers  could  not  be 
indiiferent,  when  the  welfare  of  the 
country  was  interested.  The  ties  of  na- 
ture as  well  as  of  grace,  linked  thorn 
with  the  whole  population  ;  and  the 
tidings  that  sent  grief  or  mourning  lo 
any  hearth  in  town  or  hamlet,  ever  found 
an  echo  in  their  hearts. 

The  Annalist  of  the  time,  Mother  de 
Muy  of  St.  Helen,  has  loft  us  minute  de- 
tails of  that  long  campaign,  the  tSevtn 
Years'  War,  from  the  first  bloody  conflict 
on  the  shores  of  the  Monongahela,  to  tlie 
day  when  the  British  trumpet  of  war  re- 
sounded from  the  clifFs  of  Cape  Diamond. 
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1^'rom  yoiir  to  ycMi*  the  sii([<M'inns  ol'llio 
p<M)|)li»  \vtM'(^  oil  i1h>  iiicriMse.  Now  it 
was  tho  railar»»  ol'  crops,  {\u\  al>.s»'nco  of 
l;ihor(M's  ha\in<4'  h'll  (h-^  land  unlilhul  ; 
now  it  was  t\\{\  loss  ol*  vessels,  i»"oiiig  iVorn 
or  to  the  Colony,  lii  tht'  course  ol*  u  fmv 
niont lis— this  was  in  1758— more  than 
three  hundred  Fnnich  merchant-ships 
were  captured  l)y  the  JJritish  Marine, 
with  the  l(\ss  oi'  provisions,  merchandise, 
and  military  stores,  deslitKnl  for  Canad;j, 
where  they  wen*  sorely  needed.  To 
these  causes  oi*  distress,  was  added  the 
inclemency  of  the  sv^isons. 

Of  the  monlh  ol'June,  1758,  we  read  : 
"  The  cold  is  so  extreme  that  we  have 
to  kindle  lires  as  in  winter.  Nothing  is 
growing  ;  the  llowers  ol*  the  fruit-trees 
have  been  blighted  l)y  the  frost ;  and  what 
is  worse,  the  wheat-fields  are  frozen. 
There  is  every  prospect  that  the  harvest 
will  be  ruined.  The  hand  of  the  Al- 
mighty weighs  heavily  upon  this  poor 
country.  The  English  goad  us,  on  every 
side  ;  and  the  Indians,  won  by  their  pre- 
sents, threaten  to  abandon  us ,  We 
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have  exprrienctM],  however,  Hu^  i»oo(lnes.s 
of    l)iviin»    ri()vi(h'n(M»    i:i    our    i»reMlesi 
iiimmI.   Tln^  jM'')ple  h;ul  |)assi'(]  lht»  winter 
oji  rations  ol"  four  ounces  of   l)re;i(l  dnily, 
niid  wer«»  on    the  point  <»f  beini^*  re(lnei'd 
l<>    two  oniices.      There    were    no    veye- 
f;d)les  to  he  liad.  and  meat  was  (^X   essively 
s<ir<'<\-    In  sliort,  starvation  wms  starinL;" 
ns  ill  th"  lae.',  when,  on  tli"  'JTth  of  May, 
a   I'leiich   niercliaiit-vessel    was    descri(Ml 
in   I  he    distance.     Th(»    joy   was  so   (iT(»at 
that  [)eopl(»  cliniht'd  to  tli*    roofs  ol*  tlnMr 
honse^.  and    mounted    the    chinjiie\    toj>-', 
to  as.vuie  th<Mnst'l\'es  that   the  Liood  news 
Was  true,  and  to  announce  it  to  lh(*  crowds 
in    the    street-^.     Clreatei-  still    w->re    tlbi 
rejoicinu\s.  when    other  slii[)s  were   seen 
coniinn'  m.    At  six  o'clock  in  the  eveniiii*' 
there  were   ten    vessels,  and  a  h-w   days 
.later,  lourteeii  weie   anchored  in  the  late 
vacant  harbor. 

**JJnt  the  vessels  have  hrouglit  ns  sad 
news  ol'ilu*  state  of  relioiou  in  Jilmope... 
and  of  the  great  eiforts  the  P^nolish  are 
making  to  take  Canada."  A  lit  tie  later, 
the  writer  records   the  taking  of  Loui^i- 
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burg.  By  the  loss  of  tliiit  stronghold, 
the  French  colonisls,  still  more  isolated 
Irom  Fnince,  were  left  without  otlier  r<> 
source  thuu  that  ei»ergy  inspired  by  tiie 
Jove  oi"  (heir  country  and  their  religion. 
It  is  not  {istoiiishini>'  it'  Fienchinen,  and 
Catholics  vi(^wed  with  horror  the  possi- 
bility  of  filling  under  I^^iiglish  rule.  Cath- 
olicity, was  at  that  time,  bv^  the  legislation 
of  England,  a  ci'inie.  The  penal  laws 
were  in  their  full  force.  The  deplorable 
fate  of  the  Aeadians,  was  the  ni!»st  recent 
proof  how  ready  the  con(jueror  ever  is  to 
exclaim  :  '•  Woe  to  the  vanquished  ! " 

A  w^hole  people  torn  from  their  homes, 
separated  from  erich  oih-'r,  ibrced  on 
bo,\rd  shi|)s,  to  be  borne  oil'  and  cast,  uii- 
])rovide^l  Tor,  U])(>n  various  inhos[)itabio 
shores,  for  no  other  cause  i)ul  their  reli_i'' 
ion,  w^as  a  ten  ible  w^\riii!\g.  Death  seem-},! 
j)reteral)le  to  the  misfortune  of  being  con- 
(luered  :  so  it  wms  understood  by  the  br;iV'' 


Montcalm  aiul  his  brothcr-OlIicers,  wli' 
had  resolved  to  [)ury  themselves  uiuK'i 
the  rtiins  of  the  Colony,  raih*u'  than  ti 
give  it  up  to  the  enemy  :  so  it  w^as  under 


% 

m 


MY. 

,tronghold, 
re  isolated 
it  other  rt> 
•ed  by  the 
'ir  religion. 
hiaeii,  and 
[•  the  pos.si- 
rule.  Cath- 
3  iegisUilioii 
penal  h\ws 
I  deploraV)io 
in!>st  recent 
3r  ever  is  to 
ished !  " 

heir  homes, 
Ibrct'd    oil 
nd  cast,  uu- 
iihospitabl)^ 
their  reli-^'- 
I'ath  seein<^l 
t'  being  con- 
by  the  brnvo 
)ihcers,  who 
,elves  under 
h'T   than   to 
t  was  under- 


GLnrPSES    OF   TIIK    ^rOVASTKUr. 


53 


stood  by  the  Colonists  at  hirg(\  through- 
ont  the  country. 

Mciui  while,  tlu*  ti(b?  of  mislbrtune  that 
lind  set  in  nn'ainst  the  French  in  Americci, 
was  ever  growing  stronger.  The  last" 
gleam  oi'hope  seemed  extinguished, when 
th<'  nitrepid  envoy  who  (1758-5^)  had 
p(MH'trat('d,  as  it  wei't»,  throim'h  the  (mi- 
emy's  lini's,  in  order  to  reclaim  the  assis- 
tance of  the  French  Monaich,  returned 
only  to  announce  that  his  petition  was 
rejectt  d. 

Ilencelbrth     the    Colony    knew    its(df 
abandoniMl   by    the  mothtM--country,    and 
galht'ring  courage  from  the  greatness  ot" 
the  eniernvncy,  tht^   population   rose  in  a 
mass    to  defend,   to  the   last,  their   altars 
and     their     habitations.        The      dreary 
winter   of   n.")cS-17.3(),    was     the    fourth, 
during    wliicli   the    suffeiing-s  of  famine 
had  weighed    U[»ou   the  whole    country. 
'Jhe  nuns  who  record  th.-  fact,  state  ih-it 
they  w<'re   reduced   to   rations  with    the 
rest,  }).nvaihng  the  necessity  that  obliged 
th.'ui  to  ])resent,  even  to  those  who  were 
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6ick,"hr(nid  as  bhick  as  their  robes.*'  Thny 
mention  Ihat  some  jH)or  i\cr.(lians,  ebcnp- 
ing  the  lot  of  their  countrymen,  had 
wand(n-ed  through  the  woods  and  wilds 
till  they  reached  Qat>bec,  where  their 
sorrows  and  sufferings  added  new  terrors 
to  the  approach  of  the  common  foe. 

The  snows  of  wintry  lields,  at  last,  had 
melted;  the  ice-bound  streams  were  free. 
Nature,  refusing  to  assort  her  colors  to 
the  som.bre  hues  of  the  political  horizon, 
had  clothed  once  more  the  earth  in  green, 
and  decked  the  forests  with  buddino; 
leaves  and  fragrant  blossoms.  The  great, 
glorious  Kiver,  spreading  out  its  broad 
expanse  to  the  warm  sun  of  early  summer, 
seemed  to  ask  news  of  the  many  welcome 
ships  that  were  wont,  at  this  season,  to 
minor  their  white  sails  on  its  bosom. 

Suddenly,  on  the  20th  of  June,  i\v} 
British  war  II  n^t,  stood  in  sight.  It  w;is 
a  foimidable  array  of  armed  vessels,  in- 
cluding twenty  two  ships  of  the  line,  f  )rty 
frigat»'s  and  transports,  bearing  3O,O"0 
Boldiers    and  seamen,  Hushed   with  the 
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|receiit  victories  that  had  rendered  them 
iniasters  oi'lhe  Gulf",  and  elated  with  the 
''good  fortune  that  had  given  them  a  pros- 
peions  voyage.  Our  Annalist  could  not 
have  known  thtdr  strenoth,  but  hm*  words 
were  a  prophecy  wh<ni  she 'exclaimed  : 
"  The  country  is  lost ! " 
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DURING  Tlll^:  SIEGE. 


ir^o. 


It  had  not  requircnl  th(^  electee  wires 
to  eairy  from  one  end  of  the  count ri^  to 
^e  oth(n'  the  news  that  a  formidable 
English  fl(M^t  was  on  its  way  to  attack  the 
Capital  of  Canada.  The  gigantic  prepa- 
rations for  this  iijial  invasion  Wcu-e  known, 
but  instead  of  giving  wny  to  despondency, 
the  entire  population  were  animated  with 
eourage  in  proportion  to  the  dano^er.     A 
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levy  of  militia  included  every  male  C!\])a- 
ble  of  bearing  arm&>*,  between  the  ages  oj 
fifteen  and  sixty.  Old  men  of  seventy 
and  boys  of  thirteen  or  ibmteen,  tendered 
their  services,  and  would  not  be  refused. 
Thecitiz(Mis  oi' Quebec, nfter  sending  thoir 
f.imilies  to  a  place  of  safety,  were  needed 
to  strengthen  the  garrison,  nnd  to  man 
the  batteries  that  commanded  the  harbor 
All  alono:  the  shores  of  the  St  Lawrence, 
the  defenceless  po])ulation  that  inanainod 
in  hamlet  or  village — the  iniirm  and  agrd 
the  women  and  children,  under  the  care 
of  their  priest  and  the  civil  oflicers,  had 
orders  to  retire  from  their  houses  as  the 
fleet  a})proached,  hiding  themselves  with 
tlnur  effi'cts  in  the  woods  at  the  base  of 
the  mountains,  or  in  the  wild  forests  ol 
the  southern  plains. 

The  army  under  Montcalm,  made  up 
of  five  battalions  of  n^giilars,  Avasted  aiiii 
worn  with  hard  service  and  poor  fir(\  had 
been  augmented  l)y  about  6000Canadia;i^, 
who  had  not  suffered  less  fiom  famine 
and  hardships;  but  who  felt  tlnunsclv'^ 
invincible  in  their  ardor  to  defend  ih'':: 
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^omes,  their  country  and  their  religion. 
JFrom  Uieir  cloister,  the  Ursulines  could 
^ee  the  di^po^iiion  of  the  army,  i(s  centre 
it  r).'au})ort,  its  wings,  extending'  from  'the 
^ridire  of  hoats  on  the  St.  Cliarles  to  the 

-  Jbaitery  on  the  rug-ged  cliii'^?  of  the  Moiit- 

c 

|norency, 

''  On  the  iirst  of  July,  the  lilngiish  fleet 
bad  i-.'Mehed  the  Island  of  Orleans,  whence 
the  i/5l>;ibit.ints  hac'  Just  lied  to  the  ap- 
pojilt'd  |)laci'  of  conceahii'Mit :  llie  men-of- 
Wi\r  l;ty  at  anchor,  and  the  troops  dist^u- 
barking,  set  foot  on  iln^  soil  they  had  been 
^\i\  to  conquer  for  the  English  crown. 

'^  Cautiously  they  continued  to  sound 
their  way,  as  tliev  (Miteied  thi'  mau'iiilict'iii; 
barlx)!'.  eapi!!)le  of  containinii'  foni-  liuu- 
dred  vessels  as  proud  as  theirs.  l]ut  they 
f^^eia^  not  sudoiaMl  to  pi'oceed  unmolested. 
0n  <'very  side  the  French  were  alert,  and 

he  cannons  oi'  iha  gairisoii  v/ere  not  idle, 


**  On  the  12th  of.Iuly,  at  nine  in  the  even- 
fiiL!,  from  batteri(\s  erected  at  Point  L<'vy, 
111'  (Mieiny  began  a  heavy  cannonade  ou 
lb-  city.     The  Lower  Town,   at   only  ^ 
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inilo's  dist;ince  iVom  the  opposito  shore, 
had  IxMMi  (K\sert<'d  by  i(8  inhabitants,  who 
foresaw  its  coininiz'  late.  The  red-hot  bnlis 
and  bond)  shells  did  their  work  of  d(\s- 
t ruction,  shuttering"  many  hoiis(»s  and 
Slotting-  Iheni  ru  lire.  The  Ul^pei-  Town, 
whieh  had  not  be(Mi  so  eomphMciy  evacu- 
ated, i)rove(l  to  be  within  the  range  ol 
tlie  enemy's  guns,  and  the  greatest  panic 
])re vailed.  Our  Mothers,  ever  willing  lo 
hope  for  lh<^  best,  Inul  not  abandoned  tht* 
cloister,  "ihit,  says  the  Annalist,  at  th' 
first  discharge  from  th(^  English  l>atterirs, 
(he  Convent  was  struck  in  many  plac<'s, 
AVe  })assed  the  niuht  })elore  tlie  JJlesscd 
Sacrament,  in  such  terrois  as  may  he 
imagined." 

With  the  return  of  daylight,  it  was  re- 
solved to  remove  the  Community  to  a 
place  ol'  greater  safety.  It  would  have 
been  temerity  to  remain  longer  within 
reach  of  thi'  murderous  piojectiles  whili 
had  done  such  execution  in  a  single  nii>hr, 
Ihe  venera})le  Superioress,  Mother  Aligt^oii 
of  the  Nativity,  who  had  i)rovided  hersell 
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Willi  a  /lentiissiofi  in  case  of  such  an  rniev- 
griicy,  invitos  ench  one  to   niakti  np  licr 
litih'  parcol,  — such  as  she  can  carry— and 
.  to  ibilow  hor,  while  there  is  a  pause  in  the 
I  firing.     But    suddenly,   there   i.s    a   little 
Idi'lav.     No!    the    Convent   will   not   be 
^totally   abandoned.     Ten   oi'  the  listers, 
%with  tho  Dt'/f()sU(iire,  Mother  Davaniie  of 
fc?t.  Louis  do  Uonzague  at  th<Mr  head,  have 
odered  to  remain  ;  the  Chaplain,  liev.  Mr. 
Eeschi',    with  two    oi    his   friends,   have 
Toluntoered   to   be   their  guardians  ;  and 
«11  are  satisiied   w'ilh  the  arrangement, 
^lolher  Superior  gives  her  blessing  to  the 
little  baiul  as  they  sorrowfully   bid  each 
Othtu-   adieu.     Some    among   those  who 
were    going   forth    from    their  peaceful 
cloister,  were  very  aged ;  others  were  weak 
and  .sickly.  Did  any  then  foresee  ihat,  for 
-two  of  those  beloved  Mothers,  it  w^as  a  last 
Hdieu  as  they  issued  sorrowful  and  trem- 
Jbling  from  their  Convent-home? 
i    They   pass   dow^n   the   street  throucrh 
ralace-Gate.     They  give   no  thought  to 
*the  splendors   of  the  Intendant   Bigot's 
V  IPalace,  which  they  pass ;  nor  to  his  iniqui- 
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tons  proceoding-s,  oF  which  th^y  woro 
])roh}ibly  uiiintoriiKid  :  -but  hurry  on,  by 
the  nearest  paths,  across  the  meadow.s 
that  intervene  between  the  town  and  ihe 
G-eneral  Hospital;  for  that  is  the  nsyluin 
they  Mve  seeking",  adding  their  numbers 
to  the  hundreds  oi*  d*  tenc^less  wanderers 
already  sheltered  by  those  benevolent 
hidies. 

The  Ixeneral  Hospital   had    jecame  a 
"  city  ot*  relVige  "  i'or  nearly  800  persons, 
Tiie  nuns  of  the  H6tel-l)ieu  werealreadv 
there,  and   like  th(i  Ursiilines,  were  pre- 
pared to  take  their  share  of  the  fatigues, 
devolving  upon  the  HospUdlicres,  Every 
apartment  was  crowded.     All    the    out- 
houses, the  sheds,  and  barns,  were  occu- 
pied :  every    garret    and   empty  corner 
w^as  lilled  with  the  wretched   pallets  ot 
the  poor  refugees,  their  bundles  of  cloili- 
ing,  and  whatever  they  valued  or  sought 
to  preserve.    It  was  amoiig  these  sorro.v- 
ing  people,  whose  countenances  betrayed 
anxietv  and  consternation,  that  the  jiooj 
Bishop  de  Pontbriaiid,  who  had  taken  re- 
fuge at  Charlesbourg,  was  seeji  every  day 
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coiuini''  like   an  ani»-el  of  consolation,   to 
conii'ort,  encourage  and  bless. 

Later,  as  numbers  of  the  wounded  were 
brnuu-ht  in,  the  church  was  transformed 
into  a  hospital.  The  only  place  that  re- 
»!iained  vacant  was  the  nuns'  choir,  where 
the  ])oor  pt'oph*-  crowded  to  assist  daily 
at  the  Holy  Sacrihce  of  the  Mass.  Th  re, 
also,  the  thrive  Communities  assemble  I  to 
recite  the  Divine  Office,  the  only  respite 
tht'y  allowed  themselves  from  their  la- 
bors in  assisting  the  poor  aiul  needy,  or 
tending  the  sick.  Thus  passed  the  long 
sumnuM';  fcr  long  and  tedious  it  seemed  to 
those  whose  achini*'  hearts  were  swaved 
by  alternate  hope  and  dread.  Each  day 
brouuht  some  naw  cause  for  mourning*, 
or  some  new  spectacle  of  woe.  Fires, 
kindled  by  the  red-hot  projectiles,  contin- 
ued the  work  of  devastation.  At  times, 
it  sr^med  as  if  the  whole  city  was  doomed 
to  perish,  in  one  vast  conflagration.  If 
the  garrison,  within  their  stronghold  and 
battlim?  with  the  enemv,  were  safe,  it 
was  not  thus  with  the  few  inhabitants 
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who  still  veiiturcHl  lo  traverse  Iho  stroots, 
or  who  persisted  in  re  main  in  i>*  within 
their  own  dwelling's.  News  oi* fatal  acci- 
dents, oecurrini^  almost  daily,  increased 
the  anxi(^ty  oi'lhe  absent  nuns  for  their 
brav(^.  Sisters,  left  at  home.  How  ol'len 
their  eyes  were  turned  to  that  dear  s})ot! 
What  anijruish  they  endured  as  from  time 
to  time  they  discovered,  or  got  tidings  oi 
some  new  devastation.  One  (hiy  the  red- 
hot  balls  falling-  upon  a  shed,  set  it  on  lire  : 
all  the  oiit-houses  of  the  Convent  w(^re 
consumed,  the  flames  rising  high  and 
threatening  to  extend  to  all  the  build- 
ings around.  Another  time  they  ''vit- 
nessed  the  burning  of  the  Cathedral  and 
all  the  dwelling-houses  in  iis  vicinity.  A 
heart-rendiPT'  thing  for  lill,  was  the  devas- 
tation perpetrated  along  the  shores  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  where  houses  and  churches 
were  wantonly  set  on  fire,  and  depreda- 
tions of  every  kind  committed. 

We  need  not  ask  if  the  poor  exiles  often 
fled  to  the  foot  of  the  Tabernacle  to  find 
strerigth  and  hope, — meekly  accepting 
the  bitter  chalice  from  the  hand  of  Grod, 
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and  sayirg  with  the  patient  man  of  old  : 
'*  Thoni^h  lie  slay  me  yet  will  1  trust  in 
Jlim."/ 

At  h.'iioth,  it  was  Septemhtn*.  That 
nw'nth,  so  short  in  Canada,  with  its  balmy 
at  laosphoi't',  its  lustrous  skies,  its  pleasaiit 
harvest   scfUfs,  had   brought    tht'in    the 

♦  Ft'ast  of  \h''  Virgin's  birth-day  ;  and  with 
it,  hopt's  ol'sncurily.  ]!]vidently  tht»  Ewl^- 
iish  wt'it'  tired  of  iht^ir  useless  clflyrts  to 
giin  any  advantage  over  the  French. 
The  City  \v  IS  nearly  destroyed  ;  but  it  was 
not  taken.     They   had   once   tried   to   at- 

;  tack  Moutealm  in  his  iiitrenehments  on 
tilt'  IJcauport  plains,  and  it  had  been  a 
failure.  Wotdd  not  the  early  autumti, 
so  (juickly  followed  by  winter,  force  the 
ejieniy  to  withdriiw  their  jleet  ?  For 
several  days  the  troops,  which  had  so 
long  been  idle,  were  moving  in  various 
dii-ections  along  the  shores,  above  and 
below  Qu(d)ec;  but  th(^y  were  watched, 
and  all  W'\dv  points  wi're  guarded.  No 
one  kiunv  the  daring  project  the  intrepid 
AVolfe  was  meditating.     It  was  a  last  re- 
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source  ;  if   it   I'aileu,  the   campaign    wa& 
over. 

Our  roadcM's  know  how  evory  lliiiig 
coiispirod  io  ronclnr  thi^  ontori)ii.se  sue- 
cossl'ul.  Tho  silence  of  the  iiiuht  ioM  \\i> 
tales  ofthestenlthy  mnrchof  5000  soldiers. 
Th(?  echoes  ol"  the  cliff  only  }>r(>ught  Iho 
li.stei)i]ii»'  hoatiatMi  the  necessary  [)ass- 
word.  No  Toek  oi  the  shelving'  precipice 
ga\e  way  under  the  ([uick  footsteps  of 
tlie  eaj'er  l^jii'j^lish  soldier. 

The  lirst  rays  of  the  morinng  of  that 
memorable  loth  September,  fell  oi;  tlie 
glifteriiig  arms  of  an  enemy — notyet  with- 
iji  lh(\Ljaies  —  but  on  th^'  heights  which 
alone  had  re!uhM*ed  the  city  impregna!)le. 
The  "llattle  of  the  I'lains"  had  taken 
]dace  before  noon, crowding  into  the  biief 
space  of  one  hour,  events  thnt  have 
eh.inged  Ihe  d*'Ltinies  of  New  France  : 
Avliile  IIi>t(iry  h;is  ke})t  her  record,  and 
taught  the  sune  h'sson  as  Faith  :  "  That 
all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them 
that  love  God," 
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SCLNES  AFTKRTIli:  BATTLE  OF  THE  PLAINS. 

llow  firod  Uie  (ItMieral  Hospital,  with 

its  many  inhahitants  on  the  day  ol'hatt  \(\  ? 

[How  tared  thi^  three  Communities,  on  tlie 

^morrow    of  that    defeat    of   the    French 

'army,    which    had    been    accomplished 

ali.'iost  at  their  ycry  doors? 

The  Hospital,   lV(;ni  the  hour   of  mid- 
ni<,4it,  has  been  surrounded  by  a  detach- 
ment of  those  sanuMScotch  liiuhlanders, 
whose  bi-jo-ht  claymores  glitlered  so  ter- 
ribly as  they  pursued  down  the  hillside, 
j\Iontcalm's     routed    ibrces.     Uut     their 
altitude  now,  is  not  hostile.     Their  coia- 
liiander,  Capt.  McDonell,   has  explained, 
in  a  brief  interview  with  the  three  Supe- 
riors, the  necessity  he  is  under  ofinvest- 
ini>'    the    place,    in    order  to    prevent   a 
surprise.     He  has  ['edged  his  word  that 
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110  harm  shall  hciV^ll  the  iiimatos  oi'Notio- 
D;nn(^-d«vs  All 2:0s.  IIo  claims  tlieiv  biMic- 
volent  services  Tor  the  wouiuled  of  the 
l^Iiiglish  army,  who  are  brought  in,  indi.s- 
criininnidy  with  the  French,  from  the 
batMe-lield, 

Alas  !  among  the  latter,  the  nuns  often 
found  their  own  near  relations,  wilhoiit 
being  able   to  do  mere  to  soothe    their 
dyinjx  hour,  than  for  the  strangers,  com 
mitted  to  their  charity. 

The  remnants  of  the  French  army,  after 
turning  many  times  upon  their  pursuers, 
had  comjJetely  disappeared.  Their  ten's 
were  still  standing  along  the  plains  of 
l^eauport;  but  their  batteries  and  trenches 
were  sih^it  and  solitary  ;  their  gnns, still 
pointed,  were  mate.  Along  the  battle- 
iield  of  the  Plains,  still  reeking  with  gore 
and  covered  with  the  slain,  the  victors 
were  opening  the  turf,  to  hide  from  view 
the  hideous  elfects  of  war  ;  bearing  oil' 
such  of  the  poor  victims  as  still  survived, 
and  hastening  to  intrench  th(nnseiv(\s,  to 
secure  their  position  so  fortunately  gained 
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Around  the  Citadel,  groups  of  FnMich 
ilic'rs  are  secMi  in  consultation  ;  th(dr 
gl'U)mv  countenanot\s  tell  of  indecision, 
Wt'ariness.  and  des{io:id«Micy.  AVithin,  a 
feeble  garrison  of  seven  or  eii^ht  hundred 
iri'Mi,  awtiit  the  ord^M's  of  thidr  superior 
ofUeers  :  the  soldier's  watch- word  is  obe- 
dience. 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  tliat 
14t  hSeptcmbiM",  a  funeral  cortege,  issuing 
from  the  Castle,  winds  its  way  through 
the  dark  tind  obstructed  streets,  to  the 
little  Church  of  the  Ursulines.  AVith  the 
heavy  tiead  of  the  colUn  bearers,  keep 
time  the  measured  footsteps  of  the  mili- 
tiU-y  escort,  -De  Ivamsay,  and  the  olficers 
of  the  garrison,— following  to  their  hist 
resting  placi',  the  lifdess  remains  of  their 
iliiislrioiis  Conuaander-in  Chief.  No  mar- 
tial p()in[)  was  displayi^l  around  that 
hunddf  bier  ;  but  the  hero  who  had  af- 
forded, iit  his  <lying  hour,  the  sublime 
speciael.'  of  a  christian,  yielding  up  his 
soiil  to  (lod  in  till'  most  admirable  ^Miti- 
iiirnts  of  filth  and  rt^signation,  was  not 
^  1.  id  in  unconsecrated  ground. 
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No  burial  rite  could  })e  more  solomn 
than  that  hurried  evening  service,  per- 
formed  by  torch  light,  under  the  dila|)i. 
dated  roof  of  a  sacn-d  asylum,  where  tho 
soil  had  lirst  bi'en  laid  bare  by  one  of  tlit^ 
rude  engines  of  war;  the  grave  tones  o{ 
the  priests  murmuring  the  Libera  me,  Do- 
mine,  were  resj)onded  to  by  the  sighs  aiKl 
tears  of  consecrated  viigins,  hencidbrth 
the  guardians  of  the  precious  deposit, 
which,  but  for,  "inevitable  fate"  wouid 
have  been  reserved  to  honor  some  proud 
mausoleum. 

With  gloomy  forebodings  and  bittor 
thoughts,  l)e  Ramsay  and  his  compan- 
ions in  arms,  withdrew  in  silence  ;  nor 
ventured  to 

''  Discharge  one  farewell  shot 

O'er  the  tuinb  where  a  hero  wa?*  buried  !  " 

A  few  citizens  had  gathered  in,  and 
among  the  rest,  one  led  by  the  hand  his 
little  daughter,  ^  who,  looking  into    the 


1.  Mother  Duhe  of  St.  Ignatins,  who  died  in  ISoi), 
at  the  age  of  t'ighty-nine. 
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>peii  grave,  saw  and  remembered   more 

'  tl  .11  ihrct' fourths  of  a  century  later,  the 

|roiiiih  wooden   box,   which  was  all    the 

truim  d  ciiy  could  atibrd   to  enclose   the 

-jrenniins  ol  her  Defender  ! 

i  l>ut  while  all  is  silent  a2^ain  around  the 
'CcnvtMit  of  the  Ursuliiies,  let  us  transport 
oui'srivos  ill  s[^irit  (o  the  Hospital,  where 
are  assemblrd  so  many  poor  trembling 
V(>m<  n  and  ehildvon  ;  homeless  widows 
and  oi[)li;iiis;  helpless  old  men,  and  sick 
or  wounded  soldiers. 

k^luiin.  d  with  Ihe  events  of  the  last 
forly-eight  hours,  the  final  result  of  which 
is  yet  uncertain,  all  await  in  cruel  sus- 
pense. J  lad  the  last  hour  of  the  I^'rench 
dominion  in  Caiu\da  passed  away  ?  had 
the  Coh)ny  fxehanued  masters  with  that 
briei"  struu'gle,  the  l>attleofthe  Tlains  ? 
■l\^oiild  not  the  French  troops  rally  and 
return,  awakening  agam  the  death-telling 
ro;ir  of  artill(My,  and  exi)osingto  the  fatal 
stiokt^  even  that  remnant  of  friends  and 
relations  ? 

I3ut  at  this  late  evening  hour,  sleep  and 
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sorrow  have  closed  th(?  eyesofall,— oxc<^p! 
thoso  who  suffer,  or  who  watch  io  all. 
viate  sufFerinas.  Of  both  classes  ihere  nip 
not  a  few,  and  among  them  we  find  our 
di^ar  Ursnline  Mothers.  One  little  dor 
mitory  is  all  that  the  most  teiuler  hospi- 
tality  has  been  .d)le  to  assigii  them  ;  ain] 
tonight,  it  is  transformed  into  a  dcuth- 
chamber  for  two  of  their  luimber,— two 
whose  last  hour  has  been  hastened  bv  th- 
calamitous  scenes  throri>'h  whicii  they 
had  just  passed.  Mother  Jeryan  of  JSt 
Joseph,  rescued  from  captivity  among  the 
Indians,  and  received  forty  years  aiio 
among  the  daughters  of  St.  Ursula,  wili 
no  more  return  to  her  ])eloyed  Monastery; 
but  exiled  from  her  second  home,  she  h:ij 
departed  to  her  hap}>y  eternal  home  in 
heav(ui. 

The  second  victim,  whose  heart  broke 
— it  would  seem  -  with  the  death  blow 
given  to  her  countiy,  was  Mother  Char- 
lotte de  Muy  of  St.  Helen  ,  the  same  whose 
hand  has  traced  for  us  all  tlie  details  ot 
the  war,  up  to  the  day  vrheu  the  nearer 
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lipproaeh  oi'  the  enemy  g-ave  her  a  pre- 
lentiment  of  what  w^ould  be  the  result 
Df'th'.'  impending"  crisis. 

It' the  brave  Crenerai,  w^hose  deeds  she 
lecorded  with  such  interest,  rejoiced  that 
he  was  ])ermitted  to  die  before  Quebec 
would  surrender  ;  the  humble  spouse  of 
GhrisI,  hiM'self  the  daughter  of  one  wdio 
liad  governed  a  part  of  the  Colony,  (Loui- 
siana,) resigned  hersidf  all  the  more  cheer- 
fully to  go  forth  from  ihis  w^orld,  that  sho 
might  not  see  her  country  ruled  by  a 
foreign  power. 

The  soldier  has  his  grave  under  the 
roof  of  the  Monastery;  the  two  Ursulines 
repose  in  a  little  garden-cemetery,  beside 
the  Hospital  w^here  so  many  a  brave  sol- 
dier  expired  :  their  ashes  mingle  with 
those  of  the  generous  II()sp/fa/ieres,whosQ 
fi'iendship  was  to  our  dear  Mothers  the 
dWeetest  solace  of  their  exile. 

,^^  A  few  days  later,  the  City  had  capitu- 
:§ted.  The  victors  enter,  to  behold  the 
*tuins  they  have  made  ;  and  are  forced  to 
repair  them,  to  find  lodgings  for  thcm- 
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selves.  The  FUmI-cvoss  of  St.  Geomo  i> 
flying'  (Vom  the  heights  of  Cape  Diarnoiu], 
iiijstead  of  the  lily-spotted  banner  of  ^^t 
Lonis,  when  the  Ursuliiies  re-enter  thii: 
cloister  :— it  was  on  the  21st  of  Septemlni 
after  an  absence  of  seventy  dayn. 

The  spectacle  which  the  Convent  pre^ 
sented,  has  l)een  graphically  depicted  in 
onr  Annals  : — "The  building  that  serv.; 
for  the  Extern-school,  in  ruins;  the  saciiv 
ty,  the  chapel  of  fSaints,  and  the  Churcli 
pierced  by  cannon-balls  and  bombshells 
several  cells  in  the  dormitory  much  da 
maged  ;  roofs  broken  in  ;  chimneys  demo 
lished ;  the  laundry,  dilapidated  by  i 
bomb  which  had  traversed  the  floor  c: 

the  Community Yet,  adds  the  writer 

with  charactaristic  gratitude,  our  losse; 
w^ould  have  been  much  greater,  had  no 
eight  of  our  dear  Sisters  been  courageoi; 
enough  to  remain  in  the  Convent  duriu. 
the  siege.  Kegardless  of  fatigue,  ami  ei 
posed  to  be  wounded  or  killed  by  th: 
falling  projectiles,  ihey  were  ever  on  tli: 
watch,  and  succeeded  in  saving  most  c 
the  windows,  the  statues,  the  pain  ting? 
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the;  two   tabernacles  and  altar  furniture, 
with  other  precious  articles,  which  had 
they  not  been  removed,  would  have  been 
•  damaged  or  destroyed." 

As  to  the  aspect  of  the  city,  after  a  two 
months'  sie""e,  let  our  readers  recall  to 
mind  the  tact,  that  the  Ursuline  Convent, 
which  they  have  just  contemplated,  was 
one  of  the  edilices  that  had  suffered  the 
least.  Six  hundri'd  houses  were  so  rid- 
dled by  shot  and  shell  as  to  be  tenantless, 
When  they  were  not  totally  destroyv'd. 
The  Cathedral,  the  Semiiiaiy,  the  Bishop's 
Palace,  the  liitendant's,  &c.  were  in  ruins. 
Thi^  residences  of  the  Jesuits,  the  Kecol- 
lets,  and  the  Hotel  Dieu,  had  suffered 
severely.  In  Lower-Town,  but  one  house 
had  escaped  destruction  ;  and  blacl^ened, 
crumbling  walls  were  all  that  remained 
of  that  favorite  church.  No' re- Dame  des 
Vivtoires. 

'     It  will  not  oe  without  interest  to  sub- 
join here 

The  Community  in  1759 :  or  the  names 
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and  fii^es  of  tJie  Num^,  who  witiiossod   tho 
events  related  in  tlie  last  chapters. 

Uev.  Mother  Mario-Anne  Mi^eon  dc  Uransac  of 

tlie  Nativily,   Superioress,  agf*!     7l 
Genevi  "ve    1J(  ici^.er   of  S.    Piirre, 

As.'i.  ''in!      ...    8i{ 

Marie- Loni'<'  ('■,  "Hard  of  tlieBlessed 

Viriiin,   Zelat'v      G2 

FraiiQoise  de  Hertel  ^f  St.  Exnp"re  7'J 
GenevievedeLaGran^^e (if St.  Loui^  01 
Esther  Wheehvri^iht  of  the  Infant 

Jesus ()2 

^largiierite  Clnutier  of  St.  Monica.  51) 
Marie-Anne  de  J3oucherville  of  St. 

Ignatius G.T 

Marie-Anne  Buteau  of  St.  Agnes. »  (!1 
Marie-Charlotte    de    Miiy    of    St. 

Helen  1 ^') 

Marie-Claire  Gaillard  of  St. Thomas     a' 
Mary-Dorothy    Joryan    of    St.   Jo- 
seph ^ 54 

Madcleine-Genevieve    Perthuis    of 

St.  Charles bi 

Anne-Catherine  Petit  of  St.  Stanis- 
laus      'o\] 

Jeanne-Claire    Marchand     of    St. 
Etienne , 40 


^9 


Deceased  at  the  General  Hospital,  Sept.  14th. 
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Rev.  Mother  ^ririe-Murguerite   Davann?   of  St. 

Lo'.'is  de  GonZ!igi*e. 40 

Miriy  Elizabeth  Itichard  of  St.  Au- 
gust'n   38 

Marie-Catherine  Lagere  ot  St.  Ga- 
briel      40 

Marie-Antoinette    Ponlin     of     St. 
Francia  36 

Genevieve    de    Lantagnac    of    St. 
Henry 36 

Angeli(i[ne    tie    Lantagnac    of    St. 
Mary 29 

Marie-Fran^oise  Puiilin  of  St.  A(i- 
tliony... —     26 

Marie-F.  Ciireux  de  St.  Gernmin  of 
St.  Chry.'^ostoin 27 

Marie-C.  Lefebvre  of  St.  Genevieve     26 

Marie-Joseph  Deslluches  of  the  An- 
•jc's    36 

Louise-Fran^oif-e   Soupiran   of  St. 
UrsnUi 25 

Marie-M;iileleine    Cureiix    de     St. 
Germain  of  St.  Agatiia 23 

M.-CharlotteBrassanl  ofSt.  Clare.      29 

Angelique  C.  Parise  of  St.  John.        24 

M.-Fran^oise  Compare  of  St.  Fran- 
9oi<-Xavier. 22 

M. -Madeleine  Massot  of  St.   Fran- 
cis of  Paul 26 

M.-Anue  Brassard  of  St.  Magdalen.     23 
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Thirtefi/i  Latj  Sisters  :  — 

Sr.  iMiir^rueritc  Grave!  of  St.  Clonjeiit 

Marie-Aiiiie  liiiciiie  ol"  tije  Kt'surroctiun 
M.  Jiilit'iine  Muun-^  ol"  St.  Andri'w,  . . . 
Miirie-Josepli  (htgnoii  of  St.  Paul  .  .  .. 
Marie-Jose{)h  Patciioto  (jf  St.  Francis 
Genevieve  Miinaux  o'  the  Presentiition 
Marie  Jeanne  Dedard  of  Si.  ITyacinthe 
Elizabeth  Le  Vasseiir  of  St.  Ambrose. 
M.  Itosahe  JJethird  of  St.  Fr.  lte<^i.s... 
M.  An^eh'que  Toupin  of  St.  Mariha.. 

M.  Klizubeth  Dedard  of  St.  Denis 

An<j;eli(iiife  Dery  of  St.  Tliecla 

Louitie-Gertrude  Hamel  of  St.  Anne   . 


Total  :  forty 
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PRISONERS  OF  WAR 


THM    CONVF.NT    Kl'-COMIOS    A    HOSPITAL. 
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Ill  letters  written  after  th^  return  of 
our  Mothers  to  their  cloister,  they  slyle 
themselves— and  with  reason  —  Prisonen 
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M  of  far.  'riit'y  nre  uiiC(M'tMin  what  will  bo 
th»'  lii^v^  of  the  ConvtMit,  or  the  Country. 
\\'ill  tht'y  he  o1)1!u-»hI  to  po  to  France  ? 
Will  not  the  En<il;>h  lose  hy  treaty  what 
tht'y  luve  «r  'ined  l)y  conquest  ?  Or  will 
not  th<-  French  Monarch,  at  last,  come  to 
succor  his  lailhlul  subjects  ? 

Our  lendei's  have  seen  what  clamai>*es 
the  Convent  had  sutlered.    Besides  those, 
the  i'lrin  on  the  St.  Oliailes,  belont^ing*  to 
the  nuns,  had  been  ravaged,  their   cattle 
driven  oil';  the  croj')s  of*  wheat  and  hay 
were   destroved.     They  h;id  no  fuel  for 
the  coniinii"  winter  ;  their  stock  of  linen 
and  other  effects  which  they  were   accus- 
tomed to   receive  From  I'^rance,  was  ex- 
.austed.     They   could    expect    no    help 
om    Iheir    friends,    wh(Mi    the    whole 
country  was  a  ruin.     In  this  conjuncture, 
Providence  raised  up  protectors  for  thenj, 
where  they  could  least  have  exi)ected. 

General  Murray,  cnteiiiig  the  city  as 
master,  had  promised  thai  ihe  Religious 
Communities  should  not  be  molested.  He 
paid    the  UrsuHnes   an   early   visit,    and, 
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from  his  lirst  iiitorviow  with  the  agod 
Snporioross,  seoiiis  to  have  concoivod  lor 
her  the  liii^liost  cstooin.  Assuring  hor 
oi'his  special  protection  I'or  the  C'ommii- 
iiity,  he  uianiiosted  his  wi^h  to  occupy  a 
part  of  the  Convent  as  a  hospital,  lor  the 
wounded  or  sick  of  the  army. 

The  proposal  was  acceded  to  with  a 
good  grace,  and  immediately,  workmen 
were  sent  in  to  make  the  nece«i;sary  repa- 
rations. Commencnig  by  the  Church, 
the  only  one  in  the  City  that  was  not  in 
ruins,  they  had  it  prepared  for  Divine 
service,  on  the  24th  of  September.  Tt'ii 
days  later,  the  sick  soldiers  were  brought 
in,  several  apartments  having  been  \n\: 
in  readiness.  Tlie  venerable  Superiores' 
cheerfully  accejited  the  duties  of  her  now 
position,  and  distributed  her  nuii  i  thronch 
the  various  departments  of  the  new  Iloy 
])i,laL  Divine  charity  tauiiht  the  nuns  to 
banish  every  oth(»r  ftn^ling  but  compas- 
sioii  from  their  hearts,  and  to  wait  upon 
tht'se  strangers,  lately  their  enemies,  asi: 
they  had  seen  in  each  the  Divine  Saviou: 
himself. 
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III  Uie  mean  time  the  cold   season  was 
advaiH'iiii^.  Tht'  rei^imeiit  of  Jlighlniidors, 
Cjuarh'rcd   upon    the   Convent,  had   (heir 
than*   in   th"  hard   hii)ors  imposed  upon 
all  the  soldit'vs  in  providini*-  the  City  with 
fu<'l.     l^]xposed    by    the  pecuiiaritii's    of 
tln'ir  costumt»  to  suli'tM'  severely  from  the 
0liniat(\  th»'V  were  objects  of  comi)assioa 
to  the   li'ood  nuns,   who  set   to  work    to 
provid(^  sul)stantial  hose  "  to  cover  the 
limbs  of  the  })0()rstrang«>rs.''  On  the  other 
hand,  the  convalescent   oflieers  and  sol- 
diers wereeai^er  to  show  their  gratitude 
by  rendering"  every  out-door  service  in 
Aeir  power,  clearing*  the   paths  around 
t^e  Convent  from  snow,   bringing  as  far 
M  they  were  allowed,  burdens  of  every 
Itfnd,  wood  and  water,  the  daily  provi- 
nis  which  were  ordered  from  the  Com- 
liss  iriat,  or  from  the  baker's  office.    The 
prejudices   they    had    previously    enter- 
feined,and  their  opinions  jfa  "nunnery" 
^ere  soon   modified,   by  seeing    the   hu- 
milily  and  real  charity  with  which  these 
Religious  accomphshed  the  tasks,  neces- 
iity  had  imposed  upon  them.     In  Kev. 
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Mothor  Mig'con  ol"  thn  N;'tivity,  the  Su- 
poriorcss,  whoso  morils  and  qu;\liii(;alioi> 
iitfod  h(M"  lor  the  trvini>-  situation,  and  ir. 
ail  (he  Sisterhood,  thoy  behehl  persons!^, 
whom  Ih  'y  could  not  rei'use  the  lril)ii: 
ol'  the  hi<''hest  esteem. 

As  to  the  relio'ioiis  (exercises  oi' the  ini- 
liiary,    during-  the  Ih'SL    months  oi'  th.' 
oeciipaiion  of  the  city,  we  learn  iVom  ih 
echo  of  the  past,  tradition,  that  the  chui  ,. 
ol'  the  IJrsulines,  whcu'o  the  Catholic  }) 
pulation   of  the    city   assembled  for  lli 
IIolv  Saeriiice  oi'  the  mass,  was  occupi''. 
at  uthor  tin.ies,  for  the  Anglican  rite. 

It  is  easy  to  conceive  with  what  secro: 
sorrow — if   a   stroni^^er  word   would  ii 
better   express   the   sent imiMit  — our   Mo 
tilers  yielded   up  their   "  altais  and  th'T 
shriiies, "  to  those  who   pi'of'ssed  no  vo- 
pect  l'(;r  either.   Doubtless,  at  such  hnvj 
if  I'oiced  to  leave  the   choir  vacant,  not; 
f'W  took  rei'ng'e  in  the  chai)el  oi'Sairil.Nt 
pray    f>r    those    who    honored    wl  tli 
kS: lints.     Where  the  Chaplain  of  t lie  Iroor 
resided,    it   is   not    said  ;    but    the  wwvr 
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-  Chaplnn,  Rvjv.  Mr.  liesche,  had  taken  up 
lis  lodivintjs  in  tln'  par/oir  ^  during*  the 
Bi<'ii'e;and  he  continued  to  occupy  the 
jpartiaenl  during-  those  dillicult  times,  in 
IrdiM-  to  he  at  hand  whenever  his  pre- 
ience  might  ])e  re([uired. 

Jl"  the  winter  was  a  Iohlc  and  painliii 
one  to  lh(^  Ursulines,  if  some  ol'  the  tSislors 
sank  under  t'digne,  IhiM'e  were  other 
causes  ol' suderiuLi",  besides  the  lal)ovs  and 
incoiivciiienci^s  to  which  the,  w<'re  ex- 
p6s<'(l.  Tliev  kn«'W  well  tliat  th<^  French 
,^'niy  had  not  surnMidere.d.  The  bravo 
De  Levis  had  assembled  at  Montreal  all 
ftie  Forces  that  \\  maiiied  ;  determined  to 
makf  one  more,  (lespiM'ate  eflbrt  to  save 
the  Country.  Descending'  the  river  with 
the  iirst  a})pear  lu^e  ot'spriiin",  his  inten- 
tion was  todiive  tlu;  enemy  iVomC^uebfC, 
oelort'  iht'ir  relurnini>'  vessels  coiil  1  lind 
a  passMgt  through  the  ice  in  th"  Cluil'. 
On  the  2Hh  of  April,  he  mi't  the  l^mhsh 

^  I  iu'  same  roMi,),  —  the  two  parts  li- iiig  hmw 
In  \\,i  ititK  .inc  —  i-^  oc^'upi-' I  at  tlic  present  tiay  liy 
U'  <'haplaiii  of  the  M.  ina>lerv. 
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troops  for  the  second  battle  on  the  Plaiiiv 
Alas,  tor  good  counsel  on  such  occasion^ 
could  the  all-wise  decroes  of  Divine  Pro. 
vidence  have  been  read  beforehand,  ho\^ 
much  blood,  uselessly  shed,  might  hav; 
b'^en  spared  !  But  the  people  of  CanncL 
could  not  believe  that  their  country,  di^ 
covered,  conquered  and  colonised  b: 
Frenchmen,  could  be  given  up  by  Franc 
and  while  they  fought 

''  For  their  altar.>^  and  tlieir  firea, 
GotI,  and  their  native  land," 

with  heroic  courage,  they  never  expect^' 
to  be  left  alone  to  cope  with  an  enemy  v 
powerful. 

Three  dreadful  hours  hud  covm'ed  th 
ground  with  the  slain.  Friend  and  1 
lay  in  promiscuous  heaps  on  that  fifM 
the  dead.  The  English  troops  had  bt' 
driven  back  in  disorder.  But  of  \':h 
avail  was  this  paitial  advantage,  or  t!i 
destruction  of  lives  and  property  duni. 

the  following   live-days'  Siege  ? 1 

Knidy    reinforcements    for    the    Eiiuli> 
army   were   at  hand.     The   first   spriii. 


VERY. 

a  the  Plain>, 
;h  occasioih 
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YP><c'ls  \vor»^  doscrieJ, sailing-  up  the  eh;ui- 
iiel.  li',  lor  a  moment,  the  intrepid  De 
L(^vis  fancied  that  the.^e  were  French 
'Men-ofwar,  hastenini>:  to  his  rescue,  he 
^Xvas  soon  und(»ceived.  The  Ued-cross  of 
^imland  was  Hying  at  the  mast-h   ad  ! 

•  Frt^nehm»Mi.!  Canadians!  c^ase  your 
^espcr  !t(^  strite  Ovcrwh'dmod  by  nuni- 
%er>.  you  mav  desist  without  shame  ;  for 
|ou  have  nobly  (UdtMidinl  a  right(M)us 
iau^*^  Th(»  £ite  of  natio';s  is  in  the  hand 
if  God  ;  and  later,  when  you  know  why 
%^  (h-niod  you  victory,  you  will  bless  his 
§ppnrent  rigor  and  own  that  "  He  doth 
«li  ihini'-s  well! 


u 


After  that  second  Siege  of  Quebec  was 
[I  covered  til:  q^,^,^.  ^^^^^  Annalist  writes  :  "  It  was  now, 
|riend  and  t"       ijQore  than  ever,  that  our  Convent  became 

a  hospital;  with  diihcnlty  we  found  means 


n 


that  heia 


^ops  had  b"e.      |^  i\>tain  lodgings  ibr  ourselves."     Hour 

But   of  v:H;       lifter  hour  the  wounded  English  soldiers 

Imtage,  or  ili      ^ore  brought  in.  The  horrid  spectacle  of 

|operty  duviii:^     jliangled   and  mutilated  lind)s,  of  blood 

and   gore,   of  acute  suffering    in  all   its 
varied  forms,  was  an  appalling  one  for 
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Ursuliuos  :  but  they  had  already  S(^eii 
what  W(n*e  the  dismal  effects  of  war, 
and  had  taken  lessons  in  the  dressing  of 
wounds,  during  the  great  Siege  ;— they 
found  courage  in  their  charity,  and  coa- 
tinned  their  compassionate  cares  as  long 
as  there  was  occasion  for  them. 

Our  Annalist — no  longer  Mother  de 
Muy  of  St.  Helen, — has  been  too  sparing 
of  details.  We  may  form  an  idea  of  what 
has  been  omitted,  by  a  few  lines  written 
at  the  Greneral  Hospital,  after  the  second| 
battle  of  the  Plains. 

"  How  depict,  says  the  Hospita/iere,  the 
horrors  we  have  had  to  see  and  hear,  dnr-j 
ing  the  twenty-four  hours  that  the  tran- 
sit hither  lasted, — the  cries  of  the  dyind 
and  the  lamentations  of  those  interested! 
in  their  fate.  A  strength  more  than  huma 
is  necessary  at  such  a  time,  to  preveiitl 
those  engaged  in  tending  such  suffereKl 
from  sinking  under  their  task. 

"  After  having  dressed  more  than  five 
hiUTcfred  patients,  placed  on  beds  obtained 
f:om  the  King's  rragaziues,  there  still  re- 
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nere  still  re 


mained  others  unprovided    for Our 

barns  and  sh«>ds  were  full  of  the  wound- 
ed  We  had  in  our  inlirmaries  sevcnty- 

lWo  officers,  of  whom  thirty-three  died. 
The  amputation  of  legs  and  arms  w^as 
going  on  everywhere 

*'  The  British  had  taken  possession  of 
the  Ilotel-Dieu,  the  Ursuiine  Convent  and 
private  dw^elling  houses,  for  the  recept.^'on 
oi"  their  wounded,  tvlio  ivere  even  in  g't'ealcr 
number  than  ours. " 

Our  Annals  mark,  summarily,  the  death 
of  several  of  the  English  soldiers,  within 
the  Monastery.  One  of  the  Palls  for  the 
sick  had  th3  reputation  of  being  infected 
with  some  pestiferous  malady, — but  this 
did  not  prevent  the  nuns  from  continuing 
their  charitable  attendance. 

The  community  Hall  had  been  assigned 
to  the  Officers;  beneath  it,  a  similar  apart- 
ment became  the  Council-chamber,  w^hero 
General  Murray,  twice  a  week,  assembled 
his  military  tribunal.  The  Class-rooms,  the 
pupils'  Refectory  and  other  apartments, 
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wvre  traiislbrmed  into  sick-waids  for  the 
soldiers.  ^ 

In  the  mean  time,  the  table  of  the  nuns, 
as  well  as  the  wants  ol*  their  g-uests,  con- 
tinued to  he  furnished  by  military  orders. 

On  the  8th  of"  September,  the  capitula- 
tion oi"  Montreal,  and  the  subsequent 
evacuation  of  the  country  by  the  Fi-ench 
troops— sent  back  toFranc(%  accompanitid 
by  a  great  number  of  persons  of  distinct- 
ion— mii^ht  well  have  extinguished  the 
last  rny  of  hope  of  ever  being  reunited 
to  the  mr>ther-country.  But  not  so 
easily  fade  the  visions  which  the  heart, 
rather  than  the  fancy,  pictures.     France 

^  The  precipe  date  of  tlie  departure  of  the  mili- 
tary from  the  Monastery  is  not  registered  :  apparently, 
it  was  not  later  than  the  month  of  June  (1760). 

There  is  a  curious  document  to  prove  that  the 
Convents  knew  how  to  obtain  redress  if  molested. 
It  as  an  Ordinance  si^ined  by  the  Aid-de-Camp,  Th. 
Mills,  to  the  purport  that  "  The  Superiors  of  the  Con- 
vents in  the  City,  having  complained  tliat  the  Reli- 
gious are  prevented  from  taking  their  usual  recrea- 
tions in  their  gardens  by  the  Otiiccrs  entering  the 
enclosure:  —  wherefore,  it  isexi)ressly  forbidden  hence- 
forward that  an}  Officer  or  soldier  enter  there,"  «fec. 
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had  not  yet  ratified  the  Conquest — per- 
haps she  never  would — and  meanwhile, 
the  larmer  repairing  his  ruined  walls  and 
hedges,  cultivates  the  land  ;  the  indus- 
trious mechanic,  poorer  than  ever,  pur- 
sues his  daily  toil ;— avoiding,  as  far  as 
possible,  all  contact  with  the  strangtTS, 
who  occupy  every  post  of  honor  or  emo- 
lument ;  who  are  stationed  at  the  gates  of 
the  City,  and  at  the  door  of*  every  hali 
of  Justice  ;  who  monopolize  whatever 
trade  and  commerce  can  be  carried  on  : 
and  who  consider  themselves,  in  all  res- 
l)ects  —  as  th<^y  wifeh  to  be  treated  —  the 
lonJ>  of  the  land 

Hostilitii^s  had  at  last  ceased,  aiul  in  the 
calm  of  so  disastrous  a  storm,  more  of  the 
dispersed  families,  belonging  to  the  City, 
returned  to  seek  their  former  habitations. 
In  many  cases  it  was  but  a  heap  of  stones 
and  rubbish,  that  marked  the  site  of  their 
once  happy  liomestead.  Our  Mothers, 
remembering  the  hospitality  others  hud 
exercised  towards  them  in  the  days  of 
their  exile,  made  room  for  several  fami- 
lies who,  during  the  winter,  filled  all  the 
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available  apartments  of  the  Monastery, 
and  its  (^'pendencies.  Amonir'  the  num- 
ber ofpiM'sons  who  were  thus  sheltered, 
the  Annalist  has  noted,  that  "  there  were 
several  deaths  of  ehihlren,  and  p«^ople  of 
various  ai^es;  th(^  i^vound  ti.^ar  the  Ext»  rns 
served  for  their  burial.  The  bodies  w^re 
r<»movod  to  the  pubHc  cemetery  only  the 
followinir  year.  " 

"While  our  Ursuiin(»s  were  thus  exer- 
cising charity,  at  th(»  expense  of  <Tr(n\t  in- 
conveiiit^nce  to  th^nnselves,  they  did  not 
loi'get  their  first  and  most  cherished  obli- 
"•aticn  :  duriiiii'  ;he  course  of  the  winter 
(1761-2)  they  b  'ran  to  take  boarder's,  and 
to  open  a  class  of  instruction  for  (bay 
scholars.  In  the  month  of  April,  a  cer 
tain  number  of  children  btnng  found 
sufficiently  prepared,  the  great  act  of  the 
First  Communio]!  took  place,  under  the 
direction  of  the  indefatigable  pastor,  Ivev. 
M.  Recher. 

On  the  same  page  w^e  find  another 
memorandum,  wdii(di  is  a  silent,  but  elo- 
quent comment  u[)on  the  poverty  of  tlie 
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Convout  :  "in  (ht^  month  of  June  of  this 
present  y(»nr,  wo  received  in  alms  iVom 
]\lr,  uMonlgollier/  Sui)erior  oi'  the  Semi- 
nal y  oi'  St.  Sill  pice,  at  Montreal,  forty 
hu^hels  of  \vh(\it,  which  has  ena])h^d  us 
to  sow  our  land  on  the  IJiver  St.  Charle.^. 
AVe  hav(^  thus  hopes  -of  laisino-  a  lit  lie 
o-rain,  since  the.  war  has  not  robhed  us 
of  our  farm." 


0 


A  little  further  on,  we  read  of  the  loss 
f  a  \essel,  on  l)Oard  of  which  were  a 
number  of  Canadi-m  families,  o-oini>-  to 
France.  "  Only  six  ])ersons  were  saved. 
This  shipwreck  has  carried  affliction  and 
mourning  into  nearly  every  famil 


y 
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the 


country 
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This  was   the    ill  fated    A 


u- 


jrusta,  where  one  hundred  and  fouiteeu 
persons, among  whom,  more  than  tw^Mity 
Ollicers  of  the  French  nobility  with  their 
families,  perished  on  the  rocky  and  inhos- 
pitable coast  of  Cape  Ijreton. 

If   the    arms   of  England    were   fully 


1  Mr.  Mont,sr»-)lfior  wap  chartred  with  tlie  ( ccK'sias- 
tical  allkir.-  of  tin-  diocese,.  and  was  tlu-  presmiiplive 
caiuliclate  fur  the  vacant  See  of  Quebec. 
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trinmphiint  in  th«^  New  World,  if  nearly 
all  North  America  owned  her  sway,  now 
that  the  French  possessions  hud  become 
h<'rs,  the  "  Seven  years'  War  "  had  not  yt't 
come  to  a  conclusioii  in  r]urope.  This 
unsettled  state  oi'  atlairs  h«'yond  the  At- 
Ian  tic,  was  watched  with  int(nise  inten^st 
by  the  brave  and  loyal  Canadian  French- 
men, who  had  b«'en  compelled  to  lay 
down  th(nr  arms — but  not  their  hopes  ! 
It  was  oidy  with  the  news  oi' the  Treaty 
that  ratified  the  conquest,  in  1763,  that 
the  fiiud  act  of  acceptation  was  mad'»;  and 
with  it  anotlier  more  hearty  act  ot'thanks- 
givino',  on  bt^ini^  assured  that  the  rights 
of  Ueligion  would  })e  respected.  In 
Quebec,  the  public  expression  of  grati- 
tude "for  the  blessing  of  peace  and  the 
continuation  of  the  Catholic  Religion," 
was  ovdaiut  d,  and  on  the  24th  of  June 
a  solemn  Te  Denni  was  chanted  in  the 
Church  of  the  IJrsulines. 

That  the  hope  of  a  return  to  the  French 
government  was  only  given  up  at  the  last 
moment,  appears  in  all  the  correspondence 
of  the  period.  Thus,  after  the  Treaty,  one 
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of  our  nuns,  writini^  to  our  Pjirisian  Ur- 
sulin(»s,  s;iys  :  ''  I  know  how  sincon^ly 
yon  have  shared  the  alUictions  that  have 
weigh. ^d  upou  us  lor  isovtTal  years  past. 
A  treaty  of  peace,  so  long  desired,  but 
conchided  on  teruis  so  contrary  to  our 
hopes,  has  liiUMl  up  the  measure  oi*  our 
sorrows.  We  hnve  felt  the  disappoint- 
meiit  the  more  siMisibly,  from  haviiii^ 
llatter^^d  ourselves  so  long  that  the  iinal 
arningements  would  be  very  dill'erent,  for 
wo  could  not  persuiide  ourselves  that 
Canada  would  be  so  easily  given  up- 
Nothing  is  left  f  )r  us  t)ut  to  adore  with 
submission  the  impenetrable  decrees  of 
the  Almighty."  The  annals  are  more 
reserved  in  their  comments  :  they  write 
for  post(»rity  and  prudently  leave  all 
things  to  be  decicknl  by  (Experience.  We 
iind  merely  the  following  note  :  "  On  the 
24th  of  May,  18G3,  a  Treaty  of  Peace  was 
signed  between  the  king  of  France  and 
of  England.  Canada  remains  to  the 
Eiiglsh.  Grod  gr;int  that  Religion  may 
ever  continue  tollourish!" 
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otiii:r  trials  and  consolations  : 

inSIloP  HIMAM)  :  'nii:  r.OAKDINfi-SCHOOh  Kr.-orKNKn. 

Olio  of  th(^most  afllictiiit»'  disponsations 
of  Divine  rrovidoiice,  in  a  rrliii-ions  point 
ol' view,  Jit  this  e}K)ch,  was  the  doccase 
oi*  l]ish(tp  de  rontl)viand  ;  this  occnrriHl 
at  Montreal,  on  the  8lh  oi'  June,  17G0  \ 

^  It  was  not  as  a  mere  figure  of  IMietoric  that  the 
Sacred  Orator  cxchiimcd  :  — 

"  Plonrcz.  infortuneo  Colonie,  plrurrz,  parce  que.  le 
pastcur  fraj'pe.  vous  avez  tout  Hcu  de  craindre  de 
voir  hiciitot  le  troupfau  disperse,  tt  d'etre  conuiie 
des  hrebis  erraiites,  sans  j)astenr  et  sans  L'uide,  expo- 
sees  a  hi  turenr  th>s  louj)s.  Pletirez,  terres  fecondes 
en  fruits  de  ^naces  et  de  sahit  ;  pleurez,  flans  h\ 
crainte  de  voir  hienlot  le  fnunent  des  elus,  ravaire 
par  les  incursions  des  mediants,  ou  eioufle  par 
rivraic  que  riicnune  ennenii  y  fera  croitre  en  ahon- 
dance." 

()i((ison  fiDirhre,  j.'ro)iQ)iccc  a  Monti'ad  le2')  sej't., 
17G(I,  2'ft^'  ^^-  Jolu'c't. 
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►Since  the  arrival  of  the  ominent-rrL-late 
ill  Caiuula  (1741),  ha  had  proved  himself 
ill  every  way,  tlie  good  Pastor,  the  iViend 
mid  beiitd'actor,  the  father  of  his  p»'oplo. 
After  the  events  of  the  18th  yi'pteiril)er, 
(1751^)  he  had  followed  thi'  French  army 
to  Moiitreiii,  continuing'  to  sacrifice  the 
r^'iiinant  of  his  patrimony,  for  the  ri'licf  (d' 
the  indi<»-ent ;  his  h  'allh,  in  the  discharo-e 
oi"  his  piistoral  duties,  in  cares  and  solici- 
tu<le  of  every  kind;  advising*,  exho;ting 
ami  encouraging',  the  deh'nders  of  Canada, 
ill  a  cause  deemed  identical  with  tliat  '/i 
lioliu'ion.     Could     h'    have    termii'ated 


more  gloriously  his  career,  than  by  laying 
down  his  life,  with  the  last  ray  of  hope 
for  the  triumph  of  that  Cause  ? 

On  the  othiM"  hand,  what  a  critical  mo- 
iihMit  for  tlu^  Church  of  Canada  to  he 
deprived  olherl^astor  !  The  ranks  of  the 
cloriiy,  already  weakened  l^y  nunun'ous 
deaths  within  the  past  six  or  seven  years, 
rtMpiired  to  be  idled  by  new  ordinations; 
—  but  the  consecrating  hand  was  still  and 
cold,  lleligious  Comniuinties,  so  dei)eii(l- 
out  on   Episcopal    authority,   shartul  the 
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public  anxiety,  —  and  redoubled  their 
prayers.  It  was  not  without  good  reason, 
for  nothing  was  farther  from  the  will  of 
the  new  government  than  to  give  the 
deceased  Prelate  a  successor. 

Our  Ursulines  had  other  trials  v/ithin 
their  own  enclosure. 

The  Community  had  been  severely 
visited  by  mortality,  during  that  period  of 
alarm  and  war  we  have  just  traversed. 
It  is  not  without  emotion  we  read  of  two 
good  lay  Sisters,whose  death,  in  the  spring 
of  1760,  is  attributed  to  over-exertioii 
during  the  winter,  in  taking  care  of  the 
sick  soldiers. 

There  had  been  fifteen  deaths,  and  but 
nine  professions,  from  1753  to  1763.  The 
last  novice  admitted  before  the  Conquest, 
had  pronounced  her  vows  in  1758.  From 
that  time, the  novitiate  welcomed  no  other 
candidate,  and  linally  remained  vacant. 
Uncertain  of  their  own  fate,  prudence 
forbade  the  nuns  to  admit  any  new  mem- 
ber, to  share  the  possible  eventualities  ni 
store  for  themselves  ;  on  the  other  hiind, 
in  the  untried  difficulties  which,  with  the 
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]!]ii!jflish  llai^',  h:id  settled  like  an  iinp(>no- 
trublo  Mild  i^looniy  mist  upon  all  the  Inc^' 
oi"  th»»  Country,  what  toiidor  lalhor  and 
moth'T  but  would  have  gathered  nearer 
th'ir  bosom,  and  held  in  a  closer  embrace 
th«;  l)eioved  objects  oi" parental  solicitude  ? 

II  was  only  in  17(30,  that  the  door  of 
iho  novitiate  Wiis  re-opened.  It  belono-^d, 
ciMtainly,  to  th'.^  special  Prottictor  ol'  the 
Convent  to  lead  the  way  ;  accordinu'ly  it 
was  on  the  eve  of  his  Feast,  the  IDth  of 
M;ivch,  that  Miss  Catherine  B(»san9()n, 
d;iui>hter  of  a  respectable  merchant  of 
Qat'bec,  received,  after  her  three  months' 
probation,  the  white  veil,  with  the  name 
of  St.  Joseph.  She  was  soon  joined  by 
two  other  young  ladies,  Miss  Marie 
Joseph  Blais  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Pierre, 
(River  da  Sud,)  and  Miss  Louise  Tas- 
chereau,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Th.  Tas- 
choreau,  member  of  the  Supreme  Council 
of  Quebec,  Treasurer  of  the  Marine  <&c. 
Miss  Taschereau,  known  in  religion  as 
Mother  St.  Francis-Xavier,  was  destined 
to  long  and  useful  years,  as  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  note. 
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If  the  lossos  and  damages  the  Convent 
had  incurred  durin^^  the  war,  had  re- 
duced the  nuns  to  great  poverty,  this 
was  notably  aggravated  by  other  caus(  s 
which  affected  the  Country  at  large.  By 
the  change  of  government  in  Canada,  all 
the  paper-money  in  circulation  had  bo- 
come  useless  ;  while  property  owned  in 
France,  was  suddenly  reduced  to  one 
fourth  of  its  value,  with  a  further  discoi  nt 
upon  the  interest,  even,  of  this  fraction. 

To  add  to  the  difficulty,  all  commerce 
with  France  was  prohibited  ;  yet  whnt 
credit  cr  facility  for  business-transactions, 
could  the  Canadian  merchant,  if  not 
already  ruined,  hope  for  in  London  ?  On 
the  other  hand,  how  many  articles  of  the 
first  necessity,  especially  for-  the  church 
and  altar,  or  for  the  apparel  of  persons 
living  in  religious  houses,  so  long  pros- 
cribed in  England,  were  no  longer  to 
be  found  on  the  list  of  English  manu- 
factures ?  ^ 

^  During  many  years,  it  was  impossible  for  our 
nuns  to  procure  a  pupply  of  that  fine  fabric  for  veila 
which  the  French  called  etaminey  but  for  which  the 
English  had  neither  name  nor  equivalent. 
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Obliged  by  the  state  of  penury  io  which 
they  were  reduced,  to  seek  some  moans 
oi'  subsistence,  our  Mothers  had  recourse 
especially,  to  a  delicate  species  of  embroi- 
dery, technically  called  bark-work.  '{  his 
prptty,  and  novel  species  of  *'  painting 
with  the  needle  "  in  which  dyed  moose- 
hair  replaces  the  usual  shades  of  silk,  and 
the  soft,  leather-like  outer-l)ark  of  the 
white-birch-tree,  is  used  instead  of  the 
rich  tissues  of  brocade  or  velvet,  was 
much  admired  and  sought  for  by  English 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  —  who  had  not 
come  over  to  Canada  wnth  empty  purses. 

At  a  later  date,  gilding  for  the  decor- 
ation of  churches,  tabernacles,  &c.,  is 
mentioned  as  bringing  in  a  small  profit, 
whereby  to  avoid  contracting  debts,  of 
which  our  Mothers  appear  to  have  ever 
had  a  just  horror. 

An  event  which  served  to  revive  the 
hopes  of  the  faithful,  and  rejoice  all  who 
had  the  true  interests  of  the  Colony  at 
heart,  was  the  nomination  of  Rev.  John- 
Olivier  Briaud,  Y .  Gr.,  as  Bishop  of  Quebec. 
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This  importtmt  conctv'^sioii  in  lavor  oi'tho 
Cj»tholic  Church,  althouii'h  iiapliod  in 
tho  Arliclos  of  the  Capitnh\iion,  had  not 
ho(Mi  obtained  from  the  royal  will  in 
England  without  difficulty  and  drlay. 
The  arrival  of  the  eminent  Prtdate  in 
June,  17G(),  was  hail(^d  with  joy,  pro- 
portionate to  the  anxiety  with  which 
the  r(»ligious  population  of  Caiuida  had 
watched  the  long  deliberations  that  had 
retardea  his  consecration. 

In  the  new  Bishop,  the  Community 
welcomed  an  ancient  Superior,  and  a  de- 
voted Friend  ;  his  nt»w  title  and  powiM's 
iiiJ  o!iiy  rendered  him  doubly  pat«M-nal. 
The  dilapidated  oloister-walls,  the  Extern 
school-house,  and  many  other  parts  oftho 
Monastery,  which  the  poverty  of  tho 
nuns  had  not  allowed  them  to  repair 
since  the  Siege,  quickly  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  compassionate  Prelate.  AYith 
as  much  delicacy  as  generosity,  he  no 
sooner  discovered  their  wants  than  he 
employed  himself'  to  relieve  them.  Often 
the  (irst  intimation  of  the  proposed  repa- 
ration, would  be  the  sight  of  workmen, 
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busy  with  thoi*  tools  around  iho  ruins. 
Like  a  good  fathor,  he  loved  to  soothe  and 
cheei  his  daughters  in  Christ  ;  he  de- 
lii»hted  to  appear  at  their  pious  festivals, 
giving  them  the  pontilical  Mass,  or 
presiding,  crosier  in  hand,  at  the  cere- 
monies of  Taking  the  Veil,  or  making 
Profession.  In  a  word,  he  availed  him- 
self of  every  opportunity  for  promoting 
the  welfare,  temporal  and  spiritual,  of  the 
Community. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Bishop  Briand's 
iinst  Ei)iscopal  visit  of  the  Monastery,  a 
duty  of  his  charge,  the  Annalist  makes 
the  following  record  : — 

"  Our  illustrious  Prelate  has  just  con- 
cluded the  visitation  of  our  Monastery, 
ill  which  he  proceeded  with  the  greatest 
charity   and   to  our   entire   satisfaction. 

"  His  exhortation,  at  the  close,  was  so 
consoling  and  so  full  of  encouragement, 
that  our  hearts  were  filled  wnth  new  zeal 
for  our  own  perfection  and  for  the  glory 
of  Grod.  Notwithstanding  the  poverty 
and  miseries  of  every  kind,  occasioned  by 
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the  war,  our  good  Bishop  found  tho  Com- 
munity full  of  pi<'ty,  and  ns  roj^ular  as 
ever,  so  he  assured  us  ;— -wishing  us  a 
thousand  blessings  with  the  grace  to  pre- 
serve, in  this  horse,  to  the  end  of  time, 
the  spirit  of  our  lirst  Foundresses.  God 
grant  that  it  may  he  so  !  " 

Another  great  consolation  w^as  reserved 
for  theUrsulines,  at  this  period,  in  the  ho- 
atiiication  of  the  Foundress  of  the  Order, 
St.  Angela. 

The  hnppy  event  was  C(de])rated  wnth 
as  much  of  the  outward  demonstrations 
of  joy  as  if  the  whole  country  had  still 
been  Catholic  ;  there  was  only  wanting 
in  the  midst  of  the  pious  asseml)ly  tho 
erlal  that  would  formerly  have  betMi 
aflbrded  by  the  presence  of  a  Governor, 
and  his  brilliajit  retinue.  1)1  place  of  this, 
the  Nuns  record  the  joy  and  devotion 
with  which  crow^ds  of  people  came 
to  implore  the  protection  of  the  newly- 
crowncnl  Servant  of  God  ;  remarking  that 
several  persons  of  distinction,  diseased  or 
inhrm,   caused   themselves  to    be   trans- 
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ii«Ml  to  our  Church,  in   ordor  lo  iiunii- 


l\'^t  openly  tht'ir  Cdnlidmco  in   hor  inter- 
cession. 

lUit  the  consolation  chielly  prized  hy 
those  Ursulines,  so  worthy  of  their  name, 
was  the  facility  they  had  found  in  pur- 
suing unmolested  tin*  principal  extM'cice  of 
their  vocation,  the  Instruction  of  Youth. 

AVe  liavi'  seen  already,  that  no  sooner 
had  the  Monastery  ceased  to  serve  as  a 
hospital  than  there  were  found  other  oc- 
cupants of  the  recent  sick-wards.  "  All 
the  winter,  says  the  Annalist,  in  the  sprinj^ 
of  1701,  we  have  had  a  certain  number 
of  Boarders,  and  as  many  Day-Scholars 
as  we  could  accommod.  t« 


.   I 
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The  lists  of  the  former  show  thirty- 
seven  Boarders,  amonj?  whom  Eni»li.sh 
names  begin  already  to  appear. 

The  number  of  new  scholars  inscribed 
during  the  following  year,  would  indicate 
about  tifty  pupils.  The  Annals  dispel  all 
doubt  on  the  subject  by  the  following 
summary  remarks  in  1775  : 
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"  Tt  h;is  })('on  a  irroat  consolation  for  us, 
in  the  midst  of  so  rnuny  diiFicultios  and 
trials,  to  see  our  Cliiss«»s  always  well  filled, 
there  beini^  often  as  m:\ny  as  sixty  board- 
ers, French  and  l^^nn^jish.  The  latter  are 
naturally  very  p^entle  and  docile  :  but  it 
is  sad  not  to  be  allowed  to  brini:^  them  up 
in  our  holy  Faith.  The  Diy-Scholars  are 
numerous,  and  would  be  more  so,  if  wo 
had  more  nutis  to  teach  them." 

To  some  of  our  readers,  these  lines, 
written  with  the  usual  brevity  and  candor 
of  our  Convent  Record,  have  been  sug- 
g(\stivt';  and  they  demand  of  themselves, 
what  is  to  be  thoui^ht  of  the  accusations 
so  often  heard  agiinst  Catholic  popula- 
tions, their  ignorance,  want  of  enter- 
prise, &;c.,  &c. 

Really,  it  does  not  appear  as  if  the 
Canadians  of  old,  any  more  than  those  of 
present  times,  were  indifferent  to  the 
value  of  education.  The  City,  made  de. 
solate  by  a  cruel  war;  almost  every  house 
in  ruins;  the  fruit  of  many  years  of  labor 
and  economy,  for  ever  gone  ;  commerce 
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niuiihilat(»(l,  niid  evory  avonno  to  \v.\ilth 
or  einoluuKMit  obstructed  ; --y«'t,  harrlly 
has  Ihe  soldior  retunuHl  to  his  ruiih'd 
hoinostead,  and  asst»ml)h»d  the  scattorod 
inembtTS  of  his  housohohl,  than  h«i  on- 
fjiiiros,  who  an»  those  that  have  not  been 
instructed  for  their  lirst  Cominuniou  ;  how 
many  cannot  read  and  write  :  ho  examines 
if  these  can  possibly  })e  spared  from  home, 
and  straightway  they  are  despatched  to 
school. 

Honor  then  to  them,  to  whom  honor  is 
due  !  These  French  Canadians,  we  know, 
manifested  more  solicitude  for  the  main- 
tenance of  their  religion  and  the  security 
of  their  religious  Institutions  than  for  any 
mere  temporal  interest  ;  their  attitude 
(luring  all  this  trying  crisis,  being  such 
as  to  elicit  the  admiration  and  sympathy 
of  the  English  Governors  themselves, 
when  they  were  men  of  Hberal  views  and 
of  real  merit. 

In  fact,  it  soon  began  to  be  apparent  to 
the  thoughtful  observers  of  the  times, 
that  the  Conquest  of  Canada  had   been 
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porinittod  by  Divine  Provi(ienc(\  for  the 
greater  safety  and  protection  ot'itsinaa- 
bitants.  A  letter  written  by  one  of  our 
nuns— Mother  Marehand  of  St.  Etienne  — 
as  early  as  1767,  will  serve  to  elucidate 
this  point.  It  is  addressed  to  the  IJrsu- 
lines  of  Paris,  as  follows  :  - 

"  The  news  we  have  had  from  France 
this  year,  as  far  as  regards  religion, 
grieves  us  profoundly.  Although  ex{)a. 
triated  by  the  fate  of  war,  our  hearts  are 
as  French  as  ever,  and  this  makes  us 
doubly  sensible  to  the  decline  of  that 
dear  Country.  I  cannot  help  saying  it  is 
as  well  to  be  in  Canada,  where  we  enjoy 
the  greatest  tranquillity.  We  are  not  in 
the  h^ast  molested  on  the  score  of  reli- 
gion. We  have  a  Governor  who,  by  his 
moderation  and  benignity,  is  the  delioht 
of  every  one,  and  a  Bishop  who  is  the 
joy  and  consolation  of  his  flock.  If  money 
were  not  so  scarce,  and  every  thinor  s'> 
dinir,  we  should  have  nothiiiu^  to  desire." 
At  a  later  date.  Mother  St  Louis  de  Goii- 
5:ague  writes  :  "  Religion  is  perfectly  free 
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at  present ;  if  any  depart  from  their  duty, 
it  is  their  own  fault.  People  say  that  it 
is  not  the  same  in  Paris,  where  religious 
Communities  suffer  a  sort  of  persecution  ; 
we  are  told  that  even  you  were  obliged 
to  make  a  secrc't  of  your  festival,  cele- 
brating the  beatification  of  our  Blessed 
Mother  Angela.  We  have  no  such  difli- 
culty  under  the  government  of  the  Eng- 
lish." 


CHAPTER  XI. 


i1 


KEV.  MOTHKR  MARIE-ANNE  MIGEON  OF  THE 
*      NATIVITY, 

AND   OTIIKR   SUPIORIOIIS    DUllING   25    YEARS. 


'     t 


The  services  which  Rev.  Mother  Mi- 
geon  of  the  Nafivity  renderi^d  h(»r  M  )n- 
a.stery,  were  not  merely  of  that  deep  and 
sil(Mit  kind,  afforded  by  the  edifying  life 
of  every  good  Religious.     Placed  at  the 
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head  of  the  Community  in  1735,  she  be- 
came conspicuous  for  those  qualities  most 
desirable  in  a  Superior ;  and  thus  drew 
repeatedly  upon  herself -with  the  confi- 
dence and  affection  of  her  Sisters — the 
burden  of  authority.  But  twice  during  a 
full  quarter  of  a  century  [1735-1760],  and 
that  for  a  space  of  three  years  only  was 
this  beloved  Mother  allowed  a  respite 
from  the  cares  of  government  : — it  was 
observing  the  Constitutions  to  the  letter. 

Let  us  pause  a  while,  dear  Reader,  in 
the  company  of  one. who  merited  so  large 
a  share  in  the  hearts  of  her  contempora- 
ries, and  who*  challenges  still  the  admira- 
tion and  gratitude  of  the  Virgins  of  the 
cloister. 

Born inVille-Marie  in  1685,  Marie  Anne 
was  the  youngest  child  of  J.  B.  Migeon  do 
Branzac,  Lieutenant  G-eneral  of  Montreal. 
Her  mother,  Catherine  Graucher  de  Belle- 
ville, was  one  of  those  truly  Christian 
women,  w^hose  example  is  a  more  power- 
ful incentive  to  virtue,  for  all  who  depend 
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Upon  lier,  thim  would  be  the  most  elo- 
quent exhortations.  It  was  only  at  the 
approach  of  the  period  for  that  great  act 
of  a  Christian  life,  the  First  Communion, 
that  Mrs.  Migeon  prepared  to  resign  her 
tender  charge  into  the  hands  of  the  Ursu- 
lines ;  and  sent  her  daughter  to  Quehec 
to  continue  an  education  commenced  on 
so  lirm  a  basis  in  the  parental  mansion. 
in  our  classes  Miss  Migeon  corres- 
ponded with  aiacrily  to  the  care  of  her 
worthy  teachers,  and  completed,  success- 
fully, in  the  space  of  a  little  less  than  four 
years,  the  course  of  studies  then  taught. 
Returning  to  the  bosom  of  her  family, 
the  young  lady,  "  in  beauty's  prime," 
richly  endowed  with  those  graces  and 
accomplishments  the  world  is  sure  to 
prize,  soon  had  enough  of  its  fulsome  ad- 
miration to  have  disturbed  a  mind  less 
poised  by  solid  judgment  and  sincere 
piety.  But  "  the  ligure  of  this  world 
which  passeth  away,"  whose  delusive 
light  so  strangely  bewilders  some  young 
ladies,  dazzled  not  the  eyes  of  this  faith- 
ful child  of  Mary  :  she  was  not  led  away 
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by  the  siren  voice  of  pleasure  and  fashion. 
Sweeter  accents  had  already  struck  her 
ear,  and.  obeying  the  call  of  Jesus,  she 
sought  again  the  shades  of  the  cloister, 
aml)itious  only  to  please  Him  whom  she 
had  chosen  as  the  object  of  her  affections ; 
and  willing  to  spend  her  life  in  imparting 
to  youth  the  benefits  of  a  Christian  edu- 
cation, which  she  felt  to  be  a  treasure 
above  all  price. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  1722,  just 
turned  of  seventeen,  Miss  Migeon  de 
Branzac  received  the  white  veil,  at  the 
hands  of  Reverend  J.  de  la  Colombiere, 
V.  Gr  of  the  diocese,  exchanging  a  name, 
honorable  in  the  world,  for  that  of  a 
Festival  in  which  the  whole  world  may 
well  rejoice, — the  Nativity  of  Mary.  Two 
years  later,  she  pronounced  her  final 
vows  wuth  angelic  fervor. 

One  of  the  first  offices  confided  to  the 
pious  Mother  of  the  Nativity,  was  that 
of  mistress  of  the  Boarders,  go  great  a 
responsibility  seemed  overwhelming  to 
our  fervent  novice,  .who  felt  alarmed  in 
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proportion  to  the  humble  opinion  she 
had  of  her  own  abilities.  Her  eagerness 
to  obtain  the  aid  of  Hi»aven,  and  her  dif- 
fidence of  self,  led  her  to  solicit  the 
prayers  and  advice  of  Reverend  J.  de  la 
Colombiere.  His  reply,  which  she  ever 
carefully  preserved,  we  here  subjoin,  as 
embodying  the  duties  of  an  Ursuline  of 
the  present  day,  as  well  as  it  did  of 
those  who  lived  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago. 

^*  Your  new  eniployraeiif,  my  dear  Sister, 
deniaiuls  patience  and  an  ever  ardent  desire  of 
proiiiotiug  the  salvation  of  souls.  It  affords  you 
fi('(iueiit  opportunities  of  impressing  upon  the 
niiiids  of  your  youtliful  cliaige,  the  nature  of 
tlie  obligations  they  have  contracted  in  baptism, 
and  of  inspiring  theui  with  contempt  for  the 
pomps  and  vanities  of  the  world.  In  a  word,  all 
the  young  girls  under  your  care,  should  strive  to 
become,  by  their  piety,  the  living  images  of  the 
most  hoi 3^  Virgin  Mary  j  they  should  be  ac- 
tuate«l  by  a  noble  emulation  to  acquire  the 
virtues  of  the  Queen  of  Angels. 

Adieu  ;  love  the  Blessed  Virgin  and  lay  deep 
in  your  own  heart,  the  foundation  of  every  virtue 
as  you  are  aware  youm,ust  aim  at  perfection,  in 
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oi'dt'i*  to  iiK'i'it  the  jL^lory  nud  luippinoRs  of  bcinjr 
rjiiikLMl  for  ever  aiiioiig  tlie  true  children  oi 
Mary.     Ever  yours  «fec. 

Jori,    I)K    LA  COLOMBIEHE.  " 

The  office  of  Mistress  of  Class  was  a 
li<^ht  one,  however,  in  comparison  to  that 
of  Superior,  which  awaited  Af  other  Mary 
of  I  he  Nativity,  ibr  the  first  time  in  173o. 
CalleJ  repeatedly,  as  we  have  already  said 
to  the  post  of  responsibility,  she  had  cele- 
brated her  fiftieth  year  of  religious  profes- 
sion, when  came  the  trials  and  sutler  in  gs 
oj* that  memorable  year  of  the  great  Siege 
(1759-1760.)  Yet  how  calm,  how  full  of 
energy,  how  strong  by  her  trust  in  divine 
Providence,  how  capable  of  counselling, 
directing,  and  encouraging,  appears  this 
venerable  Mother!  How  attractive  her 
humility  and  benevolence  !  what  delicate 
propriety  marked  all  her  demeanor  !  That 
nameless  charm,  with  which  the  life-long 
practice  of  virtue  invests  its  possessor, 
was. heightened  perhaps,  by  the  vivacity 
aud  wit  peculiar  to  her  nation,  and  set 
off  by  the  polish  due  to  the  usage  of  the 
best   society.     To  all   these   causes,  but 
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above  all  to  the  merciful  designs  of  Pro- 
vidence, must  be  attributed  the  influence 
she  exerted  over  strangers  and  Etglish' 
men ;  she,  a  Frenchwoman,  w^ho  not  only- 
professed  that  Religion,  hated  and  pro- 
scribed by  their  nation,  but  who  was  at 
the  head  of  an  Establishment,  the  very 
name  of  which  would — at  that  day — 
have  raised  a  cry  of  horror  in  England. 

So  remarkable  was  her  success  in  this 
trying  crisis,  in  conciliating  the  good  will 
of  the  Officers  of  his  British  Majesty,  ^  yet 
preserving  the  rights  and  property  of  the 
Convent,  that  the  Bishop  thought  him- 
self justified  in  authorising  an  excep- 
tion to  the  Rules— an  exception  unique 
in  our  Annals.  This  was  to  prolong 
the  term  of  her  government  beyond 
the  appointed  time  for  the  elections,  in 
order  to  avoid  any  change,  while  as  yet 
so  many  interests  were  at  stake.  To  this 
measure  there  was  found,  it  seems,  one 
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^  For  a  proof  'of  the  truly  amicable  relations  that 
had  sprung  up  between  the  Convent  and  the  new 
guvernnjeut,  see  note  B  in  Appendix. 
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disP(Mitiiijr  voico  ; — hut  it  only  s^rvod  lo 
jtistify  tho  noininatioii,  lor  it  was  that  of 


th(^  huinhli'  and 


venerablo  Snp(M'ior  hor 


soir,  Ironihling  Tor  tlio  consocincncool' oiio 
deviation   iVoni  tho   roi^'ular  discipline  ol 


the  C 


onvent. 


Af  the  aijft*  of  four-score  yiwrs,  and  more, 
Reverend  Molher  Mary  of  the  Nativity 
was  still  a  pillar  of  reii^ular  ohservanci*  ; 
her  pen  was  slill  as  iluiMit,  il' not  as  ele- 
|j;ant,  osit  had  been  Oiirty  years  pr(»vious; 
her  intt  Uect  was  as  vii^orons,  and  her 
j>iely  <»ver  more  childlike  and  beaut i Jul. 
It  was  only  at  tln^  ai>*e  of  eiivhty-live 
that  her  strenu'th  beu'an  to  fail  her  lo 
such  a  deo'ree,  that  she  became,  lor  tho 
last  eiglileen  months  of  her  life,  quite 
infirm  and  helpless.  Yet,  eviMi  to  the 
last,  the  bright  spirit  llagged  not  ;  the 
lamp,  borne  in  the  Wise  Virgin's  hands, 
was  well  replenished,  and  burutnl  bright- 
ly, giving  oat  vivid  rays  of  faith,  conli- 
dence,  love,  and  desire,  at  the  welcome 
approach  of  the  Bridegroom.  Pure  had 
been  the  dawn,  and  sweet  wr.s  the  close 
of  that  loiiir  and  useful  life. 
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\\KV.     IMoTHKIJ     La     (iHANClK     OF     St. 

Louis. — Tliis  vvorlhy  ^L)lln'r  urovfiJU'd 
ilu»  Conumnntv  IVoin  17  H  lo  1711:  sh«' 
iVwd  ill  177l5,  al  llio  at»*i»  ol'  cij^lily-tlniM', 
havinii'Lonu'  *'  I  he  svvoel  yokeorthc  Lord'' 
111  L'oli^ioii,  IVoiii  lli»'L'nd(M'  ai'-t*  oriilh'cn. 

Oil  ('()niparin<j:(lal(»s,  wo  arc  r(Mniii(U»(i 
Ihat  MoIIumSI  Louis  and  MoIIkt  Mary  of 
llu'  Nativity,  \V(M'i'  pupils  ol'  MotluM's  (Miar- 
lotto  Harro  of  8t.  li'-iuvtins,  Mothers  Hour- 
(loll  ol  St  .fosi^pli  and  St.  Ai»MH's  ;  that  sho 
livinl  many  yoais  with  all  tliosc^  saintly 
souls,  loniUMl  to  tli«^  practice  of  porlcc- 
tiou  by  Von.  Mother  Mario  di5  rjncania- 
tioii. 

Mother  St.  Ijouis  is  depicted  as  "gentle 
and  kind,  auiiible  in  conversation,  ac- 
tive and  lahoiious,  ready  to  oblige  and 
reiuler  service,  ingiuiious  in  linding  time 
to  aid  the  others,  without  neglecting  llij 
duties  ol'  her  own  ollice."  Her  biographc^r 
tolls  us  orher  "  I'ervor,  her  regularity,  her 
couiidenco  in  Divine  rrovidence,"   eiiu- 
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afFoction  in  those  words  :  "  The  memory 
of  this  venerable  Mother  will  ever  he 
most  dear  to  us." 

Rp:v.  Mother  Boucher  de  Saint- 
Pierre. — In  seeing  the  advanced  age  of 
sev(»ral  of  the  Superiors  of  the  Convent 
M^hen  first  elected,  or  the  late  period  they 
are  continued  in  office,  one  might  easily 
infer  the  great  consideration  the  ancienU 
enjoy  in  the  Monastery,  In  the  present 
instance,  we  have  Reverend  Mother  St. 
Pierre,  after  occupying  the  second  or  the 
third  rank,  a  full  quarter  of  a  century, 
called  to  the  Superiority  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four.  Our  readers  have  seen 
elsewhere  that  this  worthy  Religious  has 
not  been  forgotten  in  the  pages  of  the 
Glimpses. 


CHAPTKU  Xir. 


TIIK  CONVEiNT  DURlNIi  THR  SIEGE  OF  1775. 
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DIFFICUL'IM'S   OP    SUBSKQUKNT    YMAKS. 

Again,  dear  Reader  the  clairon  of  war 
has  sounded  ;  again  the  rocky  heights  of 
Cape  Diamond  echo  to  the  shrill  call 
of  military  horn  and  bugle.  Not  even 
th»'  ice-bound  river  and  the  snow  buried 
plain,  have  secured  the  Country  from  an 
invasion,  in  the  name  of  liberty  !  But  is 
the  peaceful  cloister  again  to  be  disturbed, 
its  inmates  scatttied,  its  walls  ruined  ? 
We  have  just  perused  the  narrative, 
Mother  St.  Etienne  has  left  of  this  Ame- 
rican invasion  of  1775,  the  fourth  siege 
the  Convent  has  witnessed.  ^ 

Our  readers  would  find  nothing  new 
to  them  in  the  details  she  furnishes  of 
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1  The  sieges  of  1690,  1759,  1760  and  1775. 
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that  daring  attack  upon  Quebec,  oxcopt 
what  roii'ards  tho  (\onvent  ;  and  to  this 
"WO  shall  mainly  confine  ourselves.  It 
would  b»^  needless  to  Ibllow  the  vicissi- 
tudes oi'that  cain()aiiiii,  undertaken  with 
the  mistaken  i(h»a  that  Canada  would 
williui^ly  join  th(»  American  Colonies  in 
their  attempt  to  throw  oil'  the  Biiti.sli 
yoke.  History  lias  traced  the  march  of 
the  invading-  army,  which,  under  Mont' 
goinery,  hore  oltthe  JJritish  colors  from 
every  fort  and  town  in  its  path. — St. 
John's,  Chambly,  Sorel,  Montreal,  Thrcie- 
J^ivers, — till  joining  that  other  hardy  band 
that  issued  from  the  woods  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  Chaudiore,  they  hasten  on, 
ch(^ering  loudly  as  they  pause  before  the 
gates  of  Quebec,  expecting  to  see  them 
thrown  open  to  its  deliverers  !  The  issue; 
of  that  midnight  strife  of  December,  ITTo, 
was  written  in  bloody  characters,  upon 
th<'  banks  of  freshly  fallen  snow%  with 
the  fate  of  the  gallant  but  unfortunate 
Montgomery.  The  memory  of  all  this  has 
been  lately  revived  by  a  commemorative 
centennial.     We  need   not    dwell  upon 
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the  \viut»M's  blockiido  ;  the  arrival  in 
March  olan  English  lleet,  hringin^tr  timrly 
succor  to  the  weary  garrison  ;  the  final 
ovncuiition  of  (^anada  by  th«^  American 
forces  :— we  are  certain  to  gratify  onr 
readers  more,  by  opt«ning  to  their  view 
the  interior  of  the  eh)ister  during  that  six 
months'  Siege. 

We  shall  not  find  a  flock  of  young  and 
timid  doves,  to  be  frightened  by  the  liist 
discharge  of  artillery.  No!  irumy  of  th(»se 
thirty-four  ])rofessed  nuns  had  been 
through  scenes  that  had  given  them 
courag(»  and  experience ;  th 
bered  the  two  Sieg(\s  of  1750  and  17(J0, 
and  trusted  thtnnsidves  all  the  more  se- 
renely to  the  protecting  care  of  Diviiu^ 
Providence.  Beyond  the  walls  along  the 
suburb  ()f8t.  Itoch,  and  in  the  Intendant's 
palace,  in  full  view  of  the  Convent,  there 
were  sonu^  hundreds  of  armed  men,  rais- 
ing batteries  and  pointing  cannon  upon 
the  town  :  when  these  preparations  are 
completed  the  murderous  projectiles  are 
sratt(M*ed  like  hail-stones  all  around  the 
premises,  but  they  do  not  appear  unust'd 
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to  the  smoke  and  din  of  war  !  One  of  the 
nuns,  as  she  was  passing  through  an 
apartment,  had  a  piece  of  her  apron  car- 
ried away  by  a  cannon-ball  ;— it  is  not 
related  whether  she  even  kept  the  frag- 
ment as  a  souveiiir  !  ^ 

Let  us  hear  Reverend  Mother  St.  Louis 
de  Gronzague,  giving  a  summary  account 
of  the  winter  to  the  Ursulines  of  Paris  :— 

*'  We  would  be  most  ungrateful,  she 
says,  if  we  did  not  bless  a  thousand  times 
the  Author  of  all  good,  who  supports  and 
consoles  his  servants  in  the  midst  of  the 
different  trials  of  this  life.  Your  fervent 
prayers,  my  dear  Mothers,  obtained  for 
us  new  courage,  which  transformed  us 
all  into  heroines.  You  are  aware  we 
have  passed  through  a  six  months'  Sieue. 
I  leave  you  to  imagine  the  feelings  of 
poor  nuns  in  such  circumstances,  with 
the  fire  of  the  combat  constantly  before 
their  eyes,  and  threatened  at  every  mo- 
ment by  the  bombs  and  cannon  balls. 
The  iirst  ball  that  reached  us,  struck  the 
Litirmary ;  another  entered  the  novitiate, 

^  See  note  C  in  Appendix. 
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breaking  the  windows,  and  a  novice's 
bed.  We  lia?tenQil  to  take  out  the  win- 
dow sashes,  and  this  being  perceived  by 
the  enemy,  they  b^wered  their  guns.  Evi- 
dently, they  did  not  intend  to  harm  us. 

"  A  little  later,  a  ball  passed  through 
the  church  windows,  and  struck  a  neigh- 
boring house.  The  Almighty  protected 
us,  tnking  pity  on  poor  nuns,  who  have 
no  other  part  in. war  but  to  suffer  its  in- 
evitable penalties.  However  courageous 
we  may  have  i'elt,  it  must  be  owned  that 
(he  situation  was  not  an  agreeable  one. 
To  live  amid  constant  alarms,  aimounced 
by  the  tocsin — the  bells  ringing  only  on 
these  occasions — to  be  stunned,  night  and 
day,  by  the  rolling  of  dr^ms  and  the 
booming  of  cannon,  to  have  no  place  of 
safety  in  case  of  danger,  our  only  vault 
(which  served  as  a  chapel)  being  fractured 
and  insecure  ;— all  this  was  not  pheasant. 

''On  the  15th  December  we  had  our 
elections,  in  militaiy  style,  to  the  sound 
oi'o-uns  and  cannon  ! 
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Our  observances  were  ibllowed  regu- 


120 


GLIMPSES  OF  THE   MONASTERY. 


••ii 


!' 


IS 


Jarly,  in  chapel,  in  spite  of  the  rigors  of 
the  season.  All  these  inconveniences 
have  not  sufficed  to  incommode  the  health 
of  any  one  of  us  seriously,  which  certain- 
ly 6-eoms  wonderful.  It  is  true  we  had 
the  advantage  of  being  all  together,  at 
home,  without  anxiety  for  our  subsistence, 
our  prudent  Depositaire  having  laid  in  a 
good  store  of  provisions ;  which  was  no 
small  relief  and  aid  in  supporting  the  mi- 
series entailed  by  war.''  Oh !  we  may  well 
say  "  There's  no  place  like  home  "  since 
the  casualties  of  war  itself  can  be  affront- 
ed with  intrepidity  by  the  aid  of  mutual 
sympathy  and  charity  ! 

After  an  interval  of  ten  years  (1785)  if 
we  enquire.  How  fares  the  Convent  ?  we 
find  the  nuns  yet  struggUng  with  pover- 
ty, sharing  the  difficulties  that,  on  all 
sides,  weighed  heavily  on  the  Country. 
Governor  Haldimand  was  not  the  man 
to  bring  order  and  good-feeling,  out  of 
confusion  and  dissatisfaction.  To  the 
misery  caused  by  the  want  of  public  con- 
fidence, scarcity  of  money,  and  high  rates 
for  merchandise   of    every  kind,    were 
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added  other  calamities;  bad  seasons,  poor 
crops,  shipwrecks,  and  accidents.  Even 
ihe  moral  atmosphere  was  dark  and  low- 
ering. See  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  written  in  1785  to  the  Ursalines  of 
Paris. 

"  We  have  reason  to  weep  in  the  sight 
of  Heaven  over  our  poor  Country.  There 
is  liberty,  it  is  true,  to  profess  our  holy 
Keligiou,  but  there  is  little  care  for  livnig 
piously  or  fulfilling  the  duties  of  aChiist- 
ian.  The  young  girls  who  are  con  tided  to  us 
for  their  education,  have  not  been  brought 
up  as  they  were  formerly.  Then,  after  their 
first  Communion,  they  are  taken  from 
US  to  be  introduced  into  society  and  to  fre- 
quent the  theatre.  You  may  easily  suppose 
the  sad  results  of  these  dangerous  amuse- 
ments. If  I  enter  into  these  details— to 
which  much  more  might  be  added  — 
it  is  to  engage  you  to  offer  your  fervent 
prayers  for  us,  and  for  our  poor  people." 
In  another  letter,  she  writes  :  "  Luxury 
and  vanity  are  the  order  of  the  day ;  ~ 
yet  there  are  many  good,  pious  souls,  who 
persevere  faithful  to  duty." 
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A  want  which  from  year  to  year 
was  deplored  by  the  Ursulines  as  wWl 
as  by  every  other  Institution  for  educa- 
tion, was  the  dearth  of  French  books  for 
the  pupils.  All  direct  communications 
with  France  had  ceased ;  and  printing 
was  yet  on  a  small  scale  in  Canada.  One 
French  librarian  in  Paris,  was  known, 
who  had  a  correspondent  in  London; 
through  him,  from  time  to  time,  the  edu- 
cational establishments  here,  could  renew 
their  class-books;  but  the  limited  impor- 
tation was  subject  to  many  inconven- 
iences. 

The  decline  of  piety,  the  difficulties  of 
various  kinds  already  enumerated,  and 
others  too  long  to  be  detailed  here,  had 
the  effect  of  diminishing  the  number  of 
boarders  towards  the  close  of  the  century. 
The  course  of  studies  became  more  and 
more  elemciitary,  and  for  a  great  many 
only  extended  to  the  period  of  their  first 
Communion. 

On  the  other  hand,  more  and  more  al- 
arming were  the  reports  that  came  from 
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Europe,  of  the  growth  of  infidelity,  irre- 
liijioii,  and  crime,  especially  in  France, 
that  France  which,  to  our  nuns,  was  still 
the  beloved  mother-country.  Already 
the  suppression  of  the  Jesuits  (1773),  and 
that  of  other  religious  Orders  in  subse- 
quent years,  gave  but  too  evident  signs 
of  the  profound  depravity  of  those  men 
who  had  placed  themselves  at  the  head 
of  the  revolutionary  movement. 

Alas !  for  that  ill-fated  Country ;  there 
were  days  in  store  for  her  people,  dai  ker 
than  those  which  in  1785^  terrified  the 
com[)aratively  innocent  population  of  Ca- 
nada, and  of  which  we  are  forcibly  re- 
minded, as  we  revert  to  that  period  of 
moral  darkness,  "  the  Reign  of  Terror." 


^f 


I  See  note  D  in  Appendix, 
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REV.  MOTHER  ESTHER  WHEELWRIGHT,  AND 
OTHER  SUPERIORS  : 

AMICABL10    RELATIONS   Yriril     THE    ENGLISH 
GOVK'UNORS. 


A  Superioress  bearing  an  EiigHshname, 
appearing  for  the  first  time  in  the  Com- 
munity just  as  Enghsh  rule  is  being  inau- 
gurated in  Canada,  seems  a  strange  coin- 
cidence ;  but  you  are  aware,  dear  Rea- 
der, that  Mother  Wheelwright  of  the  In- 
fant Jesus  was  so  thoroughly  naturalized 
a  French  lady,  that  she  had  no  longer 
the  use  of  her  native  tongue. 

This  child  of  Provi<lence,  whom  you| 
have  recognized  as  the  Indian  Captiit 
had  never  been  forgotten  in  the  homeol| 
her  infancy.  If  th.'  difficulty  of  commu- 
nication between  the  city  of  Boston  and| 
Quebec,  at  that  time,  prevented  the  be- 
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reared  par«^nis  from  satisfying  thoir  afFoc- 
tioii  by  coming  to  see  their  daught»»r, 
they  lost  no  opportunity  of  reminding 
her  by  letters  and  by  presents  of  their 
tender  remembrance.  Among  these  sou- 
venirs, none  surely  was  so  precious  as  the 
miniature  portrait  of  her  beloved  mother 
—which  is  still  preserved  in  the  Convent. 

Nearly  Hfty  years  had  separated  Mother 
"Wheelwright  of  the  Infant  Jpsus  from 
her  family,  when  a  nephew  of  hers,  hav- 
ing performed  the  long  journey  expressly 
to  see  his  Aunt,  was  admitted  to  visit  her 
within  the  cloister.  On  taking  leave  of 
his  newly-found  relative,  Mr.  "Wheel- 
wright, regardless  of  her  objections,  on 
the  score  of  her  vow  of  poverty,  placed  in 
htn'  hands  a  silver  cover  and  goblet,  in 
the  name  of  her  family. 

A  few  months  after  our  amiable  Moth- 
er's re  election  in  1764,  occurred  the 
Grolden  Jubilee  of  her  religious  profession, 
our  Church  benig  at  that  time  still  open 
to  the  public  for  the  parish  Offices.  Ac- 
cording  to    the   Annalist,    nothing   was 


i 


I 


IHQ 


GLIMPSKS   OF  THE    MONASTKUY. 


,'  li 

t 

i 


wanting  to  enhance  the  solemnity  of 
the  fete;— the  organ,  phiyed  by  the 
Chaplain,  Reverend  M.  Resche  ;  good 
and  devout  singing,  by  the  best  voices 
in  tlie  Community  ;  an  eloquent  seinioii 
on  the  happiness  of  the  religious  liie  :  the 
morning  ceremony  concluded  with  the 
7e  Deuni,  and  that  of  the  afternoon  with 
the  Benediction  of  the  Blessed  Sacru- 
ment. 

These  details  show  that  the  usnal  pious 
rejoicings  on  such  occasions,  were  n<'t  in- 
terrnpti^d  by  the  presence  in  the  Country 
of  a  hostile  creed  ;  the  "Hind  and  Pmu- 
ther  "  were  not  growling  at  each  o^her  - 
openly  at  least 

Let  the  old  >lanuscript  we  love  to  r  IVr 
to.  teil  what  opinion  the  companions  of 
Mother  Esth*M*  of  the  Infant  Jesus,  h  d 
fcrmed  of  her  virtues  as  a  relinrjoas  Oh  I 
th^'y  are  eloquent  on  praising  that  '•  s<>iil 
predt^stined  froMi  all  «'ternitv.  the  belovt'd 
of  God  and  man.  w^hose  admirable  ex- 
anij)les  during  her   long  career  of  sixty- 
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eight  years,  spent  in  the  service  of  her 
Divine  Master  in  this  community,  have  a 
more  touching  kmguage  than  all  that 
could  be  written. 

"  It  is  true  she  had  been  endowed 
with  the  happiest  of  dispositions  and  an 
excellent  constitution  ;  but  to  what  a 
holy  use  did  she  not  apply  these  precious 
gifts,  walking  llrmly  in  the  path  of  per- 
IVction  ;  strictly  observing  the  minutest 
points  of  the  rule,  placing  in  this,  as  she 
said  herself,  her  joy  and  consolation. 
Every  thing  that  tended  to  the  glory  of 
God  inflamed  her  zeal.  What  pains  did 
she  not  take  in  instructing  young  ffirls, 
during  the  many  years  she  waN  employed 
in  that  department  !  If  her  extreme  gen- 
tleness, her  grace,  her  exquisite  politeness, 
rendered  it  difficult  for  her  to  take  upon 
herself  that  tone  of  authority  which  is 
sometimes  necessary,  she  always  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  the  esteem,  respect  and 
affection  of  the  pupils.  Her  qualitica- 
tions  admirably  fitted  her  for  the  offices 
to  which  she  w^as  c;illed  in  the  int»»rior  of 
the   Monastery,   as   Superior,    Assistant, 
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Z<»latrix.  and  Mivstross  of  novices.  Labo- 
rious at  all  tiiiK's,  it  wns  particularly  dur- 
ing the  y^nirs  of  penury  and  distress  ibr 
the  Convent,  that  this  beloved  Mothor 
exerted  her  skill  in  erubrnidt^ry  and  fancy- 
work,  in  order  to  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port  of  the  Community.  When  h<»r 
sight  had  become  too  feeble  to  permit 
her  to  execute  these  more  delicate  labors 
of  the  needle,  she  solicited  and  obtained 
leave,  to  do  the  mending  of  the  house, 
displaying  in  this  such  neatness,  econo- 
my, and  amiability  that  every  one  ad- 
mired her  ;  yet  this  is  not  surprising 
Vvhen  we  know  what  purity  (if  intention 
and  interior  spirit  animated  all  her  ac- 
tions." 

If  St.  Bernard  hesitates  not  to  ascribe 
tht'  merit  of  martyrdom  to  the  religious 
life,  persevered  in  to  th^^  end  with  fervor, 
what  must  not  be  the  recompense  of  this 
privileged  soul,  who  sacriKcing  home 
and  country,  devoted  herself  unres^M*- 
vedly  to  the  servieeof  her  Divine  Mast^^r, 
only  layinu"  down  the  Cross  with  her  life, 
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at  the  SigQ  of  eighty-four  years  *'  It  was 
on  the  20th  of  October  1780,  amid  her 
usual  aspirations  towards  Heaven,  that 
our  beloved  Mother  Wheelwright  of  the 
Infant  Jesus  ceased  to  live  in  this  world, 
to  live  for  ever  with  the  Blessed  in  heaven, 
leaving  us  the  legacy  of  her  virtues  to 
imitate,  and  a  memory  that  will  be  ever 
fresh  in  our  grateful  hearts.  Her  ances- 
tors were  noble,  as  the  arms  of  her  family 
bear  witness,  but  she  needinl  not  the  illus- 
trntion  of  ])irth  or  title,  to  win  from  all 
who  knew  her  a  willing  tribute  of  love 
and  admiration." 

With  the  name  of  Mother  Esther  of 
the  Infant  Jesus,  we  naturally  associate 
that  of  Mother  Davanne  of  St.  Louis  de 
Gonzague.  these  two  remarkable  Supe- 
riors having  shared  the  office  during 
eighteen  years  (1760.1778),  continuing 
the  amicable  relations  with  the  new 
Government,  commenced  so  auspici- 
ously under  Mother  Rev.  Migeon  of  the 
Nativity. 

Wt^  here  find  ourselves  in  presence  of 
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a  l*arisian  lady,  and  nt  tho  same  time  wo 
are  reminded  of  a  domestic  drama, 
straii<^er  than  fiction,  for  which  we  must 
refer  our  readers  to  a  future  pa<^e  ;  the 
present  must  he  conliued  to  what  re- 
gards Mother  8t.  Louis  do  Gonza<?ne  as 
Superioress,  recalling'  some  furthur  in- 
stances of  the  kind  feelin*^  with  which 
the  Ursulines  were  repfMrdjul  by  Governor 
Carleton, — later,  Lord  Dorchester- and 
by  all  his  honorahh*  family,  as  well  as  by 
the  other  Officers  of  his  British  Mtijesty 
in  Quebec. 

It  is  well  l^nown  that  Sir  Guy  Car- 
leton was  a  sincere  and  constant  friend 
of  the  Canadians,  or  as  our  Annalist  says, 
that  "  he  was  justly  beloved  by  all  classes 
of  people.  His  mild  and  paternal  nd- 
ministration,  his  prudence  and  benevo- 
lence, his  personal  merits  and  kindness, 
rendered  him  denr  to  all  ranks.  Lonff 
may  it  please  the  Kins:  to  continue  him 
in  office  !"  she  adds  with  emphasis. 

The  relations  of  Lady  Carleton  with 
the  inmates  of  the  cloister,  were  most  in- 
timate and  cordial. 
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It  was  through  hor  inllueiice,  and  at 
the  roqupst  of  Grovfriior  CarU'toii,  Ihat 
the  linns  consented  to  admit  as  parlor- 
bourder,  ^  a  rohitive  of  the  family,  Mrs. 
Johnston,  while  h^jr  husband  was  absent 
in  J^ondon.  The  same  favor,  which 
at  the  present  day,  is  refused  to  more  thnn 
one  applicant,  was  again  granted,  h\ter, 
(1778)  to  the  widow^  of  Major  Carleton, 
Lady  Anne.  This  lady,  whose  line  qualities 
and  rare  amiability  endeared  h(»r  much 
to  the  nuns,  became  so  attached  to  them 
and  to  her  secluded  way  of  living  under 
the  Convent  roof,  that  she  would  will- 
ingly have  arranged  to  rauke  her  situa- 
tion a  permanent  one.  8he  finally  de- 
cided to  rejoin  her  family  in  London, 
leaving  with  as  much  regret  as  the  nuns 
themselves  felt  to  part  with  her. 

Lady  Carleton  was,  at  all  times,   most 


^  Mrs.  Johnston,  as  well  as  Lady  Carleton,  occu- 
pied the  apartment  that  has  since  become  the  Cha. 
plain's  room.  It  was  then,  as  now,  beyord  the 
limits  of  the  strict  cloister. 
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gracious  and  obliging,  bringing  hor  little 
family  to  see  the  nuns,  visiting  them 
first  on  her  arrival,  and  last  on  leaving 
the  country  each  time  that  she  had  to 
cross  the  Ocean.  On  one  of  these  part- 
ing occasions,  accompanied  by  her  suite, 
au'l  by  h(ir  "  three  little  sons,  also  her 
little  (laughter  whom  we  had  not  yet 
seen,"  she  presented  the  Mother  Supe- 
rior with  two  silver  candlesticks  for  the 
Church.  The  nuns  rightly  said,  that  a 
Catholic  could  not  have  been  more 
thoui»htful  and  delicate  in  the  choice  of  a 
parting  souvenir. . 

Praising  the  governor's  wise  adminis- 
tration,  and  wishing  that  his  successor 
may  follow  in  his  footsteps,  our  Annalist 
adds  :  "  Ho  has  governed  the  country 
with  admirable  prudence,  and  given 
proof  of  greatness  of  soul  in  many  critical 
moments  ;  he  has  labored  indefatigably 
to  promote  the  welffire  and  best  interests 
of  the  people,  treating  the  Bishop  and 
Clergy  with  deference  and  esteem,  and 
suti'ering  no  one  to  be  molested  on  ac- 
count of  his  religion." 
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Then  with  what  hearty  expressions 
the  same  pen  records  in  17S6,  the  "  return 
of  my  Lord  Dorchester  our  ancient  G-ov- 
ernor  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Clergy,  as 
well  as  the  people.  He  was  hailed  by 
a  salute  of  artillery  and  received  by  the 
troops  under  arms.  My  Lady,  after  suflTer- 
ing  much  from  the  sea-voyage  has  arrived 
in  good  health  with  all  her  family." 

Oil  her  first  visit  to  her  cloistered 
friends,  Lady  Dorchester  signified  her 
desire  that  her  daughter  should  take 
lessons  in  French  and  in  embroidery 
from  the  nuns.  Accordingly,  with  the  au- 
thorization of  Bishop  Briand,  the  young 
Countess  was  adn  itted  daily,  for  the 
space  of  two  or  three  hours,  her  mother 
accompanying  her  in  order  to  enjoy  the 
amiable  company  of  the  French  teacher, 
Mother  Davanne  of  St.  Louis  de  Gron- 
ziigue,  and  to  perfect  herself  in  the  French 
lanGfuaffe. 

At  all  times,  a  visit  to  the  Ursulineg 
seems  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  pro- 
gramme  of  the  Governor's  reception  in 
Quebec. 
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Ret arniiig  now  to  our  theme,  after  this 
long  digression,  we  meet  a  new  Superior 
in  the  person  of  Mother  Antoinette  Poulin 
of  yt.  Francis.  Like  Mother  La  Grrange 
of  St.  Louis,  it  was  chiefly  as  Depositaire, 
during  long  years  of  penury  and  diffi. 
culties  of  every  kind,  that  Mother  St. 
Francis  has  acquired  a  right  to  the 
perpetual  gratitude  of  her  Community. 
Much  of  her  voluminous  correspondence 
with  the  Ursu lines  of  France  having  been 
preserved,  we  are  enabled  to  enter  into 
an  intimate  acquaintance  WMth  the  ami- 
able Mother,  who  from  1760  to  1787 
was  thr  visible  Providence  of  the  Monas- 
tery. The  clearness  and  precision  of 
her  style,  the  elevation  of  her  sentiments, 
the  sensibility  of  her  heart,  in  turn,  excite 
our  admiration,  revealing  her  character 
precisely  as  her  biographer  has  traced  it. 
We  readily  understand  that  "thisdear  Mo- 
ther was  moved  with  a  tender  compas- 
sion for  the  afflicted,  being  charitable  and 
kind  to  all.  During  the  twenty-one  years 
that  she  was  charged  with  our  temporal 
affairs,  in  times  of  the  greatest  difficulty, 
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her  economy  and  foresight  were  admi- 
rable ;  but  her  goodness  of  heart  was 
still  greater,  and  of  this  we  were  so  well 
persuaded  that  it  served  to  moderate  the 
sud'erings  of  that  memorable  period.  She 
was  one  of  the  eight  courageous  Sisters 
who  remained  during  the  Siege  to  watch 
over  the  Monastery.  She  loved  the  pupils 
tenderly,  and  manifested  her  affection  on 
every  occasion,  not  only  when  employed 
with  thi  m  in  teaching,  but  in  every  office 
that  hud  the  least  relation  with  that  duty, 
the  dearest  and  most  important  for  au 
Ursnline."  At  the  age  of  sixty-live,  having 
miedthe  measure  of  her  days  and  of  her 
merits.  Mother  St.  Francis,  passed  to  a 
better  life  (1790). 

Mother  Brassard  of  St.  Clare  held  the 
office  of  Superior  from  1787  to  1793.  In 
her,  we  recognize  a  daughter  of  one  of 
those  ancient  and  honorable  families,  for- 
tunately not  rare  in  Canada,  from  whose 
pious  ranks  the  Divine  Master  loves  to 
recruit  new  laborers  for  his  vineyard. 
How  glorious  is  such  a  distinction  !  What 
tt  treasure  of  heavenly  blessings  upon  the 
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rest  of  the  family,  is  the  sure  recompense 
of  parents  who  <^enerously  give  to  God  the 
son  who  was  their  pride  and  stay,  or  the 
daughter  who,  above  all,  was  their  solace 
and  their  joy.  In  the  present  instance, 
while  two  sisters  consecrate  their  lives  to 
God  asUrsulines,  their  brother  ^  becomes 
a  priest,  and  endows  his  country  with  a 
new  Institution  for  learning  and   piety. 

Mother  St.  Clare  is  described  by  her 
contemporaries  as  "  one  of  those  rare  per- 
sons in  whom  the  solid  virtues  were 
united  to  distinguished  talents  ;  who  gov- 
erned others  without  detriment  to  her 
own  perfection,  possessing  the  secret  of 
winning  the  love  and  respect  ot  her  in- 
feriors, maintaining  with  an  equal  hand, 
charity,  union  and  the  observance  of  the 
rule.  All  the  virtues  shone  in  her  daily 
life,  yet,  above  them  all,  her  humility 
was  conspicuous. " 

It  was  while    Mother  Brassard  of  St. 

^  Rev.  L.  Brassard,  founded  the  college  of  Nicolet  in 
1804.  Marie-Anne  Brassard  of  St.  Madeleine  entered 
the  Convent  in  1755,  beinj^  the  last  to  make  pnife^- 
81  -n  before  the  Conqtiest.  She  lived  to  1815,  h^iviit^ 
witnessed  the  three  Sieges  of  Quebec. 
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Clare  was  Superior,  that  the  Monastery 
celebrated  on  the  1st  of  August,  1789,  its 
150th  Anniversary.  The  Centennial  hful 
i'ouiul  the  church  in  all  the  glow  of  its  fresh 
liiii-shiiig;  but  the  hist  half  century  had 
been  a  rough  one,  and  some  reparations 
were  required.  These  had  been  attended 
to  from  the  month  of  May,  in  order  to 
perform  with '' as  much  splendor  as  cir- 
ciurstanees  would  allow"  the  stately  ce- 
reinonies  by  which  Religion  comes  to  our 
aid,  when  we  would  publicly  testify  our 
jrratitude  to  the  Most  High.  "We  had 
High  Mass,  say  the  Annals,  Benediction 
ol  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  and  a  solemn 
Te  Deum,  to  thank  Grod  for  ail  the  bless- 
ings showered  down  upon  this  House 
since  its  foundation.  Mgr.  de  Capse,  the 
newly  consecrated  Bishop,  kindly  ottered 
to  officiate.  Several  Clergymen,  uniting 
ill  our  intentions,  celebrated  Mass  in  our 
Chapel.  We  sang  hymns  and  canticles 
of  joy  and  gratitude,  thanking  Grod  with 
all  our  hearts  for  preserving  our  Commu- 
nity, especially  since  we  are  under  the 
dominion  of  G-reat  Britain  " 
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The  ties  that  bound  our  UrsuHnes  to 
France,  were  not  only  those  of  consangui- 
nity and  affection,  like  all  the  other  French 
inhabitants  of  Canada.  There  was  an- 
other  link,  peculiar  to  their  profession: 
it  was  the  sweet  fraternal  bond  of  charity, 
by  which  the  members  of  our  dear  Lord's 
chosen  friends,  cherish  each  other,  in  very 
truth,  as  brethren  and  sisters. 

In  Paris,  that  centre  where  the  Revo- 
lution had  established  its  stronghold, vv^^re 
two  flourishing  Convents  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Ursula.  One  of  these  was  not  only  the 
^Jrna  Mater  of  all  the  Convents  of  the 
^'Congregation  of  Paris'''  in  France,  but 
bad  become,   by  adoption,  the  Mother- 


GLIMrSES   OF   THE    MONASTEKY. 


139 


House  of  the  Ursulines  of  Quebec.  Our 
readers  remember  that  after  the  Monas- 
tery of  Tours  harl  furnished  the  two  pillars 
of  (he  edilice,  in  the  persons  of  Mother 
Maiie  (le  I'lncarnation  and  Mother  8t. 
,J(.seph,  the  greater  number  of  the  other 
devoted  nuns  froiri  France,  have  been 
designated  by  us  as  Parisians.  In  1G82, 
the  union  was  consummated  by  the  Ur- 
sulines of  Quebec  adopting  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Ursulines  of  Paris.  During  ail 
this  period  of  h  century  and  a  half,  the 
correspondence  had  ever  been  most  cor- 
dial,—fraternal, m  every  sense  of  the  word. 

Great,  then,  was  the  anxiety  of  our  Ur- 
sulines of  Quebec  for  the  fate  of  th«'ir 
beloved  vSisteis  in  France  generally;  but 
for  those  of  Paris',  especially,  on  account 
ot  their  greater  danger,  and  the  more 
intimate  relations  that  existed  between 
them.  ''  Fatal  and  terrible  Revolution, 
writes  the  Annalist  in  1794,  which  has 
accumulated  woes  without  number  for 
the  Church  and  for  the  human  race ; 
which  in  its  ♦fibrts  to  destroy  Religion 
has  put  an  end  to  the  Monarchy ;  led  to 
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the  scaffold  the  King  and  the  most  iUus- 
trious  members  oftheKoyal  family;  raised 
alolt  the  standard  of  Atheism  ;  overturned 
churches  and  altars;  pillaged  and  pro- 
faned the  sacred  vessels;  massacred  the 
priests ;  depopulated  the  cloisters  :  in  a 
word,  caused  so  many  evils  and  horrors 
that  my  pen  would  refuse  to  retrace  them." 

Meanwhile  the  dismal  years  of  that  last 
decade  of  the  eighteenth  century  roll  on, 
bearing  distress  and  bloodshed  from  the 
frontiers  of  France  through  the  finest 
countries  of  Europe.  Rome  is  taken  ;  the 
Holy  Father,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  is  a 
prisoner,  an  exile;  till,  finally,  offering  his 
life  for  his  flock,  the  illustrious  Pontiff, 
the  Father  of  the  Faithful,  closes  his  eyes 
in  death,  a  last  victim  to  impiety,  injustice, 
and  ambition. 

Through  all  these  years  which,  for 
good  Catholics,  for  all,  indeed,  who  had 
not  lost  the  sense  of  ordinary  humanity, 
were  truly  years  of  bitterness,  while  they 
were  years  of  sufl'ering  for  virtue  and 
innocence,  what  had  been  the  fate  of  the 
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Ursnlines  of  Paris  ?  When  all  Religious 
Orders  had  been  proscribed  by  these  red- 
revolutionaries,  when  the  monastic  habit 
and  profession  had  been  made  a  crime 
against  the  State,  when  hundreds  of 
priests,  monks,  and  nuns,  had  expiated 
on  the  scaffold  the  offence  of  being  guilt- 
less,—  had  the  Ursulines  escaped  with 
impunity  ? 

The  last  letter  our  nuns  had  received 
from  their  dear  Sisters,  was  dated  the  18th 
February,  1791.— It  was  almost  entirely 
devoted  to  business-matters,  rents  in 
arrears,  &c.,  for  the  Ursulines  of  Quebec 
had  property  in  France,  now  ready  to 
be  engulfed,  with  all  other  Church 
property,  by  the  torrent  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. "We  live  in  sad  times,  we  are  in 
need    of  faith    and    confidence.     I   say 

nothing   of  our   fears the    public 

papers  will  tell  you  enough— Pray  for  us, 
we  are  much  in  need  of  your  prayers.".... 
Such  had  been  the  laconic  message,  in 
which  anxiety  and  sad  forebodings  are 
but  too  evident.  No  further  tidings  tra- 
versed the  Ocean  during  eleven  long  years, 
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At  last,— it  was  in  1802-.aii  Ennlitsh 
merchant  had  broug-ht  out  from  Ijondoii 
a  parct'l,  addressed  to  the  Ursulines  of 
Quebec  ;  and  ho  called  at  the  Convent  to 
say  that  it  had  been  found  accidentally, 
having-  been  forgotten  by  the  shop-keeper 
to  whom  it  had  been  conlichnl  by  some 
French  c^xiles.  nine  years  previous.  The 
paper  was  yellow  and  dust-stained  ;  the 
handwriting,  heavy  and  trembling.  "  The 
date  was  January,  13th,  1793,  "  and  was 
signed  — "  iJe  Laugi*  de  St.  Augustin,  Ex- 
Superior  of  the  Ijrsulines  of  the  Suburb 
St.  .lacques,  Paris.*'  The  second  bore  the 
signature  : — ''  P.  cU^  B.  (l*icard  de  B(»au- 
cacour)  dite  de  Ste.  Cecile." 

Let  us  quote  the  touching  details  of 
their  irreparable  misfortunes  : — 

"You  have  doubtless  heard,  with  grief, 
dear  Reverend  Mothers,  of  the  devasta- 
tion and  destruction  of  all  Religious 
Houses.  Our  Monastery,  which  was  one 
of  the  best  established  and  best  regulated 
in  France,  has  not  escaped  the  common 
fate.  Your  compassionate  hearts  would 
have  bled  to  see  the  cloister-wall  broken 
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(lowii,  and  oursolves  tbrcihly  driven  tVotn 
our  peacelul  asylum,  to  seek  refuge  where- 
ever  we  could  Jind  some  charitable  soul 
to  receive  us.  To  our  great  regret,  w^e 
are  all  scattered.  Pity  us,  dear  Mothers, 
and  beg  our  Divine  Lord  to  grant  us  the 
grace  to  make  a  holy  use  of  the  heavy 
trial  he  has  sent  us. 

"  All  the  Clergy  with  whom  we  were 
acquainted,  have  disappeared,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  discover  who  escaped  the 
massacre  of  the  24th  September.  Our 
venerable  Confessor  and  our  two  Cha{>- 
lains  were  certainly  among  the  victims. — 
I  cannot  enter  into  further  details.  Ask 
our  dear  Lord  to  give  me  perfect  resigna- 
tion."   The  aged  Mother  Superior  con- 
cludes with  these  words  :— "  I  recommend 
myself  to  your  good  prayers  as  one  already 
dead,  for  although  my  health  is  pretty 
good,  which ^seems  a  miracle  considering 
my  seventy-lour  years,  and  my  cruel 
situation,  I  may  not  he  among  the  living 
when  this  reaches  you.  The  holy  will 
of  God  be  done.  If  I  were  younger,  I 
think  I  would  accept  your  invitation." 
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Hoth  l»'(t«T.s  wove  (li'volod  ill  gri'jit  pat 
to  tht>  Mllliirs  of  our  Mona.stt»ry.  Tlicir 
own  mislortiinoH  couKl  not  inako  these 
pood  nuns  n«»<^h'ct  any  prt'caution  in  tln'ir 
pr)\V('r  io  pi't^vtMil  tht'ir  Canadian  Sistt'iV 
inlerosts  IVoju  sulloriui*'.  Th<'  iudrlaii- 
gal)i»»  Molhor  St.  8aturuino,  who  had  h(>i'U 
our  Depoi^ihu're  in  Paris  ibr  tvvrnty  years, 
"Was  now  t>i'Vt'n(y-nin«*  years  ol"  agt',  and 
Was  last  going  to  ln'r  reward.  Lodged  ni 
a  poor  little  hut,  a  few  h'agues  l)eyon(l 
the  (Mty  walls,  she  Avas  atttMided  by  the 
devotinl  Sr.  Ste  Cecil*',  who  had  resolved 
iu)t  to  quit  hiM*.  It  is  the  charitable  iii- 
iiimarian  herself  who  continues  : 

"  Dear  Mother  St.  Saturnine  is  declining" 
rapidly,  and  there  is  no  hope  of  her  re- 
covery. She  is  very  sullering,  but  gentle, 
patient,  and  resigned  to  the  will  of  our 
blessed  Master  Her  state  is  a  daily  subject 
of  meditation  for  me.  I  beg  you  to  ofler 
your  most  fervent  prayers  for  her,  beloved 
Mothers.  She  often  thinks  of  you,  and 
6])eaks  of  her  dear  Quebec  Sisters,  in  a 
manner  that  shows  how  much  she  loves 
you.     She  tells  me,  if  she  were  in  a  state 
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to  1)0  ahlo  to  prolit  of  your  obli^ini^  invi- 
tation, she  would  do  so  with  much  ^rati- 
tudo.  1  jsharo  her  sentiments  :  we  all  sh:ire 
thorn.  What  a  contrast  between  our  pre. 
sent  position,  and  the  time  when  we  could 
make  others  happy  !  Ikit,  my  good  Moth- 
ers, we  must  adore  with  submifssion  the 
orders  of  Divine  rrovidence,  couvniced 
that  every  thing  that  happens  in  this 
world  is  destined  to  serve  lor  our  salva- 
tion  " 

Lot  us  hasten  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
sad  drama.  The  dear  sutierer,  so  meek 
beneath  the  stroke  that  banished  her  from 
her  peaceful  cloister  in  her  old  age,  had 
gone  to  a  better  life  a  few  days  after  the 
date  of  the  letter  we  have  just  quoted. 
Her  charitable  companion  rejoined  the 
venerable  Superior,  who  finally  succeeded 
in  gathering  quietly  around  her,  the  scat- 
tered members  of  her  spiritual  family.  It 
was  in  their  midst  that,  four  years  later, 
her  dear  soul,  doubly  purified  by  affliction 
and  patience,  took  its  flight  towards 
heaven.  Still  the  exiled  Ursulines  con- 
tinued to  sigh  for  their  cloister,  and  to 
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Wiiich  for  an  opportunity  to  return  to  the 
field  of  their  former  labors,   employing 
themselves,  meanwhile,  with  joy,  in  teach- 
ing the  poor  children  they  could  assemble, 
liut  it  was  not  in  Paris,  that  centre  of  the 
revolutionary  madness  which  had  over- 
turned both  throne  and  altar,  that,  so  soon, 
could  be  found  a  place  for  the  daughters 
of  yt.   Angela,  —the    avowed    apostles  of 
virtue  and  lleligion.  Oiie  by  on  d  the  links 
of  that  bright  chain  were  broken  by  death, 
till  in  1830,  there  were  only  tw^o  remain- 
ing :  and,  in  1835,  a  voyager  from  Quebec  ^ 
-was  introduced  to  the  last  survivor  of  the 

Ursulines  of  Paris This  venerable  lady 

of  eighty-live,  still  bright  in  her  intellect 
and  clear  in  her  faculties,  had  been  one  of 
the  last  to  make  profession  in  that  noble 
Institution  before  the  fierce  tornado  of 
the  Revolution  had  passed,  burying  so 
much  happiness,  so  many  hopes,  under 
the  ruins  of  so  many  Sanctuaries ! 

1  Rev.    Th.   Maguire,    V.   G.   of  tlie   Diocese  of 
Quebec,  and  Chaplain  of  the  Ursulines. 

2  In    1806.    an  Imperial  Decree  authorized  the 
Ursulines  to  assemble  in  Communities,  but  failed  to 


CHAPTER  XV. 

CONTRASTED  SCENES,  IN  THE  LIFE  OF  MOTHER 
DAVANNE  OF  ST.  LOUIS  DE  GONZAGUE. 

ISOO. 

O'l  the  evening  of  the  third  of  February, 
1800,  one  who  had  entered  the  silent  Cha- 
pel of  the  Ursuline  Convent,  at  a  quarter 
to  six  P.  M.,  would  have  found  it,  as  is 
usual  at  that  hour,  vacant  and  in  obscur- 
ity, save  the  one  starry  light,  gleaming 
before  the  Tabernacle,  announcing  the 
Master's  presence  there.  But,  no  ! — 
another  glance  shows  the  kneeHiig  form 
of  an  aged  Nun,  and  by  her  side  a  dimin- 
utive lantern,  whose  tiny  flame  might 
barely  serve  to  guide  her  footseps  in  the 
dark  of  early  mornings,   or   when  the 

restore  to  them  their  Convents  and  property  of  which 
the  Revolution  had  det^poiled  them.  In  1810  the 
Ur.<ulines  of  Parits  were  living  at  Puteaux,  near 
Neuilly.  In  1828,  the  few  survivors  were  lodged  in 
Vaugirard  street,  St.  Germain  suburb.  Finally,  in 
1835,  only  one, — Mother  St.  Angela— remained, — aa 
is  stated  above. 
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evening  rings  the  call  to  prayer.  At  this 
unwonted  hour  for  a  visit  to  the  Chapel, 
Mother  Davanne  of  St.  Louis  de  Gronzague 
only  remains  a  few  moments  in  silent  ad- 
oration, and  rises  to  retire.  As  she  mounts 
the  stairs  that  lead  to  the  Community-Hall, 
she  is  met  by  a  smiling  band,  and  escort- 
ed as  in  triumph. 

The  double-door,  opening  wide,  discov- 
ers all  the  Sisterhood  assembled,  waiting 
to  greet  the  venerable  Mother,  who,  for 
eight  days  past,  has  been  in  retreat,  pre- 
paring to  renew  in  ihe  fervor  of  her  first 
profession  those  vow^s  she  pronounced  six- 
ty years  ago.  How  joyous,  is  each  beam- 
ing countenance  in  this  real  family-circle, 
w^here  presides, in  sweet  maternal  dignity. 
Reverend  Mother  Marchand  of  St.  Ursula; 
and  where  are  so  many  others,  whose 
names  are  still  so  familiar  to  us  all  :  — 
Mothers  Panet  of  St.  Bernard  and  8t. 
James,  Diibe  of  St.  Ignatius,  Berthelot 
of  St.  Joseph,  La  Ferriere  of  Ste.  Marie. 
Here  also,  for  this  occasion,  are  the  ami- 
able white- veiled  novices.  Sisters  Mc- 
Laughlin of  St,  Henry  and  Dougherty  of 
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St.  Augustiii.  With  wha,t  fervor  Mother 
(xiroux  des  Anges  has  eiitoiied  Ihat  soul- 
thrilling"  chant  :  "  ecce  quam  bonum," 
ill  which  she  is  joined  by  the  choir,  in 
accents  that  xnake  us  realize  indeed,  how 
good  and  pleasant  a  thing'  it  is  to  dwell  to- 
gether in  unity ! 

This  is  but  the  prelude  of  the  morrow's 
celebration,  when  the  more  sacred  and 
solemn  part  being  over,  this  most  amiable 
and  beloved  Mother  will  again  be  the 
object  of  all  the  demonstrations  of  joy  and 
affection,  which  it  has  been  possible  for 
grateful  hearts  to  invent. 

The  decorations  of  the  Hall  are  already 
complete.  The  figure  OO,  traced  in  flow- 
ers and  lighted  tapers,  crowns  the  honored 
NAME,  equally  glowing  and  conspicuous; 
the  carpeted  steps  of  the  throne  over 
which  a  delicate  canopy  is  suspended  ; 
the  gay  banners  inscribed  with  mottoes  ; 
the  fragrant  evergreens  hung  with  lamps, 
and  blossoming,  in  spite  of  nature  and 
the  rude  season ;  the  moss-grown  seats 
and    gay    parterre,    where     to-morrow 
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nymphs  and  maidens  will  vocuiize  in 
joyous  groups  : — every  thing  is  express- 
ive of  the  kind  feeling  that  prompts  these 
innocent  festivities.  Nor  song,  nor  poem, 
nor  enthusiastic  address,  nor  ingenious 
device,  w^ill  be  wanting. 

Reverend  Mother  Superior  herself  has 
arranged  the  programme ;  the  Bishop 
elect  will  preside;  a  numerous  Clergy  after 
celebrating  the  Mysteries  of  Religion  to 
call  down  new  graces  on  this  beloved 
semor  of  the  Community  will  be  there  :— 
but,  Reader,  instead  of  awaiting  the  varied 
entertainment,  let  us  turn  to  scenes  far 
different  from  these,  yet  scenes  in  which 
the  Convent  heroine  of  this  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1800,  had  a  deep,  and  sometimes  a 
most  painful  part. 

A  domestic  drama— we  have  said  on 
another  page— is  connected  with  the  dear 
name  of  Mother  Davanne  of  St.  Louis  de 
Gonzague.  Its  commencement  leads  us 
away  to  Paris ;  that  gay,  fascinating,  hckle, 
and  sometimes  terrible  Capital,  of  which 
Frenchmen  are  nevertheless  so   proud. 
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There,  in  1719,  Marie  Marguerite  Da- 
vanne  was  born,  of  respectable  and 
wealthy  parents,  and  there  she  passed 
the  first  years  of  her  childhood. 

Some  commercial  transaction,  however, 
ill  which  Mr.  Davanne  was  engaged,  en- 
tailed the  ruin  of  his  fortune  ;  and  induced 
him,  with  the  little  he  had  saved  from 
the  wreck  of  his  hopes,  to  seek  the  shores 
of  Canada.  Bringing  his  family  with  him, 
he  fixei  his  residence  at  the  Lower  Town, 
Quebec.  Tha  late  Parisian  bankrupt  was 
active  and  enterprising,  his  business  pros^ 
pered,  and  in  a  short  time  he  had  repaired 
his  losses  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  live 
as  comfortably  as  before.  Unfortunately, 
the  passion  of  getting  rich,  induced  him 
to  risk  again,  in  some  speculation,  all  he 
had  acquired.— The  enterprise  failing, 
again  he  lost  all.  This  time,  he  resolved 
to  try  his  fortune,  unattended  by  his  fa- 
mily, and  embarked  for  the  East  Indies. 
Mrs.  Davanne  had,  apparently,  a  moderate 
pension  of  her  own ;  at  all  events,  she 
was  powerless  to  dissuade  her  husband 
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irom  thiit  long  sea  voyage,  destined  to  ho 
so  lata  I  to  the  happiness  of  both.  l^iddiuL,^ 
adieu  to  his  wife  and  children,  for  a  year, 
the  insolvent  merchant  lightly  stepped 
on  board ;  ihe  good  ship  weighed  anchor, 
and  spreading  her  sails,  soon  lost  sight  ol" 
the  clustering  houses  of  Lower  Town, 
that  spot  which  contained  all  that  the 
voyager  held  most  dear. 

We  know  not  to  which  party  that  year 
seemed  longest  ;  but  no  news  from  either 
side  once  broke  its  tediousness. 

Another  and  another  year  passed  by, 
and  yet  no  news  of  ship  or  traveller 
reached  Quebec.  Anxious  and  despon- 
ding, the  unhappy  woman  resolved  to  re- 
turn to  France  ;  there,  at  least,  she  might 
obtain  some  tidings  of  the  tragical  end  of 
her  husband,  whom  already  she  lirmly  be- 
lieved to  be  lost.  Marie-Marguerite,  then 
abou^  eighteen  years  of  age,  had  been  to 
the  Convent  school  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  since  the  arrival  of  the  family  in 
Quebec  ;  she  had  meditated  her  conse- 
cration to  Grod  ;  and  now,  in  the  aiterna- 
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tive  of  leaving'  the  country,  she  threw 
herself  at  her  mother's  feet,  begging*  leave 
to  rejoin  her  beloved  teachers,  and  to 
make  the  Monasterv  her  future  home. 

Mrs.  Davanne  could  not  refuse  h(»r 
consent,  and  adding  this  new^  sacrifice  to 
the  rest,  came  with  h(»r  daughter  to  make 
the  demand  and  arrange  for  her  entrance. 
Unable  to  pay  the  accustomed  dowry  in 
full,  Mrs.  Davanne  od'ered  what  she 
could  spare  ;  and  leaving  her  own  por- 
trait as  the  dearest  souvenir  to  her  be- 
loved child,  she  Ijade  her  the  last  farewell, 
promising  to  write  on  her  arrival  in  Paris, 
but  uncertain  whether  or  not  she  would 
ever  return  to  Canada.  In  Paris,  neither 
the  family  nor  friends  of  Mr.  Davanne 
hid  heard  of  him.  Ilis  fate  was  a  mys- 
terv  ;  but  the  liMiG^th  of  time  he  had  })een 
absent  was  sufficient  to  confirm  Mrs. 
Davanne's  fears  of  the  worst  ;— doubtless 
he  had  perished.  Friends,  with  officious 
kindness,  surround  the  supposed  widow, 
who  was  still  young,  and  rich  in  that  most 
dangerous  of  gifts,  personal  attractions. 
They  finally  persuaded  her  that  it  would 
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not  only  be  rig-ht  to  accept,  but,  that  it 
would  be  folly  for  her  to  refuse,  the  offers 
of  the  rich  Parisian  who  awaited  her  hand, 
The  unfortunate  lady  pronounced  the 
fiital  word  of  consent  ;  and  the  marriage 
was  celebrated.  Scarcely  had  the  echo  of 
the  brilliant  weddnig  passed  by,  than  a 
vagne  and  suspicious  rumor  began  to 
circulate.  In  a  brief  space  it  changed  to 
certainty :-— Mr.  Da"anne  was  still  living! 

Ho  had  been  shipwrecked  in  his  voy- 
age  from  Quebec,  but  not  lost,  nor  dis- 
couraj^ed.  With  that  indomitable  energy 
which  characterized  him,  he  had  pursued 
his  plans  and  found  means  to  retrieve  his 
ruined  fortune.  He  had  written  many 
times  to  his  family,  but,  by  some  fatality, 
no  letter  had  reached  its  distination. 

Informed  of  his  wife's  return  to  Paris, 
just  as  he  was  on  the  point  of  leaving 
India,  he  determined  to  be  himself  the 
messenger  of  a  brighter  future— when  on 
a  sudden  he  heard  the  fatal  news  of  the 
marriage  she  had  just  contracted. 

Taking  counse]  only  of  his  disappoint- 
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iin'iit,  and  Ihc  I'liry  inspired  by  the  sup- 
posed outrage,  he  hastens  to  h\y  the  case, 
in  the  bhickest  colors,  before  the  tribunals 
oljustice;  the  hapless  victim  of  her  own 
imprudence,  more  guilty  beibre  the  law 
than  before  her  own  conscience,  is  con- 
demned to  perpetual  seclusion 

"While  we  hesitate  to  decide  which  of 
the  two  unfortunates  is  most  to  be  pitied, 
let  us  return  to  their  well-beloved  dauiih- 
ter,  who,  in  the  peaceful  cloister  where  she 
is  daily  making  new  progress  in  perfect- 
ion, is  far  from  presaging  the  terrible 
storm  that  has  burst  over  heads  so  dear, 
or  the  pitiless  stroke  that  is  awaiting  her 
own  innocent  heart. 

One  afternoon,  a  parcel  of  letters  from 
France  is  opened  at  the  Mother  Superior's 
room.  Among  the  different  addresses,  is 
the  name  of  Mile.  Marie  Marguerite  Da- 
vanne.  Mother  Migeon  of  the  Nativity- 
sends  for  the  dear  Novice,  w^hose  anxiety 
to  hear  from  her  mother,  all  knew^  and 
shared.  They  commenced  reading  the 
letter  toirether,  but  as  the  terrible  truth. 
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at  first  not  fully  realizod,  begins  to  be  un- 
derstood, a  convulsive  trembling  seizes 
the  frame  of  that  unfortunate  child  of 
most  unhappy  parents  ;  the  troubled 
heart  refusing  the  bitter  draught,  the 
limbs  relax  and  the  semblance  of  death 
ensues.  Oh  !  well  might  the  tirst  tidings 
of  such  an  excess  of  misery  overcome  the 
fortitude  of  one  so  unprepared  for  grief ! 
When  recovered  from  her  faint,  she  feels 
the  solace  of  the  sympathy,  sincere  and 
enlightened,  w^hich  surrounds  her ;  yet 
the  following  day  told  what  had  been  the 
interior  struggle  in  the  acceptance  of 
that  cup,  bitterer  than  death  itself.  The 
young  novice  who  on  retiring  to  her  cell 
that  night  had  lifted  her  veil  from  a  head 
as  dark  as  the  raven's  wing,  rose  next 
morning  with  the  silvery  crown  old  age 
is  wont  to  bestow  : — such  was  the  effect 
of  that  one  night  of  sorrow  ! 

We  need  not  ask  what  had  been  her 

reflections In   after  years,   she  was 

often  heard  to  say  :  "  It  was  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  that  I  began  to  truly  appre- 
ciate the  happiness  of  the  Religious  state." 
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Yes  !  henceforth  she  knew  the  treach- 
erous fragility  of  the  dearest  earthly  ties  ; 
and  spurning  every  thing  that  savored 
of  the  world,  she  aspired  to  nothing  less 
than  the  most  intimate  friendship  with 
that  One  Heart  that  does  not  change, 
but  ever  overilows  with  tenderness  for 
each  one  of  us  his  creatures. 

The  long  career  of  Mother  Davanne  de 
St.  Louis  de  Gonzague  extended  to  the 
eighty-second  year  of  her  age,  and  was 
lull  of  good  works  and  of  merit  in  the 
sight  of  Heaven.  She  preserved  to  the 
end,  the  perfect  use  of  her  faculties,  the 
freshness  of  her  youthful  piety  and 
fervor,  the  cheerfulness  and  amiability 
which  had  made  her  life  like  a  perpetual 
sunshine  in  the  midst  of  her  Sisters, 

If  the  portrait  of  Madame  Davanne  ^ 

1  The  portrait  of  Madame  Davanne — an  oil-paint- 
ing of  merit — represents  her  in  her  youth,  habited 
in  a  Greek  costume  :  the  painter  by  giving  her  a 
palm,  has  transformed  the  lovely  nymph  into  a  St. 
Catherine.  It  was  a  device  not  uncommon  in  the 
18th  century,  as  a  means  of  enabling  a  family-por* 
trait  to  be  preserved.  y 
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h:is  1)«M»  1  j)r(\s(MViHl  ill  the  Monastery  to 
tht'  prison  I  iliiy,  it  is  not  surprising  iliat 
thi»  li;incl  of  tradition  has  simzihI  upon  tiii^ 
most  snliont  triiits  ol"  tiio  daughter's  pic- 
ture to  pro8ont  them  to  posterity. 

According  to  this  tradition,  Mother 
St.  J^ouis  de  Gonziigue  was  the  hcau  ideal 
of  all  that  is  most  charming  in  a  woman  : 
a  dicruilied  and  agreeabh^  stature,  an  easy 
carriage,  with  every  graci^  of  manners 
and  speech  ;  an  inteUectual  iace,in  which 
if  the  chisel  found  a  faultless  model, 
the  artist  might  despair  to  render  tlio 
expression  — combining  meekness,  bene- 
volence, a  tender  compassion  for  every 
human  woe  and  an  ardent  love  of  God. 

Besides  this  portrait  of  the  exterior, 
another  more  prized  has  been  preserved, 
telling  of  faithfulness  to  grace,  zeal  for 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  souls  ;  — 
of  the  manifold  duties  of  the  religious  life 
accomplished  with  a  pure  intention  in 
the  sight  of  Heaven,  regardless  of  per- 
sonal satisfaction  or  comfort,  during  that 
long  and  useful  career.     The  gratitude 
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oi'  the  Community  is  particularly  duo  to 
Mothor  St.  Louis  do  Gonzaguo  lor  tho 
Jilteoii  yoars  ofhor  administration  as  ^^u- 
perior ;  for  the  courage  she  displayed  at 
the  e])och  of  the  Siege  of  1759,  when  with 
a  little  band  she  remained  to  guard  the 
Convent  from  utter  devastation  ;  for  her 
arduous  labors  in  the  other  olHces,  in  all 
of  which  her  i)rudence  and  charity,  with  a 
boundless  love  for  her  Community,  were 
most  conspicuous. 

One  day  the  whole  household  were 
assembled  around  the  aged  and  beloved 
Mother,  as  we  have  seen,  to  congratulate 
her  on  the  second  recurrence  of  her 
golden  Jubilee.  Among  the  Poems  on 
that  occasion  there  was  one  in  the  form  of 
811  Enigma,  that  describes,  in  another 
light.  Mother  St.  Ijouis  de  Gonzague  : 
with  this  little  Poem  we  shall  take  our 
leave  of  her  name.     It  is  entitled — 

THE  PIOUS  SECRET. 

"  On  eai  til  to  live,  all  creatures  try  ; — 

For  ine,  I  only  seek  to  die. 

Trials  and  suiferings  I  endure, 

And  thus  from  evil  keep  me  pure  :    • 
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The  greatest  eiieniy  I  know, 

Is  bJ  If,— that  i.s  my  real  t'oe. 

Deatli  waits  Tor  mortals  at  life's  end  ; 

For  me,  I  die  each  day  I  spend. 

Although  my  soul  endures  tho  while, 

h^i prisoned  in  the  body  vile, 

She  loves  to  lift  her  pinions  high, 

And  sail  unfettered  to  the  sky. 

To  God,  my  all  I  gladly  give  ! 

I  live— no,  'tis  not  I  that  live 

It  is — but  I  too  much  have  told, 

Tlie  seeiet  you  may  well  unfold  ! 

Guess  Avhat  it  is.     Well,  have  you  said  ? 

Do  tell  us, — if  all  doubts  have  tied. 

Have  you  divined?  '  0  yes,  'tis  clear, 

It  is  a  soul  to  Heaven  most  d<'ar, — 

Some  Sniiit,    jxMhaps.'  You're  on  the  road  ; 

One  trial  more,  you'll  have  it  good  ; 

Xever  enigma  was  so  plain. 

I'ome,  lieverend  MotluT,  tiy  again  ! 

Truly,  my  patience  can  no  longer  wait 

It  is  YoUKSELF  ! — the  portrait  is  no  ieint." 

Glapion,  S.  J. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

surERioriS  of  the  iotii  century; 

niOV.  MOTHERS    MARCFIAND    OF    ST.   URSULA    AND 
TASCHKREAU    OF    SI'.    FR AXCOIS-XAVIFR. 

ir03-lSlS, 


"We  are  approaching^  modern  times, 
kind  Header.  The  chain  of  tradition, 
strong  and  bright,  lies  as  it  were  within 
our  grasp,  and  we  are  about  to  conlide  it 
with  affectionate  care  to  the  keeping  of 
those  who  will  come  after  ns.  This  19th 
century,  up  to  the  date  of  1871,  presents 
us  a  group  of  seven  Superiors  ;  the  only 
surviving  one — a  contemporary  of  all  the 
others — is  our  beloved  and  ven«?rated 
Mother  St.  Gabriel,  now  eighty  years 
of  age. 

It  is  a  goodly  and  cheering  picture  as 
we  ])riiig  before  us  the  leading  traits  that 
distinguished  these  worthy  Mothers— the 
three  last.  Mothers  St.  Henry,  St.  Andrew 
and  St.  Grabriel  being  of  our  own  day  : 
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the  countenance,  equally  humble,  mild 
and  serene  ;  the  smile  that  told  of  a  heart 
overflowing  with  charity  ;  the  care  :aid 
foresight  truly  maternal,  that  forgot  no 
one,  and  overlooked  no  want ;  the  en- 
couraging sjnir  of  a  living  Rule,  which 
their  lives  ever  offered  :  while  they  were 
for  us  the  oracle  of  God,  declaring  to  us 
from  day  to  day  His  holy  will  in  our 
regard. 

The  most  distant  figure  of  the  group  is 
Rev.  Mother  Taschereau  of  St.  Francis- 
Xavier,  first  called  to  the  superiority  in 
1793,  and  re-elected  at  various  periods,  till 
she  had  governed  fifteen  years. 

Rev.  Mother  Marchand  of  St.  Ursula, 
charged  in  1799,  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  her  Sisters  to  succeed  Mother  St. 
Xavier,  opens  the  century  under  the  hap- 
piest auspices.  The  name  of  both  these 
worthy  Mothers,  still  fresh  among  us  and 
held  in  veneration,  are  synonymous  with 
all  that  is  mjst  honorable  in  family  de- 
scent, in  amiable  qualities  and  natural 
abilities,  as  well  as  with  all  that  is  most 
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editying  and  exemplary  in  tho  life  of  a 
holy  Religious. 

Mother  St.  Ursula,  known  in  the  world 
as  Miss  Marie-Marguerite  Marchand,  was 
a  native  of  Verchcres,  and  a  descendant 
of  the  family  de  JJoucherville,  by  her 
mother  Marguerite  Boucher  de  Nivervi lie. 
While  yet  a  novice,  under  the  excellent 
training  of  Mother  Davanne  of  St.  Louis 
de  Gronzague,  she  gav^e  evidence  of  1  hat 
maturity  of  judgment,  and  those  inesti- 
mable qualities  of  the  mind  and  heart 
which  rendered  her  so  precious  to  the 
Community,  whether  in  the  noble  func- 
tion of  teacher,  or  in  the  other  offices  to 
which  she  was  occasionally  appointed. 

The  Annals,  deploring  her  premature 
loss  in  1815,  depict  her  as  one  of  the  pil- 
lars of  the  monastery. 

"  In  this  incomparable  Mother,  says 
the  writer,  we  had  a  Superior,  who  in 
her  government  gave  universal  satisfac- 
tion. Noble  and  generous  in  mind, 
prepossessing  in  manners,  as  capable  for 
business  as  she  was  amiable  and  cheerful 
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mable  to  .lesus!  There  is  nothing  greater, 
holier  or  more  to  be  desired." 

^o  well  did  our  beloved  Mother  St. 
Ursula  understand  and  put  in  practice 
this  doctrine,  that  it  pleased  the  Almighty 
to  bestow  upon  her  the  grace  of  a  com- 
plete resignation  to  the  will  of  Grod ;  a 
cheerful  intrepidity  in  the  view  of  her 
approaching  dissolution  ;  the  exercise  of 
a"  lively  faith  in  the  recei)tion  of  the  last 
sacraments ;  and,  finally,  a  calm  and  pea- 
ceful exit  from  this  world,  in  the  firm  as- 
surance of  a  better. 

Rev.  Mother  St.  Ursula  was  the  third 
Superior  whose  decease  in  that  office  had 
l)lunged  the  Community  in  griet.  She 
was  but  sixty-one  years  of  age,  torty-iive 
of  which  had  been  devoted  to  the  service 
of  God  within  the  cloister. 

Rey.  Mother  Marie-Anne  Tasche- 
REAU  OF  St.  Francis  Xavier. 

This  venerable  Mother,  who  was  en- 
joying the  repose  of  comparative  obscu- 
rity, after  guiding  the  Community  twelve 
years,   was  elected  again    at   the  age  of 
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spvoiity-oiio,  to  replace  themnch  lamented 
Mother  8t.  Ursula.  The  foilovvitio'  year 
a  Golden  Jubilee,  celebrating*  the  hall- 
ceiitury's  services  of  the  "  admirable 
Mother,"  afforded  the  inmates  of  the 
Monastery  an  opportunity  of  manifesting 
thoir  sentiments  of  love  and  gratitude, 
leaving  a  pleasant  an  enduring  souvenir 
in  the  minds  of  all  who  shared  the  festi- 
vitii^s. 

Uut  there  are  other  memories  to  be 
collected  here  around  that  beloved  and 
honored  name,  Mother  Marie-Aune  Louise 
Taschereau  of  St.  Fr.  Xavier. 

At  the  tender  age  of  five,  the  little 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Thomas-Jacques 
Taschereau,  first  crossed  the  threshold  of 
the  Convent,  her  dark  eyes  sparkling  with 
joy  as  she  glided  from  her  loving  mother's 
arms  to  those  of  ihe  good  nuns.  Holi- 
days came  often,  and  lasted  long  while 
the  little  pupil  was  under  ten  years  of 
age.  Then  came  the  epoch  of  the  first 
Communion,  when  dolls  and  noisy  games 
are  joyfully  relinquished,  for  the  sake  of 


i.f 


1G8 


GLIMrSP:S  OF  THE  MONASTERY. 


I 


tho  sweet,  yet  sublime  lessons,  contained 
in  that  unpretending  little  volume,  the 
Catechism.  The  teachers  of  Mary-Anne 
rem?^rked,  \^  ith  delight,  the  initblding  or 
tae  T  reidouB  ^erm!^  of  Ihtuie  excellence, 
as  t'lat  young  heart  opened  to  the  influ- 
ence ol  gracr  under  their  careful  guid- 
ance. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  Miss  Taschereau 
rejoined  the  family  circle  definitively.  It 
was  the  year  of  the  Conquest.  If  the 
gay  eties  of  city-life  were  for  a  while  banish- 
ed from  Quebec,  they  returned  with  the 
first  dawn  of  peace  :  and  theywere  by  no 
means  despised  by  our  young  lady. 
During  three  or  four  years,  she  lost  no 
opportunity  of  sharing  the  pleasures  the 
world  offers  its  votaries ;  yet,  like  many 
others,  failed  to  find  in  them  the  ha}7pi- 
ness  they  so  loudly  promise.  The  grace 
of  a  special  call  to  abandon  the  world. 
was  in  reserve  for  her  :  it  was  heard  dur- 
ing the  exercises  of  the  Novena  of  {St. 
Fran9ois-Xavier,  which,  a  century  ago, 
was  celebrated  in  Quebec  at  the  begin- 
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Tiing  of  Lo>it,  wilh  as  much  zeal,  at  leayt, 
as  at  the  present  day. 

An  eloquent  preacher  of  the  ^Society  of 
Jc\sus,  unfol<Ung  with  lucidity  the  Sacred 
Text,  niauy  a  sinner  beat  his  breast  with 
holy  compunction  ;  while  among  the 
just  was  heard  the  inquiry  :  ''  What 
AvAl  I  do  to  b(^come  more  pleasing  to 
Crod  ? "  One,  at  least,  in  that  assembly 
heard  in  her  heart  Ih*  Siviour's  answer, 
incluJing  the  evangelical  counsels  of  p'-"- 
feciion  :  "  Go,  sell  what  thou  hast  and 
distribute  thy  goods  to  the  poor  :  thtui, 
come  and  follow  me  that  thou  mayst 
have  a  great  reward  in  Heaven." 

Docile  to  the  proffered  grace,  and  for- 
tified by  the  approbation  of  (he  13' rector 
other  conscience,  Miss  Taschereau  seeks 
to  execute  her  pious  project  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible. 

A  few  weeks  only  after  the  Novena, 
all  her  preparations  were  accomplished. 
Regarding  the  monastery  as  tho  ark  of  her 
salvation,  she  quits  the  world  and  all  she 
holds  most  dear,  with  a  courageous  heart 
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and  a  holy  iiitropidity,  which  could  only 
l)c  inspired  by  th(i  Holy  Grhost. 

"  Never  was  there  a  more  ferveiit  can- 
didate for  the  white  veil.  JShe  desin^d  to 
bear  the  name  of  St.  Francis  Xavi(»r, 
havincc  received  the  i^race  of  her  vocation 
throut^h  his  intercession.  From  that  mo- 
ment,  she  adopted  the  great  Apo.'itle  ol 
the  Indies  as  the  mode!  of  hi^r  own  ardor 
in  the  service  of  God.  In  these  admi- 
rable dispositions  she  embraced  all  the 
practices  of  the  relio-ious  life,  and  secmod 
to  fly  rather  than  to  walk  in  the  ways  of 
perfection,  advancing  from  virtue  to  virtue 
yviih  undeviating  perseverance.  Natu- 
rally ardent  and  impetuous,  her  first  at- 
tention was  given  to  moderating  hor 
too  great  vivacity,  and  to  acquiring  the 
virtues  of  meekness  and  humility.  By 
vigilance  and  prayer  she  soon  obtained 
a  complete  victory  over  herself,  thus  ren- 
dering her  soul  most  agreeable  to  the 
Celestial  Bridegroom  who  had  chosen  her 
for  his  Spouse. 

Mother    St.    Xavier   was    particularly 
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happy  iu  Ibnning'  to   virtue    the  youiij^ 
persons   coniided    to    hi'r    care    lor  their 


lucation. 


oducauoii.  Her  tahints,  as  well  as  her 
inclination,  lilted  her  in  a  special  manner 
for  the  iin')oitant  charge  ol*  teacher;  and 
for  many  years  her  zeal  Ibund  an  anii)lo 
lii^ld  lor  exertion  in  that  department. 

Dining  thirty  years,  she  occu}):(hI  al- 
ternately the.  Olhce  of  ^Superior  and  Dc- 
inmlaire.  —  ln  both  she  was  a  model  which 
her  successors  would  este',:m  themselves 
happy  to  imitate.  As  8ui)erior,  she  was 
zealous  in  preserving  the  primilivt^  spirit 
of  simplicity,  poverty,  and  retirement ; 
watchful  to  maintain  the  observance  of 
th(?  Ivule  even  in  its  minutest  })oiiits  ; 
attentive  to  procure  th»^  advtuicement  of 
each  member  of  Ihe  Community  i:i  the 
solid  virtues  of  humility  and  charity. 
Thus  did  our  worthy  Mother  St.  Fr. 
Xavier  prove  that  her  vocation  was  truly 
IVoui  above  ;  tending,  asoiir  Constitutions 
demand,  "  To  the  ^iory  of  God,  the  sd/ra- 
lion  of  her  oiv/i  soul,  and  the  ^^  '  of  th.e 
Community  r 
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At  tht;  ago  of  eighty-two,  this  veniirable 
MothiT  was  still  oirj  of  tliL*  first  to  (juit  hor 
ci'il  at  tuooarly  hour  ot*  rising,  and  hasli'ii 
to  cast  herst'lf  at  the  loot  of  the  'I'alK'r- 
naclo  in  prayer.  Tho  crown  of  age  rested 
so  lightly  upon  her  l>row,  that  it  seeiiied 
an  ornament,  rather  than  a  burden  ;  and 
the  Community  hoped  to  enjoy  the  pre- 
cious   advantane    oi'   hta*    counsels    and 


►1 


1. 


example  many  years  longer,  wneu  lu 
March,  1825,  an  eindc^mic  cold  laid  her 
prostrate  ;  and,  in  the  space  of  a  few  days, 
severing  the  tendtn-  ti(^s  that  bound  her 
to  her  family  of  tlie  cloister,  she  w^as  re- 
in v  ted  lurever  to  that  dearer  home  circle 
in  heaven,  where  separations  are  un- 
known.^ 


^  Rev.  Mdtlier  St.  Xavier'8  brfHlior,  tlie  Hon.  G. 
E.  Tascliereau,  SeiLMiior  ot'J^a  Beauce — fatlier  ol'the 
two  Hon.  Judges  Tascliereau,  ainl  grandfatlier  ot 
Rt.  Rev.  E.  A.  Tascliereau  ArcliMshop  of  Quebec, 
was  a  nignal  benefactor  of  the  Ursuliues  l»y  the  care 
lie  bestowed  upon  their  temporal  allairrf. 


CIIAP'l'KU  xvir. 


GRACl':  STRONGKR  THAN  NATURK: 


voCA  riON  OF  Tin:  Missr.s  UKiniiKLor. 


SUPKUIOUS. 


The  limnnu  liciiit  is  ji  spiritual  bnttlo- 
(iol(l,wluM"('  g-race  and  nature  daily  iiKM't, 
mid  strive  to  obtain  iho  niastiMy  oi'  that 
stroiii'-hohl,  the  will.  Happy  th(»soid  that, 
watchl'ul  lor  the  moment  when  the  d«»- 
cisive  blow  is  to  be  cast,  calls  on  lleaveri 
lor  succor,  and  assures  her  salvation  by 
ri'iiderin^f  ixrace  victorious. 


'&   o 


Such  is  the  relh?ctiou  that  will  natu- 
rally strike  the  reader's  mind  as  it  has 
our  own,  on  witnessing'  the  triumph  ol 
divine  grace,  in  the  vocation  ot  the 
Misses  Berthelot. 

lly  the  p  )minent  position  of  their  fa- 
mily in  the  city  of  Quebec,  these  young 


ladies  were  much  exposed  to  be  led  away 
by  the  frivolous  pleasures  and  vanities  of 
the  AYorld. 


I. 
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Julia  and  her  sisior  T<^resa  one  yoar 
o!(l(M'  lh:ni  horself,  were  inseparable 
companions,  wh(»thor  in  the  Convent  as 
school  girl.s,  or  in  society  ;  moreover,  in 
th'^  (Vimily  circle,  the  ties  of  nature  and 
aflvction  were  knit  so  closelv,  the  eir 
joyments  were  so  real  and  ea(di  menihcr 
secerned  so  necessary  io  the  happiness  oi' 
the  others,  that  no  thouii'lit  of  a  separa- 
tion seennnl  admissible.  The  two  sisters 
were  certainly  pions  and  ediiying,  ytt 
they  disdained  neither  the  fashions,  nor 
th'^  gayeties  of  the  world.  One  eveninii*  - 
or  morning  rather— as  t!iey  were  return- 
ing from,  a  ball,  their  carriage  drove  i)ast 
th<^  Convent,  just  as  the  bell  rang  ont  its 
early  call  at  four  o'clock.  The  nuns  were 
rising  to  offer  to  God  the  )natin  tribute  of 
prayer  ;nid  praise.  Their  soals  were  in 
peace.  No  idle  regrets  for  baffled  sclunnos 
of  Vanity  :  no  aching  remorse  for  stilling 
the  voice  of  conscience,  disturbed  th^'ir 
serene  content. 

""Would  to  Il'^aven,  thought  Julia,  that 
my  own  heart  were  as  fi'ee  and  pure  I'' 
The  carriage  had  paused  at  the  door  of 
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tlio  rich  .  merchant's  aristocratic^-  rosi- 
d^Mice.  The  two  youiiir  ladies  ali^-ht(^d, 
and  mounted  to  th<Mr  p«M"t"inniMl  (Iressino-- 
rooiri  :  but  helbre  retirini;*  to  rest,  the 
vonn2[est  of  the  two  sisters  had  cast  her- 
soli' upon  her  knees,  and  olIer(vl  hiMseit' 
to  God  for  a  better  purpose  than  had 
hitherto  eugM;[^ed  her  thoughts. 

A  lew  days  lat«^r,  it  was  discovered 
that  Julia  h;;d  S(^rious  thou^'hts  of  eni- 
hraciiig  thti  Ueligious  life.  For  tlit^  (irst 
tiini\  the  two  sisttMS  Wi^re  of  different 
raiuds.     Teresa   could  s(m^    nothinu'  l)Ut 


e 


folly,  in  th'^  prqjt.^ct  of  renounci:^.<>'  th 
world  and  immuring  one's  self  in  the 
cloister.  The  *'  belle  "  of  QiK'bec  would 
cOitainly  not  follow  her  sister's  example, 
nor  throw  aside  her  jewels,  her  lace,  her 
wreaths  of  fl  nvers,  for  tln^  robe  of  sern^i 
the  band  and  veil  of  a  nun      " 


r)'  J 


roniise 


me,  Papa,  she  cries,  (hat  you  will  never 
coihsent  to  see  me  a  nun.  Should  I  ever 
be  80  infduated  as  to  desire  it  like  my 
sister  Julia,  do  you  at  least,  preserve  me 
iVoni  such  madness." 

Mr.  Berthelot  willingly  gave  his  word  i 


irn 
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his   own    sliMV*^   ill    Ih 


(\    sa en lic(»    () 
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yoiinii'iM' ilan'^liior.  w-is  (jiiiiiMMioniilv  he 
ihonizhi  :Mn(l  he  km'w  \\h'  hoavoiily  u;ilt>s 
uio  not  madt^  l'»  ojuMi  oxi'lusivoly  ou  tlir 
ininatos  of  a  ohuslor. 

Th''  two  sistiM's  wvM'(^  ion-i^lluM-  at  llh> 
(\>iiV(Mil-]n\rIor  wluMi  Julia  doiuand^Ml  lo 
Ixm^hnmvimI  ainoni;'  iho  dauglitors  (tl'St. 
Ursula.  Tho  nuns  w<m*(^  N-alli  lo  hclu'v*^ 
Dial  (>ilh(M'  of  lln'  vounn'  ladies  was  (h'>- 
tinod  lor  \\w  ludii^'ious  lifo.  1)01  h  woiv 
drossod  in  lln^  lirii;hl  ol"  the  fashion,  in 
rusilino  silks,  t>v«M'  \\  hioh  was  worn  an 
apron.  (U*  orrr  sh'irf  -  n^  il  would  now  1)*' 
terniod  -  of  linost  lawn,  borderiKl  with 
tin*  cost  Host  VaKMK'ionn(vs ;  their  head- 
dress w^as  inierwoviMi  witli  Howlers  that 
trembled  on  stems  of  silvan*  and  i^-ohl: 
their  whole  attire  \vas  oi'  the  lUmosI  elo- 
gance. 

MothiT  St.  riar(\  who  was  Superior  at 
the  finn\  (178!^)  nol  contentinL»'  herself 
with  ohjeetions  drawn  from  tiie  obliua- 
tion  to  jiive  xxp  one's  will,  to  practiee  mer- 
tilieatioiij  to  livo  in  poverty,  and  in  con- 
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fonnily  io  flio  rnl»%  ^jouo-hl  to  try  tho 
vocalion  oi  tho  ciuhlidnft^  hy  occulai"  de- 
nioiisl ration.  kStMicliiii;'  to  tin;  wash-iooiii 
lor  0110  ortlii»  ooarso  honii)iMi-apr()iis  lliat 
'AW'  ill  us<Mli<MH»,  down  lo  i\w  prosoiil,  dny, 
Aw  displnyod  tho  artiolo  to  hor  visitors, 
;iniinu'  Miss  .Iiilia,  I  hat  if  she  jx^oaiih'  a 
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mm  slio   won 


Id 


1)0   r(Mjuiro( 
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similar  oiio,  and  lo  aid  in  the  rouuh  hd)or 
il  vsoomod  to  lypily.  ^ 

All  this  was  not  (Miouii'li  !<>  alarm  a 
uvnorous  hoart.  .Inlia  (Milorod  llio  Novi- 
liato  loaving-  Ium*  sistor  to  nioditalo  on  tho 
woiuliM'^  wronuiit  hy  divino  L>raco. 

l)ut  anothor  woiidiM'  was  proparinu;. 
Liko  lln*  youlhiiil  CJorard,  who  coin- 
|>laiiu'd  that  his  shavo  was  nol  (upia!  to 
that  ol' his  hrolhora  whon  tliov  liad  aban- 


^  It  is  only  of  hito  years — since  the  lahoiN  of'teucli- 
iiij:  hnve  liecotiie  multiplied— ihat  the  ("h'tir-Nmis 
ii;ive  ceased  to  uiii  in  the  wasli-rooni.  Tlie  wtittT  of 
those  pnges  reme'uhers  well  havin^i;  liad  Ikt  lingers 
belahored  and  hletdini;  hy  the  over  ,i:eneiH)ns  use  of 
liio  same  wash-hoartl.  perha[)-<,  that  had  served  'n\ 
the  time  of  these  anoient  MotUervS. 
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doned  the  whole  paternal  domain  to  him, 
choosing  heaven  for  their  portion,  so  Te- 
resa felt  herself  in  the  wrong  in  preferring 
worldly  pleasures  to  the  service  of  God. 
The  day  came  when  re})enting  of  the  op- 
position she  had  shown  to  her  sistei\s 
vocation,  she  was  ready  to  beg  on  !>enilod 
knees,  that  her  father  would  forget  the 
promise  she  had  once  exacted  of  him. 

But  Mr.  Berthelot  had  not  pledged  his 
word,  to  release  himself  from  it  so  easily. 
A  whole  twelve-month,  Teresa  exi)iatid 
the  rash  precaution  she  had  taken  to  })ro- 
veiit  herself  from  being  a  nun.  In  after- 
times,  she  used  to  relate?  the  story  of  her 
self-imposefl  troubles,  always  deelarini,^ 
that  she  only  found  th.>  treatment  she 
merited. 

The  two  sisters,  thus  reunited  ai'tera 
brief  separation,  had  the  consolation  .1 
wilnessing  ('ach  othiM-'s  progress  in  virtue. 
and  enjoying  each  other's  society  in  iho 
House  ot'Grocl,  during  nearly  forty  years. 

Mother  St.  Francis  was  slight  aiul  de- 
iicate  in  iigure,  naturally  gentle,  aiftble, 
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and  oxquisitely  polite.  Tho  full  oulo- 
niuiii  given  by  the  Annalist,  and  the  ra- 
gn'ts  oi'iho  Community,  when  a  p(-acoi'ul, 
happy  death  d(^prived  the  house  of  a 
usr'i'ul  and  most  edifying  memV^er,  do  not 
surprise  us. 

As  to  Mother  St.  .]ose[)h,  who  wis 
Superior  iVoni  1824  to  182V,  niid  who 
lived  till  184(3,  no  one  who  knew  her  will 
I'aii  to  renn'Hiher  her  as  th*'  type  oi'lhe 
lady,  —  ridined,  amiable,   and    jventle    in 


word  and  maniun* 


IL 


T   piety  was  ae 


companied  by  that  sim[)lieity  whieh  v- 
the  result  of  a  child  like  coniidence  in 
God,  at  the  same  time  that  it   })rGYt»d  the 
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ahnness  and  innocence  ot  her  sou 
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favorite  virtue   was  humility  ;   her   con 
stant  aim,  to  conform  herself  to  the  wi 
of  others,  revering  in   the    voice    of  h^r 
Superiors  that  of  God  himself.    Jn  what- 
ever office   she    was   employed,  she 
garded  herself  r-s  happy  in  fulfilling  ii  t 
duty  for  the  glory  of  Grod  and  the  gorul 
of  souls." 

It  WnS  during  the  superiority  of  Moth'^r 
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^t.  Joseph    (1820)    that  the   Ursu linos  of 
Quehoc  opened,  with  the  recently  esta}). 

lishedConventoi'their  Order  in  Wateifoi'd) 
(Ireland)  a  correspondence  which  extend- 
ed even  to  th^.  pupils.  It  resulted  in  ;ni 
intimate  interchange  of  good  ollices  ;  a 
union  of  heart  und  pur])ose,  which  have 
been  a  source  of  mutual  edilicntion,  and 
reciprocal  inter^.^st  during  half  a  ccmtury; 
and  which,  we  trust,  will  continue,  with 
ail  its  advantages,  as  loug  as  our  tu'o 
Communities  exist. 

"During  the  last  two  years  of  her  lil'\ 
this  dear  Mother  seemed  to  have  death 
ever  before  her  eyes,  In  the  conviclioii 
of  her  approaching  end,  she  redouble! 
her  fervor  and  her  austerities,  seekinjx 
occasion  to  impose  upon  herself  new  sac- 
rilices'.  She  was  preparing  to  celebrate 
her  golden  Jubilee,  which  would  occur  ou 
the  2d  of  February,  when,  about  a  month 
previous,  she  fell  ill  of  the  typhoid  fever. 
A  few  days  of  suffering,  borne  with  ex- 
emplary patience,  sufficed  to  break  the 
attenuated  thread  of  life,  opening  to  her 
pure  soul  the  possession  of  that  Eternal 
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Good  i'or  which  she  had  lon^  lahovod  and 
siahed.  It  was  on  Iheoth  ol'.Ianuary  1842." 

The  dear  Wateribvd  Nuns  could  only 
ho  warned,  by  the  spring  ve^rsels,  that 
oar  much  esteemed  Mother  ^St.  Jose[)h 
was  no  more.  In  the  mean  time,  in  order 
to  celebrate  the  Goldkn  Juijilki^:  truly 
ill  the  Lord,  th>^se  afF>:*.ctionate  Sistt;rs 
h;i(l  asked  for  i^'eneral  vjommunions,  in 
the  intention  of  the  veneritod  IJrsniine 
oi'  Quebec,  in  all  the  Convents  of  Ireland  ; 
— Ursulines,  8ist(;rs  of  Mercy,  and  others : 
they  had  bej^f^ed  the  prayers  :>'  the 
Jesuits,  Trappists,  Lazarists,  and  Brothers 
ol' the  Christian  Doctrine.  In  their  owni 
Community  there  were  rtyoicings,  vows 
and  prayers,  in  accordance  with  the 
warmth  of  their  true,  Irish  htnirts.  It  w^as 
a  strange  contrast  to  the  month's  Requiem 
ill  Quebec  ;  yet,  how  beautiful  in  the  sight 
of  God,  w^ho  is  above  all  the  GoD  op 
Charity.  Our  pious  Annalist  expresses 
ihe  hope  that  the  dear  Mother,  for  w^hom 
this  mingled  concert  of  mourning  and 
ivjoicing  met  IVom  the  two  borders  of 
the  Atlantic,   "contemplated    the   sceue 
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fVoni  h 'V  throne  in  hoavtMi ;  while  \\.^ 
adore  in  silcnro  the  dispensations  of 
Divine  Providence,  regulating  all  things 
for  the  good  of  the  elect." 

Mother  St.  Joseph  hud  been  the  JSecre- 
tary  of  Chapter,  from  1823  to  1841  ;  the 
last  lines  she  traced  ii:  the  Annals  of  the 
Monastery,  were  written  within  a  \^c\\ 
wrecks  of  her  death. 

Having  mentioned  Llotlier  Bertheloi 
of  St.  Joseph  in  the  capacity  oi'  Superior, 
as  well  as  that  of  Annalist,  let  us  not  si  pa- 
rate  her  irom  her  successor  in  both  ollices, 
Mother  Marguerite  iioissonnault  of  k5t. 
^lonica.  A  native  of  the  parish  of  St.  Ya- 
tier  (near  Quebec),  it  was  as  a  casual  vi- 
sitor that  Miss  Boissonnault  first  becanit] 
acquainted  with  the  Ursulines,  to  w^iose 
labors  she  was  associated  m  1813. 

Doubtless,  it  was  a  great  surprise  to  her- 
self w^hen,  only  twelve  years  after  her 
profession,  she  w^as  called  to  exercise  the 
charge  of  Superior.  Mother  St.  Monica 
w^as  not,  however,  blessed  with  health  : 
she  was  often  a  sulierer,  but  edilied  her 
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Sisters  at  all  times,  by  her  patience  and 
resignation,  as  well  as  by  her  rto-uhiri(y, 
her  zeal  ibr  the  glory  oi'  God  and  the 
salvation  of  souls.  It  was  one  of  her 
oreatest  const  stations  to  be  able  to  render 
service  to  youth  by  teaching,  particu- 
larly in  thi'.  dej^artment  of  the  ICxtt^rn- 
School,  where  she  presided  ninny  years 
as  general-niistress.  Another  ard*  ut  wish 
of  her  heart  was  gra tilled  in  seeing 
several  members  of  her  I'aniily  called 
10  consecrate  th(nr  lives  to  G-od,  in  the 
Keligious  or  in  the  Ecclesiastical  state  ^ 
A  i^reut  Veneration  ibr  the  traditions 
of  the  house  and  the  hemic  tifur-;  of 
Canada,  her  count]  y,  a  spirit  of  research 
joined  to  a  taste  ibr  history,  sup[>lied  th(> 


'  Rev.  L.  i!(l.  Hois,  the  \V'>rihy  pjistor  vvlio  bds 
lalrinMl  with  ?jo  much  z -al  ihir;ii,!j;  ihr  pa.^l  tliiriy- 
five  years  in  tlie  par;>li  ufM  i>lviiior);:e,  is  a  iie})ht\v 
otuiir  deceased  Moth t  St.  Monica.  Tiie  real  s<  fvices 
ht.' has  rmderul  his  ccr.nti'V  bv  his  exc<.lient  hist<:>- 
riual  wiitiniTs,  mav  be  trace-l  to  a  bent  of  niiiu}  simi- 
lai'  to  tb.at  we  have  noticed  above,  in  his  esteeniod 
relative.  Two  .  t'Mr.  Bois'.s  iSisters  embraced  tlie  re- 
li-rious  state,  in  the  Ursuline  Convent  oT Three  lii vers. 
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want  of  a  regular  course  of  studies,  and 
furnished  Mother  St.  Monica  with  a  luud 
of  information  i)oth  useful  and  entertain- 
ing Notwithstanding  her  delicate  health, 
our  veneratcnl  Moth»'r  livfd  to  attain  the 
sevenly-third  year  of  her  age,  of  which 
she  had  (h^'oted  iifty  w  the  service  of 
God  in  religion. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


THE  URSIILINES  OF  TIIiiEE  KlYERS,  GUESTS 
OF  THEIR  SISTERS  OF  UUEBEC. 

ISOO-lSOJ^. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  1B06,  at  the 
unwonted  hour  of  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  conventual  door  of  the  Mo- 
n.astery  opened  most  willingly,  to  admit 
sixteen  Ursulines  from  Three-i\ivers. 

Shivering  with  the  cold,  weary  and 
b'Miighted  how  welcome  was  the  aspect 
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of  the  cloister  ! -doubly  vvoloome  iit  this 
moiuoiit,  by  its  contrast  with  tlu'  <lis- 
comlorts  of  lh>(t  small  vessel  in  which 
they  had  been  tossed  during"  lour  days. 
IIow  touchinjriv  it  renumled  th<Mii  ol' 
ih'Mr  own  dear  ri'treat,  IVoni  which  the 
pitiless  ilamt'S  had  lately  driven  thciu  ! 
Slid  more  alh'cting*  was  the  sympathy, 
l.n'l raying'  itselt'  ni  tears,  the  tender  em- 
brace, the  cordial,  sisterly  rece[)lion  that 
awaited  thinn  ! 

The  hour  was  late  for  tli'  Conv(»nt  ; 
but  quickly  th(^  news  had  circulated 
tVowi  cell  to  cell  as  if  by  ihe  elect lic- 
wires,  and  lister  after  Sister  gathered  in  ; 
for  how  could  they  delay  till  morning*  to 
teslii'y  their  joy  at  such  a  meeting, — and 
their  grief  at  its  cause  ?  Quickly  the 
hospitable  lires,  rekindled,  brought  the 
steaming  tea-urn,  the  restoring  evening 
repast ;  while  the  low  murmur  of  searce- 
ly  audi])le,  yet  animated  conversation, 
showed  that  the  law  of  silence  may  some- 
times yield  — in  a  deferi^itial  way— to  the 
superior  law  of  charity. 
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Th(?  conflagration  oflhe  Monastory  of 
Threes  Itivers  had  taken  place  a  month 
proYions,  yet  how  many  details  remained 
to  be  made  known.  Dear  Reader,  yon 
have  not  failed  to  witness  one  of  those 
too  fn^qnent,  and  ever  heart-rendinir 
scenes  !— the  fire  seizin^-  upon  the  peace- 
ful dwelling  of  a  hjippy  family  ;  the 
belching  smoke,  the  hurried  issue  of  the 
frightene'd  inmates  ;  the  din,  the  ll:^mes, 
the  deafening  shouts  ;  the  promiscuous 
gathering  crowds  !  Such,  and  even  more 
sad,  had  been  the  spectacle  beheld  at 
Three  Rivers,  on  the  2nd  of  September. 

Wilh  difficulty  the  Nuns  and  their 
boarders,  with  the  poor  sick  people  qf  the 
Hospital,  avoided  the  awful  fate  that 
threatened  them.  The  escape  of  all, 
under  the  circumstances,  seemed  almost 
miraculous.  In  less  than  an  hour  from 
the  first  alarm,  the  Coiivent,  the  Hospital, 
the  Church,  with  roofs  fallen  in  and 
crumbling  walls,  had  been  transformed 
to  monuments  of  ruin  and  devastation. 

Here  were  youth  and  age,  the  Nuns 
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and  the  objects  of  their  cure,  to  be  .shel- 
teied  and  succored, — all  driven  at  night- 
fall  from  their  h:\ppy  asylum,  and  sud- 
denly thrust  upon  the  charity  of  the 
public.  The  good  people  of  Thrive  JiiviMs, 
for  whom  the  ailiiction  of  th;>  Nuns  was 
a  family  sorrow^  and  the  burning  of  the 
Moua-tery  a  real  caiamily,  were  not  slow 
to  manifest  thinr  sympathy  and  their 
o-ood  will. 

From  every  side  were  h^^ard  pressing 
ofFors  of  shelter  and  hospitality  ;  but,  as 
the  fire  slackened,  the  Nuns  perceived 
that  there  still  remained  to  them  two 
small  buildings,  the  lilxtern  school-house 
and  the  bakehouse.  Within  these  narrow 
limits,  like  our  own  Nuns  on  a  similar 
occasion,  they  determined  to  reside,  cling- 
ing to  the  cloister  like  the  bird  to  its 
ne.«<t,  even  when  the  branch  is  severed 
from  the  tree. 

Although  lodgings  w^ere  found,  there 
was  still  sufficient  room  for  the  exerci.^e 
of  charity.  A  lieligious  Community  is  a 
large  family  to   provide  for,  and  some 
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among  them  were  nged  and  infirm,  besido 
the  patients  of  the  Hospital. 

It  was  arranged,  later,  that  a  part  of 
the  Nuns  should  accept  the  invitation  ol 
their  former  Mothers  of  Quebec, — as  we 
have  seen. 

Kev.  Mother  St.  Olivier  the  Superior, 
with  Mothers  St.  Croix,  St.  Angela,  and 
Sr.  St.  Benedict  a  lay  Sister,  remainod 
within  the  cloister,  making  a  home  of  the 
bake-house  where  they  nianag^^d  to  k«H^p 
up  a  day-school,  while  the  reconstruction 
of  the  Monastery  was  going  on.  Th" 
same  narrow  apartment  served  as  a  Cha- 
pel on  Sundays  lor  the  Holy  Sacriiice 
of  the  Mass.  Such  were  the  lodgiuos 
and  accommodations  of  these  generous 
nuns  during  thirteen  months,  at  the  end 
of  which — November,  1807, — their  new 
Monastery  afforded  them  a  welcome 
sh(  Iter. 

Returning,  now,  to  the  guests  so  cor- 
dially  welcomed  at  the  Old  Monastery. 
let   us    continue   to   observe    the   scene. 
Anion  <?  them,  our  Nuns  have  recognized, 
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here  a  relative,  there  an  ancient  pupil ; 
but  above  all  others,  one  attracted  their 
attention  and  tender  compassion  :  this 
was  an  aged  nun,  so  feeble  and  way- 
worn, that  as  she  entered,  she  needed  the 
supporting  arm  of  her  SisttM's.  It  was 
IJev.  Mother  Theresa  of  Jesus  (Ursule 
Baby)  an  ancient  pupil,  who  by  a  singular 
destiny,  after  spending  lifty-live  years  in 
the  Monastery  of  Three-Kivers,  and  gov- 
erning it  as  Superior,  was  now  coming 
to  t  lid  her  days  among  her  former  Moth- 
ers, the  Ursulines  of  Quebec. 

She  was  returninc^  to  them,  like  a  Ions: 
absent  wanderer  to  the  home  of  his  youth  ; 
to  Hud  the  friends  of  former  days  depart- 
ed ;  many  old  familiar  haunts  changed  or 
faded  from  memory.  Not  one  of  the  dearly 
beloved  teachers  of  her  childhood,  re- 
mained to  embrace  her.  Mother  Davanne 
of  St.  Louis  de  Gronzague,  had  survived 
till  lately  ;  but  she,  loo,  was  gone,  and 
she  was  the  last  of  those  olden  times  — 
"before  the  Conquest."  Two  of  the  old- 
est nuns,  Mother  Brassard  of  St.  M;igda* 
ion,  and  Mother  Cureux  of  St.  Agathe^ 
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bolh  in  their  seventieth  year,  may  havo 
met  her  a  hoarder,  but  thoy  could  scarcu- 
ly  chiim  tho  title  of  old  schoohiiates. 

Mother  Theresa  of  Jesus  was  already 
looking  forward  to  meet  her  former 
friends  in  heaven,  without  a  long  delay, 
bhehad  not  found  them  among  the  living'; 
but  she  had  come  to  mingle  her  ashes 
with  theirs  in  the  tomb. 

It  was  a  precious  occasion  for  our  Nuns 
to  surround  the  dying  bed  of  their  vener- 
ated Sister  with  all  the  soothing  care  that 
kindiu^ss  con  imagine,  or  charity  bestow. 
The  patient  sullerer,  as  edifying  as  she 
was  beloved,  lingered  but  a  few  weeks, 
and  after  receivinii^  the  last  consolritiuii.s 
of  our  holy  religion,  gently  passed  to  u 
better  life,  on  the  14th  of  November,  amid 
the  united  prayers  and  regrets  of  the  two 
Communities.  The  Office  for  the  dead, 
the  Burial  Service,  the  last  look  at  the 
beloved  and  honored  remains,  the  lower- 
ing of  the  coffin  into  the  vault,  sealed  a 
second  compact  of  union  and  affection 
between  the  two  Houses, —while  the  first 
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yet  subsisted  in  full  force.  Two  oF  Iho 
Sisters  were  recalled  iii  January  to  aid 
the  little  band  in  Three  Rivers.  The 
remniiiin^  thirteen  continued  a  whole 
year  more,  with  their  Mothers  of  Quebec, 
where  they  felt  as  much  at  home  as  if 
tht^y  had  always  formed  a  part  of  the 
Communitv. 

At  the  end  of  fifteen  months  a  new 
Convent  stood  in  place  of  that  destroyed 
by  the  tire.  The  letter  that  announced 
the  structure  as  completed,  recalled  the 
^^i<ters  from  Quebec.  A  winter's  journey 
of  live  days  in  covered  sleighs,  took  the 
exiles  home,  one  band  in  January,  the 
other  in  February  1808. 

"  The  separation,  says  our  Annalist,  was 
not  effected  without  many  tears  on  both 

sides." 

The  Ursulines  of  Three  Rivers  might 
well  bless  the  kind  hand  of  Providence 
for  the  restoration  of  their  Monastery  and 
hospital ;  it  was  a  munificent  gift  to  re- 
ceive from,  the  liberality  of  friends.  Their 
chief  benefactor   on  this  occasion    w^as 
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Bishop  lMi»ssis  who  look  upon  hinisolf  th»3 
r<\s[-»()iisibility  of  uirtsMing  (lii>  work,  and. 
In'ini^iiig  it  to  :i  happy  couclusion,  t»v>ih»r- 
ously  sup[>lyinL»'  whaU^ver  was  waMtiiiir 
ill  thi'  ruiids  rarnish<Ml  by  the  govermuoal 
a)ul  by  thi»  public. 

Accordini^  to  the  estimation  of  iht^ 
oniiiuMit  Prelate*'  Tht^  uccideiit  of  the  con- 
llaL^'ratioii  was  permitted  (o  show  thai  tliv> 
ri^sources  of  Divine  Providenc*^  are  bound- 
U^ss,  and  to  allbrd  the  i'aiihi'ul  of  the  Dio- 
c  se  tht^  occasion  to  maniiesl  their  chni  iiv. 
and  testily  their  gratitude  for  the  iiivahi- 
able  servic*;»s  the  Ursuliues  have  renderod 
all  classes  of  society." 

Our  readers  must  be  aware  that -pros- 
perity has  not  ceased  to  shine  upon  lh.it 
excellent  Community  down  to  the  pre- 
sent day.  The  spacious  and  commodious 
buildinc^s  erected  in  1808,  have  received 
several  important  additions,  accordini,  to 
the  increasuig  wants  '  ;  for  in  Three  Kiv. 
ers  as  in  the  other  parts  of  Canada,  an 
awakened  interest  in  the  cause  of  Edu- 


^  The  Coinnuinity  of  Three   Rivers   is   actually 
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cntioii  h:\s  biMMi  proinj^Uy  tik^I  by  the  ror- 
nv'^l><>n(linL»'  z»»:il  of  l^]«luo;itioniil  l^]st;;l)lisli. 
iiKMjts.  Succes.sivo  luUlitions  to  tln'  C\)ii- 
^  <  biiildiiiLiS,  ol'late  years,  hav(UMial)K'cl 
iir  Sistor-Ursuliiu'S  to  oflor  every  desir- 
able accoinmodatiou  to  their  luuuerous 
pupils,  |)rovinij;'  that  their  zeal  HsUrsiihnes 
does  not  snlJer  from  b(»ing  united  to  that 
ol"  ii'onuino  IIos/H'/a/lcn's. 

The  only  1os«j,  l)ey()nd  repair,  inllioted 
on  the  Monastery  of  Three  Rivers  by  (wo 
conilap^rations,  is  that  of  their  archives; 
those  precious  documents  which,  had 
tht»y  been  preserved,  would  have  enabled 
the  Nuns  to  reciprocate  the  ollering,  we 
are  happy  to  make  them,  of  a  history  of 
the  early  times  in  the  Convent. 


(1870)  ooinposecl  of  t)4   professed  nuns,  40  of  whom 
are  choir-nuns  ; — Novices,  nine. 

Pupils,  including  Hoarders  and  Half-Boarders,  160  : 
Externa,  190. 

1'\t  other  particulars  see  Appendix,  E. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

REV.  MOTHER  McLOUGIILIN  OF  ST.  HENRY. 

SUPERIOR;  MOTHKR  DOUGHERTY  OE 

ST.  AUGUSTIiN:- 

PIONKKRS   OP    KNGMSH    KDUCATION    IN    THK    COXVhNT. 

ISOO-IS^O. 

"With  the  (lawn  of  the  XlXth  century, 
the  Thistle  and  the  Shamrock  entwine 
for  the  first  time  with  the  Fleur-de-lis  and 
the  Maple  Leaf,  beneath  the  sheltering 
roof  of  the  Old  Monastery  —  the  year 
1800  presenting  us  as  candidates  for  Re- 
ligious profession,  Mothers  Mary- Louisa 
McLoughlin  of  St.  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
Dougherty  of  St.  Augustin,  whose  li- 
neage shows  both  Scotch  and  Irish  names. 

Henceforth,  the  blooming  garland,  in- 
termingled more  or  less  with  the  Rose,  in 
some  of  its  varieties,  will  not  cease  to  glow 
within  the  sacred  shrine  of  St.  Ursula,  the 
divers    leaves  and  flowers    clasping  in 
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the  cultivjitiou  of  hor  mind,  were  alto- 
gether peculiar,  and  seem  really  provi- 
dential, when  viewed  in  relation  to  tho 
duties  that  awaited  them  as  Ursulines. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Dougherty  had  boon 
tenderly  and  pioiisly  cared  tor,  IVom  hor 
infancy,  by  her  mother,  who  was  a  native 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  a  Protestant. 
At  the  ai^e  of  eleven  or  twelve,  she  had 
visited  London  and  Paris,  in  com[)aiiy 
with  her  parents;  and  her  voyago  hid 
not  been  lost  upon  her,  whether  for  tho 
information  of  her  mind,  or  the  i)olish  of 
her  manners.  Bereaved  of  his  v/ife  short- 
ly after  his  return  from  Europe,  Mr. 
Douuherty  had  solaced  himself  with  the 
society  of  his  little  daughter,  .continuing 
her  studies  in  grammar,  history,  arith- 
metic and  geography  ; — from  these  to  as- 
tronomy— from  earth  to  the  skies — the 
transition  is  natural.  The  rudiments  of 
French  and  Latin  were  a  necessity,  ac- 
cording to  his  views;  for  his  own  educa- 
tion was  classical,  and  his  tastes  literary : 
— they  had  been  the  cause  of  his  voluu- 
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taiy  oxile  from  his  nativo  land.whoro  the 
pt'iial  laws  sulFered  no  Catholic  to  rise 
af)OV(>  the  soil  on  which  he  trod. 

What  particular  motive  had  led  Mr. 
Doui^hevty  to  come  to  Qnehee,  is  not  ex- 
plained;  in  all  probability  it  was  the 
same  that  had  driven  him  from  New 
York  to  travel  during  the  iirst  years  of  the 
Kopublie  ;  the  desire  to  preserve  the  alle- 
giance he  had  sworn  as  a  British  subject. 

The  position  that  he  occupied  appears 
to  have  been  that  of  an  office-holder  un- 
der the  local  government.  Miss  Elizabeth 
was  at  once  placed  under  the  care  of  the 
Ursulines.  The  course  of  religious  ins- 
truction in  preparation  for  her  first  Com- 
munion, made  a  profound  impression 
upon  her ;  for  she  was  of  an  age  to  appre- 
ciate more  fully  than  a  child  of  ten  or 
eleven,  the  sublime  fav^or  to  which  she 
aspired.  From  this  period  she  dated  her 
first  attraction  to  the  Religious  state.  The 
vivid  sense  of  her  immense  obligations  to 
Heaven,  the  firm  determination  to  observe 
her  baptismal  vows  and  to  preserve  the 
white  robe  of  innocence  bestowed  anew 
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in  the  Sacraments  she  had  just  received, 
inspired  her  with  th.' utmost  contempt  of 
the  world,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  <^ive 
herself  all  to  Him  who  had  given  himself 
to  her  as  a  pledge  of  eternal  life. 

At  eighte(»n  years  of  age,  Miss  Dough- 
erfy,  who  had  spent  three  years  in  our 
classes,  entered  the  Novitiate  (1708),  the 
mothf^r-mistress  being  Mother  Davanm? 
of  St.  Louis  de  Gonzague. 

Another  young  lady.  Miss  Mary-Louisa 
McLoughlin,  as  we  have  said,  although 
born  of  Catholic  parents  living  in  Canada, 
had  also  deferred  her  first  Communion 
till  she  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  She  was 
a  grand  niece  of  that  Col.  S.  Frasor, 
who  commanded  the  R(*giment  of  Scotch 
Highlanders  at  the  taking  ofQnebecin 
1759.  Our  readers  perceive  that  already 
the  Convent  is  winning  members  from 
the  ranks  of  the  Co/zq^/erors.  John-Mal- 
colm Fraser,  brother  of  the  Colonel,  had 
married  twice,  and  the  daughters  of  his 
second  wife,  who  was  a  Catholic,  fol. 
lowed    the    religion    of    their    mother. 
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Mary-Louisa,  the  little  grand-daughter, 
was  six  years  old,  \vh<Mi  she  first  appeared 
in  th»^  house*  of  the  old  soldier;  ho  was  so 
charmed  with  her  infantile  i5'race>  that  he 
d<'clared  she  should  !iot  return  with  hur 
IvAVcnis  to  Riviere  dv  Lrw/v,  and,  almost  })y 
force,  retained  her  as  his  adopted  child. 

She  would  be  the  light  of  the  house- 
hold in  his  declining  years,  and  inherit 
more  largely  than  her  family,  in  the  pro- 
perty at  Riviere  du  Loup,  which  belong- 
ed to  him  as  a  retired  Ollicer  of  the  British 
Army. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLoughlin  were  not 
without  solicitude  for  ttie  faith  of  their 
child;  especially  when  they  found  her, 
as  she  grew  older,  attending  the  Sunday 
services  with  her  grand-lather,  and  going 
to  a  Protestant  school,  instead  of  the  Con- 
vent. 

Although  Mrs.  Fraser  profited  of  eveiy 
opportunity  to  instruct  the  child  in  the 
Catholic  religion,  according  to  the  earnest 
request  of  both  father  and  mother,  vet,  it 
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must  be  allowed,  it  was  not  v/ithout  great 
peril  to  the  faith  in  which  she  had  been 
baptized,  that  Miss  McLoughlin  grew  up 
without  participating  in  the  life-giving 
Sacraments  of  the  Church  At  length, 
her  own  reflections  convinced  her  that 
she  could  no  longer  remain  a  mere  specta- 
tor of  what  others  were  doing  "  to  gain 
eternal  life."  She  felt  that  Religion,  that 
vital  question  onw^hich  depends  the  fate 
of  an  immortal  soul,  could  not  be  treated 
as  a  matter  of  taste,  or  fashion,  or  con- 
venience. She  was  not  too  young  to  con- 
sider seriously  the  path  before  her. 

On  the  one  hand,  she  had  relatives, 
friends,  and  acquaintances,  belonging  to 
the  iirst  ranks  of  society,  who  professed 
the  various  creeds  that  had  made  their 
appearance  in  the  country.  On  the  other 
hand,  she  was  fully  convinced  on  that 
fundamental  point,  the  unerring  teaching 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  against  which 
"  The  gates  of  hell  shall  never  prevail."  A 
decision,  in  conformity  to  her  convictions, 
followed;  after  which,  a  course  of  religious 
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instruction/  prepared  her  for  the  great 
act  of  professing  the  Catholic  Faith. 
This  ceremony  took  place  in  the  Chapel 
of  the  Seminary  of  Quebec,  in  presence 
of  the  Superior  Kev\  Mr.  Grrave,  V.  G., 
and  of  the  young  hidy's  father,  Mr.  John 
McLoughlin.  Passing  over  in  silence 
the  storm  raised  by  the  disappointed 
Colonel  on  this  occasion,  we  follow  with 
pleasure  the  footsteps  of  this  predestined 
soul,  as  she  obeys  the  impulse  of  grace, 
soliciting,  first,  permission  to  enter  the 
Convent  as  boarder;  and  later,  when  her 
pious  meditations  have  convinced  her  of 
the  will  of  Heaven  in  her  regard,  arming 
herself  with  true  Christian  courage,  in 
order  to  execute  a  project  capable  of 
drawing  upon  her  family  very  serious 
consequences,  as  far    as  regarded    their 


^  MivSs  McLoiighlin's  inptructor  on  tliis  important 
occasion  was  the  noble  French  exile,  theAbbe  Philippe 
Desjardins,  at  that  tin^e  Chaplain  of  the  Hotel-Dieu. 
On  his  return  to  Paris,  he  was  named  Vicar-General. 
He  never  lost  sight  of  his  interesting  pupil,  but  cor- 
responded with  her  by  letter  till  within  a  few  montha 
of  his  death,  1833, 
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temporal  prosperity.  This  ik'W  resolve 
was  "to  make  her  calling  and  election 
sure,"  by  embracing  the  Religious  state, 
riacing  h(^r  trust  in  Him  lor  whom  alone 
such  sacrilices  ought  to  be  made,  the 
great  step  was  taken,  w^ith  the  consent  of 
her  parents-  not  lejss  generous  than  their 
dauo'hter-- while  the  irascible  relative 
was  absent  on  a  journey.  His  terrij)le 
wrath  w^as  again  appeased  ; — and  thus  it 
became  an  authenticated  fact,  that  there 
beat  in  the  breast  of  the  veteran  of  former 
battles,  a  forgiving  heart,  capable  of  re- 
lenting on  proper  occasions;  incapable,  at 
lea>t,  of  committing  a  manifest  injustice, 
by  attempting  to  constrain  that  free-will 
which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to 
bestow^  on  his  intelligent  creatures. 

The  ceremony  of  Miss  McLoiighlin's 
taking  the  veil,  on  the  27th  of  February 
179S,  was  j^receded  by  a  rite,  rarely  re- 
serA^ed  lor  such  an  occasion.  The  Bishop 
was  there  to  administer,  first,  the  sacra- 
ment of  Confirmation  :  thus  the  plenitude 
of  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  inundated 
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her  soul,  at  the  important  moment  of  her 
enlisting  under  the  glorious  banner  of  kSt. 
Ursula. 

Two  years  later  (1800),  in  the  joy  of  a 
heart  overflowing  with  gratitude  and 
love,  the  two  happy  novices  whom  we 
have  brought  before  our  readers,  con- 
summated their  sacrifice  by  pronouncing 
their  iinal  vows. 

Here  we  behold  the  two  English 
teachers,  to  whom  were  confided  the 
first  regular  classes  in  that  language. 
The  time  was  past  when  English  speaking 
pupds  were  content  to  learn  French  only 
in  the  Convent  ;  nor  could  the  French 
pupils  afford  to  be  ignorant  of  English. 
Forty  years  had  multiplied  the  English 
portion  of  the  population  of  Quebec,  and 
had  given  them  schools  of  their  own,  to 
which  the  pupils  of  the  Convent  would 
have  been  readily  admitted. 

Mother  St.  Augustin  and  her  compan- 
ion. Mother  McLoughlin  of  St.  Henry, 
were  prepared  to  make  their  classes  inte- 
resting and  profitable.  The  former,  as  we 
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have  ^{-"i}]!,  had  roceivcul  l»^ssoiis  from  hor 
lath<?r;  the  hitter  was  initicit(»d  into  tho 
popular  sciences  by  her  friend  and  father- 
in-God,  I'Abbe  De.sjardius. 

In  Geography,  the  Terrestrial  globe 
was  displayed  ;  maps  were  shown  and 
the  pupils  taught  to  copy  them;  frleams 
of  general  History  and  Astronomy  lent 
their  iiid.  Within  the  Novitiate,  other 
teachers  w^ore  forming,  as  if  in  the  per- 
spective of  a  wider  course  of  studies;  while 
Divine  Providence  was  preparing  to  re- 
inforce the  stalf  of  English  teachers  by 
the  vocation  of  Miss  Genevieve  McKut- 
cheon  (M.  St.  Helen)  and  Miss  Margaret 
Cuddy  (M.  St.  Athanasius). 

If  the  services  of  Mother  St.  Henry  and 
Mother  St.  Augustin  were  chiefly  re- 
quired for  teaching  English,  they  were 
not  less  qualified  for  the  French  classes. 
In  painting,  drawing,  and  embroidery 
Mother  St  Augustin  excelled  : — yetthese 
external  accomplishments  were  of  little 
value  in  the  esteem  of  either,  compared 
with    one  moment   of  recollection   and 
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priiyor.  To  develop  th«'  rt»ligions  s»Mitl- 
iiHMit— that  soiitimeiit  \vhi('h  elevates  the 
soal  while  it  enlarg(»s  the  miiid—wjs, 
above  all,  the  object  these  true  Ursulines 
had  in  view,  in  the  care  they  bestowed 
upon  their  pupils. 

But  the  two  novices  who  had  met  from 
points  so  far  distant,  were  not  destined 
to  continue  their  career  togt»ther  many 
voars. 

Employed  exclusively  in  teaching,  as 
lon<^  as  her  health  ])ermitted,  Mother  St. 
Angustin  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Novitiate,inl812,  as  a  comparative  repose. 
Bat  already  her  days  were  numbered  ; 
death  had  marked  her  for  his  victim,  and 
in  the  springtide  of  1814,  like  some  fair 
fruit,  ripe  before  its  time,  suddenly  har- 
vested by  one  rude  blast.  Mother  St.  Au- 
gustin,  struck  down  by  a  violent  malady, 
found  in  the  bosom  of  her  Grod  an  early 
reward  for  her  pure  and  holy  life.  She 
was  but  thirty-live  years  of  age. 

Of  Mother  St.  Henry's  piety,  her  energy, 
her  promptitude  in  obeying  the  voice  of 
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duty,  our  readers  have  formed  an  opinion 
by  what  they  have  already  seen  of  her. 
Not  less  remarkable  was  her  alacrity  in 
the  observance  of  the  Rule,  her  lightsome 
countenance  being  ever  expressive  ol 
interior  joy  and  cheerfulness.  Themes- 
sage  sent  by  her  former  tutor,  the  Abbe 
Desjardins,  was  well  understood,  when 
writing  from  Paris  he  advised  "  Sr.  St.  Au- 
gustin  to  try  to  prevent  Sr.  St.  Heniy 
from  laughing  ! " 

The  day  cam 3,  however,  all  too  soon 
^or  her  desires,  w^hen  the  cares  that  de- 
volve upon  those  who  are  charged  with 
the  principal  offices,  may  have  moderated 
the  buoyancy  of  her  youthful  spirits.  Six 
years  had  not  yet  elapsed  after  her  pro- 
fession, when  she  was  named  mother- 
mistress,  with  the  obligation  of  guiding 
others  in  the  path  in  which  she  was  her- 
self walking  with  such  fervor.  Her  days 
of  repose  were  already  past.  From  the 
Novitiate  to  the  Depot,  from  the  Depot  to 
the  charge  of  Superior,  (1818)  such  were 
the  offices  that  Mother  St.  Henry  was 
called  to  fill  alternately,  during  more  than 
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a  (|U:nter  of  a  century.  Her  zeal  for  the 
instruction  of  youth,  her  enlightened 
views  of  education,  her  numerous  friends 
ill  the  highest  ranks  of  society,  as  well  as 
among  the  clergy,  the  concurrence  of  her 
brothers,  the  Drs.  McJjOUghiin — both  de- 
votedly attached  to  her— in  all  hor  plans, 
and  th«Mr  generosity  in  sending  h(^r  from 
Paris w^here  one  of  i  hem  resided,  whatever 
would  be  useful  to  her  in  the  schools;  — 
these  were  some  of  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances thai,  rendered  her  administration 
u  blessing  to  the  Community  in  the  im- 
portajit  labors  assigned  to  her  direction 
as  Superior.  Bishop  riessis,who  had  re- 
Ct'ived  the  episcopal  consecration  about 
the  same  time  as  Mother  St.  Henry  made 
profession,  seconded  all  her  efforts  to 
introduce  a  wider  course  of  studies,  and 
manifested,  on  every  occasion,  the  high- 
est esteem  both  for  her  and  for  the  whole 
Community. 

If  our  readers  are  aware  of  w^hat  Bishop 
Plossis  was  towards  his  clergy,  among  his 
people,  or  in  his  intercourse  with  strau- 
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gors,  they  may  lovm  an  opinion  of  what 
Mother  JSt.llonry  was  in  her  Communily, 
nniong  the  pnpiLK,  and  the  many  strangers 
\vho  calUul  to  SCO  hor  at  the  parlor,  or  who 
obtained  permitssion  to  visit  the  interior 
of  (he  Monastery.  ^ 

It  was  often  remarked,  that  the  nio. 
therly  kindness  with  which  she  greeted 
all  who  approached  her,  seemed  to  bo 
still  more  tender  when  it  was  exi'iled 
towards  strangers,  or  towards  those  who 
Were  in  need  of  compassion  or  assistance. 

In  1830,  R(»v.  Mother  St,  Henry,  com- 
])h^ting  the  fourth  term  of  her  superiority, 
saw  herself  again  placed  at  the  De[K)t, 
and  successively  in  the  other  chief  ollices 
where  her  experience  could  be  made 
available  to  the  Community.  The  end 
of  her  useful  career  was  announced  by  a 
painful  malady,  which  after  atfoidiiig 
occasion  for  the  practice  of  every  virtue, 
and  the  triumph  of  patience,  was  crowned 
by  a  peaceful  and  happy  death  on  the  od 
of  July  1846. 


1  See  note  F  iu  Appendix. 
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The  follovvinj^  {ri})uto  to  tho  miMnory 
of  tho  dear  doceasod,  appeared  oii  (he 
Qurhcr.  Gazette. 

"  Died,  on  Friday,  the  third  instant,  at 
(ho  Convent  of  the  Ursulines  of  Quebec, 
lu»v.  Mother  St.  Henry  (Mary- Louisa 
.McLoughlin),  at  the  a<]^e  of  sixty  six 
voiirs.  During  the  long  period  ot'l'oity- 
six  years  of  religious  profession,  slie  HIKhI 
at  various  times  the  ollice  of  Superior  of 
th^  Community,  with  that  rare  tah'ut, 
prudence,  and  justice  which  merited  for 
hor  the  highest  confidence  and  esteem. 
She  will  l)e  long  and  deeply  regretted, 
not  only  by  the  citizens  of  Quebec,  of 
every  class  and  nationality,  who  have  so 
often  rendered  homage  t.)  her  virtues  and 
line  qualities,  but  also  by  all  those  stran- 
Qfers  who  have  had  occasion  to  visit  that 
estimable  Institution,  none  of  whom  ever 
went  away  without  expressing  the  high- 
est admiration  for  the  noble  manners 
and  the  interesting  conversation  of  this 
amiable  lady." 

Numerous  letters,  written  by  her  hand, 
have  been  preserved, furnishing  undoubt- 
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P(l  prool'ofhor  capacity  for  l)iisiii(\ss,  and 
ol'hor  menial  cull  are,  as  vvi'll  as  ol'ihp  raro 
qualities  of  h«»r  hoart.  Auioiii;'  \\\(\  inour- 
ncrs  who  w^'i^t  by  hor  hiHlsich*  at  tlu» 
hour  ot*  sc^paiatiou,  woio  her  throo  ni«'oos, 
Mother  Josrphino  Michaud  ol\St.  Cocili;i, 
—  long  (Mni)loyo(l  in  teacliing  or  in  the 
capacity  of  general-mistress,  and  now 
Assistant; -Mother  Marie  Talbot  of  , St. 
Margaret,  \:v\  Mother  Kniilie  Deehriio 
ol"  tSt  Fr.  Borgia  :  a  sister  ol*  the  latttM*  had 
preceded  her  Aunt  to  the  tomb,  .dhr 
being  professed  only  four  years. 

Mother  St.  Henry's  portrait  is  one  ol 
the  few  we  have  the  good  fortune  to 
possess  of  our  ancient  Sup(M'iors.  It  is  a 
copy  of  one  executed  by  an  artist,  at  Iho 
special  request  of  Dr.  McLoughh'n.  It  is 
so  lite-like  that  w^e  who  bear  the  orimnal 
impressed  upon  our  hearts,  may  still  im- 
agine, as  we  pause  before  it  in  the  Com- 
munity-Hall, that  we  really  meet  again 
those  eyes  ever  beaming  wMth  charity: 
and  that  we  hear  the  mellow  tones  of 
that  voice  so  soothing  and  maternal,  which 
we  loved  so  well. 
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Often  has  it  been  remarked  ol'  Mother 
St.  ir«'nry,  thnt  it  was  snliicitnit  to  have 
si'en  lii'V  oiuMi  to  r(Mnain  iinpr«'sst»(l  wilh 
the  hiL;'ht»st  respect  I'or  her  us  a  It^'li^'ious, 
and  at  the  same  time  uttraot^'d  by  the 
charm  oi'her  convt'rsation,  her  presence, 
hi'r  manners,  all  denoting  the  accomplish- 
ed lady  whose  mind  was  even  snperior 
to  lier  exterior  endowments. 


ClIAriEU  XX. 


SISTER-NOVICES  OF  MOTHER  ST.  HENRY  AND 

ST.  AUGUSTIN. 

Orill'Ul    MNGiaSH    TKACIIKilS. 

The  Novitiate,  in  a  Religions  Ilonse, 
represents,  in  some  degree,  the  family- 
circle.  Presided  by  a  Mother-Mistress, 
whose  oflice  is  truly  maternal,  since  to 
her  is  conlided  the  trust  of  forming  the 
character  of  her  youthful  charge,  teaching 
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them  to  walk  in  the  narrow  path  of  por- 
fectiou,  and  preparing,  each  to  become  the 
Spouse  of  Christ  ;  composed  of  souls  yet 
in  the  infancy  of  the  spiritual  life,  whose 
daily  growth  in  holiness  is  often  rapid 
and  clearly  perceptible  ;— mutual  conU- 
dence,  mutual  editicatio'i,  establish  rela- 
tions truly  fraternal,  and  impart  to  Sister- 
Novices  a  family  resemblance,  which 
often  lasts  as  lonof  as  their  lives. 

For  this  reason  we  love  to  brini?  before 
us  from  time  to  time,  a  group  of  those 
Mothers  who  have  commenced  their  Re- 
ligious career  together,  persuaded  that 
when  we  have  studied  the  character  of 
one  or  two,  we  have  in  a  measure,  the  por- 
trait of  the  others.  Hence,  having  dwelt 
at  some  length,  on  the  memory  of  Mother 
McLoughlin  of  St.  Henry  and  Mother 
Dougherty  of  St.  Augustin,  the  briefest 
notice  of  their  Sister-Novices  must  suilico. 

The  amiable  senior  of  the  Novitiate  in 
the  year  1800,  was  Mother  Angelique  La 
Ferriere  of  St.  Mary,  so  well  known  in 
later  times,  whether  as  general  mistress  of 
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the  Boarders,  Assistant-Superior,  or  Mis- 
tress of  Novices.  How  her  name  will 
qricken  the  memory  of  many  ladies,  now 
past  the  meridian  of  life,  but  with  whom 
gratitude  for  the  good  counsels,  the  kind 
offices  of  /a  chere  Mere  Sle.  Marie,  is  still  as 
''  fresh  as  the  morning  dew  on  beds  of 
roses."  It  was  only  in  1847  that  her  sweet 
smile  was  missed  among  us.  A  brief  ma- 
lady, which  found  her  ready  for  the  great 
surnmons,  but  her  Sisters  ill-prepared  to 
part  with  her — and  all  was  over  !  The 
friend,  who  had  ever  words  of  encourage- 
ment and  consolation  at  her  command  ; 
the  zealous  promoter  of  education  and 
improvement,  whether  in  our  classes,  or 
among  her  novices;  the  fervent  Religious, 
rich  in  all  the  virtues  of  her  £  .ate  :  such 
was  the  loss  the  community  was  called 
to  deplore. 

Next  in  rank  of  profession  is  Mother 
Elizabeth  Blais  of  St.  Monica,  wdio,  appa- 
rently, entered  the  House  of  God,  only  in 
the  hope  of  finding  it  speedily  the  Grate 
of  Heaven.  Eight  years  sufficed  to  win, 
ill  answer  to  her  prayers,  the  possession 
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oitho  Internal  crown ;  and  it  soemiHl  \\ 
to  \vei»p  tor  OHO  who  l)a(lo  adiou  to  lii', 


wiihout  one  siiih,  ono  1 


n"' 


juir,  or  oiu>  roL>'iet. 


Motlior  Louise  Olivier  of  St.  Paul,  aiul 


i\I()ther  Margaret  Coutaiit  oi'  St.  Aiuu», 
<>'ave  tlii'ir  quarter  ol'  a  century  to  the 
liuin])!e  and  laborious  lile  of  an  Ur.su. 
line  ;  they  merited  to  be  held  in  estt'om 
for  their  charitable  and  eddying  couvor- 
sat  ion.  Both  were  rewardt^d  lor  a  holy 
life  by  a  happy  death  in  the  course  oi'  the 
year  182(3. 

Mother  Marie-Francoise  Aubiu  oi'  Si. 
Anthony,  Sister  Novice  with  the  two  pro- 
ceding,  doubled  tliiMr  career,  rejoiniiio- 
them  in  a  better  world  in  1852;  her  truly 
religious  spirit,  n^idered  her  at  all  tinu's 
very  dear  to  her  Superiors,  and  to  all  her 
Community. 

The  twin  Sisters,  Marie-Lonise,  and 
Marie-Therese  Oneille, bearing:  in  reliu'loii 
the  names  of  St.  Gertrude  and  St   Cathe- 


rine,  were  ever 
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liu'hts"  bv  their  aniivjic  life, 
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ibiu  oi'  Si. 

^e  two  pro- 
rejoining 
her  truly 
t  all  tiiuos 
to  all  her 


onise,   and 

in  relig'ioii 

8t   Catho- 

Hd   shinini;" 


It  was  in  favor  of  the  Irish  class— t ho 
Externs — that  the  amiable  Mother  St. 
Catherine,  put  to  proht  the  facility  she 
had  acquired  in  speaking*  English,  and 
displayed  an  eloquence,  a  pathos,  which 
many  a  sacred  orator  might  envy.  Her 
instructions  doubtless  owed  their  elhca- 
city  to  that  ardent  love  of  God  with 
which  her  heart  was  on  hre  :  for,  on 
these  occasions,  she  seemed  inspired.  Her 
death,  in  1842,  preceded  by  an  illness  of 
only  three  days,  hlled  the  (Jonvent  with 
i^rief  So  sudden  a  stroke  found  no  one 
prepared,  but  the  dear  soul  who  so  sub- 
missively accepted  it,  as  the  signal  of  her 
eternal  happiness.  The  recitation  of  the 
Divine  Office  on  that  memorable  28th 
May,  was  nigh  being  interrupted  ;  and  at 
the  dinner  hour,  on  the  following  day,  no 
one  could  command  her  emotion  suffi- 
ciently to  read,  during  the  meal,  as  is  the 
custom. 

Oh!  how  we  pitied  that  other  sister, 
Mother  St.  Gertrude,  nor  thought  she 
could  survive  the  separation.  But,  as 
some  one  has  said,  *'  grief  does  not  break. 
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honrts/'  Th(^  tiMuL'V  iiivs  of  nainro  Imd 
l)iMMi  sir(Miulh<»iUMl  by  loily  y(\'irs  oi'llu'jv 
lu'lii::iousliri\  spont  togolhiM* ;  I)oj»i1i(H)uM 
nol  burst  iboiii  asundor.  One  had  iiUMi^ly 
jiono  bol'oro  ;  \\\o  othtM*  would  wait  \\w 
hour  to  foUow ;  aud  so  she  piMiciduIly,  yj. 
hMitly  boars  hor  cross,  and  follows  on  in 
tho  narrow  path  as  bd'oie.  Ton  yoars 
lator  (185-),  that  I'rai^iK^  IVamo,  al'tiM-  uu- 
d(M'U'oin<>*  lont>'  aiul  severe  snflvrinu's,  sot 
froo,  at,  last,  the  willing,  the  pure,  the 
blessed  spirit — 

Tlio  ohoir  of  Viigins  pure  and  bright. 

Around  their  Sister  ])i(\ss'd  ; 
And  livnnis  ot"  weloonie  sweet  tliev  sanir 

*'  Come,  weary  one  and  n^st !  " 

Adverting  agaiu  to  the  special  consi- 
deration we  had  in  view,  in  anothor 
chapter— the  introduction  of  the  English 
language  into  our  course  of  studi(^s,— we 
recall  with  pleasure  the  names  of  Mothor 
St.  Helen  and  St.  Athanasius,  w^ho,  alter 
being  the  pupils  of  Mother  St.  Augustin 
in  the  Boarding  School,  became  her  no- 
vices in  1807.  Many  of  our  readers  re- 
member both  of  these  ancient,  venerated 
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Molliers,  wlio,  jvlihouLi'li  of  n|>p;n'«Mjlly 
(h^licato  const itutions,  altaiiKMl  \he  jii»'«'s, 
rt\^poctivoly,  of  .sovoniy-lwo  niid  (Mi^hty- 
live,  cclohratiiii^-  lh(M)iu^  Iho  liriy-liv.sl,  Iho 
oIIht  tho  sixly-i'oiirth  yojir  of  lior  prot'os- 
sion. 

Tho  iiuM'its  of  MotliiM'  St.  Atliaiiasins 
and  lior  loiii>' labors  are  known,  woniiuhi. 
say,  to  all  tho  Irish  poi)ulation  oi"Quol)(*c. 
and  its  environs.  She  was  horn  in  Ivil- 
konny,  and  cann^,  onl  (o  this  c^onnl  ry  wlnni 
hut  a  child.  ILim"  lalhor,  who  hidonji'od 
to  tho  military,  diod  almost  on  thoir  arri- 
val. Kind  IVionds  i)rovitUHl  lor  tho  widow 
and  the  child.  Little  Margjirot  was  plac- 
ed at  the  Convent,,  at  tho  age  oi"  IburtiHin, 
l)y  one  who  hoped  that  when  she  had 
grown  up,  he  would  be  found  to  suit  her 
choice.  But  the  young  girl  took  hor  de- 
cision in  the  calm  of  hor  heart,  bostow- 
ini^  its  all'ections  on  a  heavenly  tSpouse. 
Sending  for  hor  protector,  she  informed 
him  of  her  intention  to  ask  admission 
among  the  daughters  of  St.  Angela. 

It  is  related  that,  w^aiving  his  claims  in 
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a  truly  Christian  spirit,  the  youiiuj  Oilicor 
used  neither  rt^proMch  nor  entreaty  to 
dissuade  the  chosen  one  iVoui  following' 
the  cnll  of  Heaven.  A  lew  months  hder, 
in  presence  of  "men  and  angels,''  Miss 
Cuddy  prochiimed  her  intention  of  '•  por- 
seveiing  until  the  end  of  her  life  in  bear- 
ing the  sweet  yoke  of  Jesus  Christ,"  and 
exchanged  her  name  for  that  of  St.  Alha- 
nasius,  while  she  received  the  veil  and 
vestuie  of  an  Ursuline.  Thus,  at  sixteen, 
commenced  a  long  and  useful  career  of 
more  than  three-score  years  within  the 
cloister. 

Possessing  a  ready  memory,  an  ardent 
temperament,  a  warm  Irish  heart,  she 
loved,  next  after  Grod,  her  country,  and 
all  that  belonged  to  the  Grreen  Isle  of 
Erin".  To  the  latest  day  of  her  life,  she 
remembered  with  vivid  emotion,  her  na- 
tive land. 

Charged  with  the  Irish  children  at  the 
Extern-School  from  the  time  it  was  open- 
ed (1822),  she  spared  neither  labor  nor 
pains  to  contribute  to  the  spiritual  and 
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Ireii  at  the 
I  was  open- 
, labor  nor 
ritual  and 


teini>oval  welfare  of  all  who  came  wkliiii 
h(M'  iiillueiice.  As  a  teacher,  she  was  in- 
dei'atigahle,  holding'  the  reins  of  goveni- 
ineiit  with  a  ilrm  yet  even  hand.  Her 
politeness  was  proverl)ial ;  and  if  good 
riiaiiners  contribute  in  no  small  degree  to 
ihe  well-being  of  the  family  circle,  and  of 
society  in  general,  in  this  respect  also,  ihe 
wnme  of  Mother  St.  Athanasius  chMllenges 
a  tribute  of  gratitude. 

Our  limits  for])id  us  to  dwell  K)ni^er 
upon  this  amiable  figure  of  our  (^poeh  ; 
y"t  we  omit  with  regret  much  that  would 
charm  and  edify,  both  in  the  life  of  this 
vmerableNun,  who  has  so  r'^cently  left 
h*'r  place  vacant  among  us  (1875) ;  and 
in  that  of  .Mother  McIvutch(M)n  of  St. 
Ilolen,   whose   name,    even    durin<x   her 


lift^-time,  was  esteenuxi  synonymous  with 
iliat  of  SdinL  Long  inlirmities,  borne 
Avith  the  patience  of  one  who  habitually 
contemplates  the  Crucilix,  did  not  pre- 
Vi'iit  her  from  discharging  the  dutirs  of 
t'^itcher,  and  especially  that  of  mistr.^'-s  of 
novices,  with  Botable  success.     An  uuc- 
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tion,  as  sweet  as  it  was  penetrating,  per- 
vaded her  wo  ids,  which  ever  made  a 
deep  imi)r<'ssion,  whether  in  simpUi  con- 
ference with  her  novices,  or  in  addres- 
sing coll«»clively  her  little  Hock.  It  was 
in  1802.  while  the  Community  were  en- 
g;iged  in  the  exercises  of  an  annual  ro- 
treat,  that  our  beloved  Mother  St.  Helen 
closed  in  peace  her  earthly  career. 

She,  who  had  been  thii  third  Engli.-h- 
speaking  novice  received  in  the  Monas- 
tery, h'ft  twelve  teachers  of  that  lan- 
guage; yet  not  one  too  .many  for  the  ever 
increasing  demands  of  the.  Institution. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


THE  URSULINES  OF  UUEDEC  All)  THEIR 

SISTERS,  THE  URSULINKS  OF  MAV 

ORLEANS,  U.  S. 


cT^  r-m0  r^m^  • 


In  tho  days  wh(3n  Now  Frniice  extoiid- 
od  from  tho  Gull"  of  St.  Jjawrence,  along 
the  Mississi})pi,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
there  were,  at  an  early  date,  Ursulines  at 
Qu(»l)ec  and  at  New  Orleans,— the  two 
extreme  points  of  that  vast  empire.  In 
1727,  French  Nuns  from  Jiouen,  at  the 
demand  of  the  first  missionary  of  those 
newly  discovered  regions  of  the  West, 
founded  a  Convent,  w^hich  soon  rendered 
the  services  that  mig'ht  have  ])een  re- 
fjuirtKl  of  three  or  four  different  Insti- 
tutions. 

Instruction  for  colored- women,  a  day 
school  for  cliildren,  a  hospital,  a  house  of 
rel'iige  :  such  were  the  good  works  com- 
menced by  the  Ursulines  within  three 
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years  of  tlioir  Ibniulation.  Tho  torvihle 
massacre  of  tho  Natch<^z,  \vhioh  ha])p('n(»d 
soon  al'tor,  gave  thciu  the  molaiicholy  oc- 
casion of  opening  a  vast  Orphanage.  Thus 
the  fouiidressesof  the.  Monastery  of  New- 
Orleans,  like  those  of  Quebec,  hivd  a  prc- 
videnti\l  mission  to  accomplish,  helorc 
tliey  entered  upon  the  regular  duties  oi 
their  primitive  vocation. 

From  time  to  time,  our  Nuns  had  corres- 
ponded by  letter  with  their  Sister  Ur- 
sulines,  who  had  applied  to  them  for  aid. 
It  was  not  pecuniary  aid  that  was  soli- 
cited, the  Convent  being  richly  en- 
dowed ,  but  something  more  difficult  to 
obtain,  and  which,  in  Ijouisiaiui,  was  raror 
than  money.  That  colony,  so  ditlereiit 
from  Canada,  both  in  its  first  settlers  and 
in  the  enervating  effects  of  its  climate, 
offered  little  resource  to  recruit  a  lull- 
gious  establishment.  On  the  other  hiuul, 
Quebec,  by  the  difficulty  of  communica- 
tion, was  further  from  New  Orleans  than 
from  Paris.  "  A  year's  journey,  says  Mother 
fc^t.  Louis  de  Gonzague,  is  really  too  lonii' 
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to  ])('  thoni;-ht  of.  "Were  it  m  (juoslion  oi* 
•  oinu'to  France,  \ve  mii'hi  di'liboratr,  but 
not  to  tho  Mississippi." 

Ill  1821,  ]]isliop  Plossis  roceivod  from 
Hishop  Duhouri^,  to  whom  the  diocose  of 
Now  Orleans  had  lately  hm^n  conlided,  a 
communication,  exposing*  th*.  necessities 
of  that  precious  Institution,  "  so  necessary 
to  the  welfare  of  his  iIo(;k — now  sorely 
tried,  and  in  danjj^er  of  perishinu;",  if  not 
succored  in  season."  The  Monastery 
counted  nearly  a  century  of  existence, 
yet,  as  in  the  times  when  our  own  Mother 
Mary  of  the  Incarnatio]i  and  Mother  St. 
Athanasiuswere  asking  help  from  France, 
the  Community  of  New  Orleans  consisted 
of  the  ai^ed  and  the  young",  without  the 
intermediate  link — the  middle-aged,  unit- 
ing the  maturity  and  the  experience  ne- 
cessary for  the  more  important  offices. 

In  the  words  of  Bishop  Duhourg; — 
"  The  ancient  columns  of  the  edilice  were 
in  a  state  of  decay,  and  at  the  approach- 
i)ig  moment  of  their  fall,  there  would  be 
found  only  feeble  reeds  to  supply  their 
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]>1:\(M\"  Tlu^  (l(MH;ni(i  WMs.  th(M*<»lor<\  for 
'*  lhrtSM>r  (our  jh-oIossimI  nuns  of  ni;\t nro 
ni:'<\  (>r  i>.>0{l  jn.lnMn.Mif.  :ni(]  fornhM]  In  ih,» 
prat'tioo  ol'virt  lie.  to  li!l  up  iho  inlri'val  hi^. 
iwiMMi  ill*  MLi'tMl  ai\il  lh«'  \()nn';*  "  Tho 
caso  was  cl<»ar  ;  Iml  llh*  piospcct  ()l'L»Mvin<r 
up  siMoial  sul>jiM'ls,  NO  precious  lo  mii\ 
Co'.uinunilv.  was  iiol  iuvilin^'. 

I'^uvlli^M'  n(\Li'i>liali<)ns  h(>\v«M(M",  siuooih- 
0(1  tluMlillionllios,  and  llii*  lollowiuu' Vivir 
(IS'J'J).  thr(V^  oaiididal'^s  ior  llio  arduous 
mission  woro  uaniod.  Thov  wore  MoIIums 
Folioito  Horm^  o{'  ^\ .  V\\\v\os,  Ani>'rdi(|nt» 
])on2:i'M)rSl.  Louis  (L»  ( lon/auaus  an  1  Vc- 
lao'K^  Morin  of  Si .  MliiMino  ;  all  l)(*t W(Nmi 
thii'lv  and  I'ovlv  V(*ars  of  ai>'(\  and  w^'ll 
qualiliod  loi-  Ihi^  dilli'Mill  jios'^'on  that 
awaitod  (honi. 

Tho  fvrjililudo  of  lli*^  wovlhv  r>is]iop. 
and  ol'tlu^  I'Vsulinos  of  Ni^w  ()r!(\nis.  on 
loavninii:  tho  liippy  issuo  ol'  llioii  appiMl, 
was  witlionl  honuds.  "  A  iliousaud  i>l('ss- 
inus  upon  you,  WM'ilos  l>isliop  Dnhoiirii" 
io  ]-lishoj>  riossis,  lor  Iho  l>omw(»lon(  in- 
ieiv^t  vou  have  taken  in  ihe  success  ef 
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iMV  jx'iilion.  Our  Ihsuliiios  sli:»i»»  luy 
or;iii(u«l«v  l)«>th  lv)\Viir(ls  your  ljonlshii>, 
MMil  Inwiuds  iIkmi'  Iiohoi'imI  Sislors  of 
(^hi<'l)iM'..  \V»'  sli.ill  rriMMv**  lli«'  prtHMous 
ji('»|uisiti()n  ;.s  u  pri\s»Mil  IVoiii  ll»'MV«'n; 
iiihl  MS  a  iii'w  ni;nlv  »!'  IIimI  \v<»n(lririil 
000(1  iicss  iA'  (loil  wliioh  Wi'  h  »vo  cxp"- 
ri(MhM»il  so  palpal)ly  lor  sovt'r.il  yoars  past ." 

Tin*  i>'V(»al  (liHMsioii  l)(Mnn'  (aloMi,  pn»pa- 
Viilioiis  woro  luatlo  lor  iho  lonrnov.  it 
was  (piilo  ail  (^viMil,  nol  only  lor  {\\r  ihroo 


i>(>(nl  Mt)lli»Ms,  (ln»  oy{']\  {  M)or  of  wnoMi 
lii\»  was  so  \im»\p(M"t(Mlly  dislmhod  ;  l»;it 
lor  Iho  \vi(l(»  ciich*  ol'  IVioiuls,  rrlativr^, 
;ni(l  ac'cjuainlancrs,  scailiMod  flirouuli 
llic  h']iL»tli  and  hreadlli  ol'liit*  conntiy. 

Tlu^   d<M>ailur(^    was  d«dini( iv<'l v    lixr<l 
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l)isliop  IMossis  camo  |o  {]w  ('onvcni  lo 
olltM'  Iho  1  loly  Mass,  and  L;-iv<'  (  \>innninio!i 
to  lh(»  g'(M](M'oiis  missionors,  h-  ppy  to  soo 
IliiMu  propart»d  to  mako  tlioir  sacrilicH^ 
with  i»'oii(M'osity.  Krv.  l^'athiM*  Ma<_i'nir(\ 
tli«Mi  pastor  ol'  St.  IMicli  loTs,  had  Ixmmi 
chosen  to  ))i'   tlio  l\a[vhael   ol'llic  voyat'o^ 


1 

i: 

i 

^ 

■I 


II 


22G 


GLIMPSES   OF  TIIK    MOXASFEUY, 


preluding,  by  this  signal  service,  to  tho 
many  beneiUs  he  would  h;ive  occasion 
later  to  beslow  upon  the  Ursnlines  of 
Quebec.  On  the  day  of  the  departure, 
the  touching  prnyers  lor  voyagers  in  the 
Kornan  Itinerary,  were  recited  after  Mnss 
with  (^motions  not  easy  to  describe  :  nov 
shall  we  attempt  to  tell  how  that  last-day^ 
at-home  was  passed  ! 

At  six  o'clock  the  final  adieu  had  been 
Said  ;  a  parting  embrace  had  separated 
them  whom  mutual  charity  and  a  simi- 
lar choict^  of  Heaven,  hiid  united  in  the 
sacri'd  bonds  of  religious  friendship. 

The  three  missioners, in  travellingattiio, 
pass  the  Conventual  door,  traverse  the 
silent  groups  of  sympathizing  frionds, 
enter  the  carriao-es  that  are  waiting'  tor 
them,  and  are  conducted  as  in  triumph 
to  tho  wharf  in  Lower-Town.  The  steam- 
boat, lying  at  anchor  and  illuminated 
to  honor  the  occasion,  rested  till  an  ad- 
vanced hour  of  the  evening,  in  order  to 
alloVk^  the  visits  of  friends  to  be  prolonged 
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Mother  Nonnanvillo  of  St.  lltden,  was 
Wiiiting  io  oiler  *a  hiinihir  saciilice,  by 
joining  the  mi>sionary-band,  thus  com- 
pleting the  nnniber  of  professed  nuns 
demanded.  Capt.  Morin,  who  seenuHl 
lo  have  phiced  his  vessel  entirely  at  the 
disposition  of  the  travellers,  waited  till 
tliey  had  visited  the  Convent,  and  re- 
c.'ived  the  blessing  of  the  venerated  Abbe 
de  Calonne. 

On  ^Saturday,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
ihoy  were  at  Montreal.  The  quay  was 
crowded  with  people,  willing  to  see  those 
Ursulines  who  were  so  courageously 
exiling  themselves  ior  the  love  of  Grod  ; 
but  their  prudent  conductor,  Kev.  T. 
Mnguire,  enabled  them  to  avoid  the  gaze 
of  the  curious  : — Capt.  Morin  landed  them 
on  a  private  wharf,  within  a  few  rods  of 
ihe  Hotei-Dieu.  The  kindness  of  these 
good  Nuns,  the  cordial  welcome  of  the 
oisters  of  the  Congregation,  and  all  the 
atfection  that  awaited  them  at  the  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  were  described  by  our  voya- 
gers in  grateful  terms  ;  but  pausing  only 
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QUO  day  in  j\rontreal  they  proceed  to  Now 
York,  with  an  addition  to  their  party  ol' 
three  young  hulies  from  Detroit,  cniuli- 
dates  also  for  the  lii'e  of  the  cloister  in  the 
South. 

It  was  not  a  mere  day's  journey,  at  that 
time,  to  go  from  Montreal  to  NewA^ork. 
Between  La  Prairie  and  Lake  Chnmj)hiin 
our  travellers  had  to  endure  the  iatiuue 
of  carriage-conveyance  ;  thence  l)y  stemn- 
boat,  amid  "  passengers  of  every  color, 
and  almost  every  nation,"  they  reach  the 
great  City,  on  the  11th  October,  the  iil'ih 
day  after  leaving  Montreal. 

Happy  were  the  tired  voyagers  to  re- 
ceive hospitality  at  the  hands  of  the  Sis- 
ters of  Charity,  recently  founded  in  the 
United  States  by  that  admirable  woman, 
Mother  Seton. 

On  the  21st  October,  Rev.  Th.  Maguir-^ 
resigned  his  post  as  conductor  of  the 
missionary  band,  in  favor  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Janvier,  a  worthy  priest  deputed  by 
Bishox)  Dubourg  to  this  effect ;  and  the 
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whole  company  oml)arkecl  for  a  soa- voy- 
age of  twenty  days. 

More  adventures  than  pleasures  were 
ill  store  for  them.  They  had  not  been  a 
week  out  at  sea,  when  the  most  oppres- 
sive heat  they  had  ever  exp'^rienced,  gave 
them  a  foretaste  of  the  zone  th(iy  were 
approaching.  Then  a  fuiious  storm  came 
on,  during  which  a  sailor  was  swept  over- 
board. In  attempting  to  rescue  the  un- 
fortunate man,  the  vessel  was  for  a  mo- 
ment on  the  point  of  being  submerged  ; 
the  waves  came  dashing  over  the  deck 
inundating  the  passengers'  rooms,  and, 
but  for  a  skilful  manoeuvre,  a  watery  grave 
might  have  been  the  end  of  the  voyage. 
Bat  this  was  nothing  in  comparison  with 
the  peril  of  an  encounter  with  pirates. 
Happily,  the  Captain  perceived  the  ship 
in  season  not  to  be  the  first  attacked.  The 
thirty  men -passengers  on  board  were 
armed,  and  ordered  on  deck  to  aid  the  ma- 
riners; their  seven  guns  were  charged, 
and  a  vigorous  fire  soon  forced  the  pirates 
to  draw  ofl^     As  the  enemy  disappeared, 
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th(^  Tir^cket-Ship  spread  hor  sails,  and  soon 
rt'uairied  the  tune  lost. 

Ihe  terror  of  our  poor  nuns  may  easily 
be  conceived  ;  but  as  no  harm  beleil  ihciu, 
Ihi'y  had  only  to  change  their  pelitioiis 
for  the  protection  of  Heaven  into  thanks- 
givings, the  danger  being  over. 

A  false   rumor,   however,    gave    their 
fritMids  in  Canada  more  than  six  wcrks  of 
cruel  sus[)ense  aiul  anxiety.     The  report 
was  that    the    pirates    had  captured  the 
Paeket-!Shi\)  and  made  the  crew  prisoners, 
retaining    their  prize    twenty-four  hours, 
when  another  vessel,  the  Alligalor,  h;  d 
attacked  the  pirates  and  forced  them  to 
give  up  their  booty.     Such  a  catastrophe 
was  commented  upon  and  deplored  on 
every  side  ;  there  was  no  end  of  conjec- 
tures   and  visits  of  condolence.     It  was 
only  on  the  2d  of  January  that  letters 
from  our  nuns,  furnished  a  correct  ac- 
count of  ihki  affair.     This  was   promptly 
published   on  the   CanacUen,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  anxiety  of  the  many  friends 
interested  in  the  fate  of  the  voyagers. 
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111  the  mean  time,  our  Ursulines  had 
reached  their  destination.  The  vene- 
rable Superior,  Mother  St.  Michael,  who 
had  been  inspired  to  ask  for  them,  had 
only  waited, — it  would  seem — to  hear 
that  her  request  was  granted,  in  order  to 
die  contented,  in  the  assurance  that  her 
dear  Community  would  be  well  provided 
for.  Her  successor  wrote,  with  a  gratitude 
most  touching,  her  thanks  for  "  the  pre- 
cious boon  ;  praying  that  the  Almighty 
mii>ht  preserve  the  dear  Sisters  long,  tor 
the  salvation  of  so  many  souls  who, 
without  the  instruction  given  in  the  Con- 
vent, would  never  know  Grod." 

The  generous  exiles,  on  their  part,  Vv^ere 
not  disappointed  in  their  new  Sisters  ; 
the  kindness  with  w^hich  they  were  greet- 
ed on  arrivinsr,  was  but  one  instance  of 
the  charity  that  reigned  supreme  in  the 
Convent,  and  which  ever  surrounded 
them  with  its  ineffable  charms. 

In  1824,  the  Ursulines  of  New  Orleans 
excliano;ed  their  ancient  Convent  in  the 
City,  for  a  more  salubrious  site,  at  the  dis- 
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tanco  ()['  ahoiil  two  niil(\'^,  wluu'o  ilicy 
l)uill  th'  irpr»»S(Mit  MoimsttMy —a  spacious 
l)riL'k  cdilici^  two  liundrod  loot  loiiu",  wilh 
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Oiii"  Si.sl'M'8  colli iiim^l  lo  multM-imj 
taut    scrx'icos   to  th(*ir  adoplA-d  Conmi 
iiiiy    till  cailod  to  ihoir  roward,— Moth -r 
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Si.  liltiorm^  ill  184().  Oin'  was  still  iivino", 
ill  1810,  to  wolcomc*  and  (Micouraiio  two 
ofhvM"  iiKMiibors  of  tlu^  jMoiiastery  o[ 
Qiud)(»c  MotluM's  Victoria  White  oi"  St. 
.1  >nh »d^h-avc".\s  do  Cliautal,  and  (';dhoniio. 
Jhirki^  of  St.    Thomas,  ^  who    had    t2v:i<'- 


^  ^^()l]^l  V  ,J.  V.  (Ip  Chnit:il  laliorod  ninctroii  voaiv. 
i:i  till'  Souili.  an.l  owly  roluriuMl  to  the  ''  Old  M<»iia>- 
t('r\'  ''  alUM'  s('(>iii'_!;  tlio  Uvv)  lu'w  tiuindations  of'O.il- 
vc'-U)U    air.i   San-Anlonio,  —  Itotli    oi'  which    she  had 
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vt'i'iie  1  as  Superior — lu  the  way  ol  })i'uspL'rity. 
•  h'ther  St.  d'iioiiKis,  on  whom  tho   chinale  [)i'e 
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p(iii:iiit  s.rvicos  in  Oalve.-tv)!!  (hiritiii  .^ix  year.'. 
Many  ofonr  I'eaderp!  are  aware  that  a  "  providential 
mission  ''  awaited  lier  at  home,  and  tJie  Ilii<toirc  ihs 
Vrsidinei^  is  there  to  attest  with  wliat  lilial  atiVcti.m 
ghe  cherishes  the  Old  Monastery  ul"  Quebeo.    Tii*; 
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lonsly  acc(»pi('(l  an  invilalioii  io  aid  I  lie 
mnvly-ioundod  (Ion vent  ol'  lirsuliiuv^  in 
Galveston,  T»'xas. 


lltlionn-h  Moili(M-Si.C'harlos— tho  latest 
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ina(oorN('W-()i'l(Mnis,  sorlilTiM'tMil  IVoni  tliat 
of  ii'M*  naljvo  land,  still  licr  vii>"orons  c  )n- 
^ilution  here  Ikm*  to  th*^  advancMvl  ni^*'  oC 
sixlv-nine  y(\irs,  tliivty  oF  which  s]i<'  liad 
passed  in    the  8outh. 

The  triple  link  Ixdween  the  two  old(\st 
Comniunitios  ol'  lli\^>nlin(\s  in  AnitMica, 
was  stnniothened  aiJ^nin,  in  1880,  wh(Mi» 
Ihrouuh  i\\y^  inystorions  dt^erees  oi'Divino 
Piovidence,  thi^  (h^'otivl  little  band  of 
Trsnlines.  driviMi  fiom  their  (^onvinit  on 
Mt.  l>enedict^  (Charlestown,  Mass.)  took 
rt^Ciiii'e  with  the  various  Conununities  of 
llnMr  ()rd(M';  tw^o  reinninin^'  wit  In  tht»  \  r- 
siilines  oi*  (Quebec,  two  others  joinnig-  the 


tioMs  to  tlip  pati 'nt  ainl  persevering  researches  untie 
by  MuiluT  St.  Tlionias. 

^  See  Appeuilix  G. 
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Ursulines  ol  Three  Rivers,  while  three 
ofl'orod  themselves  to  the  Convent  ol' 
New  Orleans.  The  important  services 
these  sorely-tried  Keligious  were  ena])l(.'d 
to  render,  in  each  of  these  their  adopted 
Communities,  must  have  served  to  con- 
sole them,  and  gradually  to  ellace  the  re- 
membrance of  the  disaster,  with  the  hope 
long  nourished  of  seeing  it  repaired. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


EDUCATION  IN  OUR  CONVENT-SCHOOLS 
IN  THE  PRESENT  CENTURY. 


Catholic  Institutions  for  education  in 
Canada,  had  found  in  the  policy  of  the 
governm.ent  inaugurated  in  1759,  difficul- 
ties to  which  we  have  briefly  alluded 
elsewhere.  At  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent century,  these  Institutions  were  far 
from  the  high  position  which  they  have 
at    last    attained    throughout  the    land. 
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^^thill  tho  cloister,  as  well  as  auioii"- 
the  mass  ol'  the  po[)ulation,  the  scale  of 
instruction  h;id  evideiitly  descended. 

It  would  he  an  iuterestii)g  study,  to 
trace  the  i»*radual  rise  ol'  our  CouvtMit- 
teachinii'.  fVom  that  simpU?,  yet  liiuda- 
inental  course, — Christian  Doctrine,  coni- 
prising  sacred  history  ;  reading ;  writing  ; 
arithmetic,  and  needle-w^ork,—  to  wdiicli  it 
was  mostly  confined  seventy  or  eighty 
years  au'o,  to  the  wider  circle  it  em- 
braces  at  tho  present  day. 

By  comparing  the  notes  furnished  by 
our  Annals,  it  is  evident  that  the  impetus 
given  to  studies  about  the  year  1800,  both 
in  the  novitiate  and  in  the  classes,  by  tlio 
well-directed  efforts  of  Mothers  St.  Henry 
and  St.  Augustin,  was  but  the  first  wave 
of  a  new^  and  pow^erful  current,  wdiich 
without  tearing  up  the  solid  bed  of  a 
time-worn  channel,  began  to  flow  more 
swift  iy,  imparting  fresh  verdure  and  pltm- 
til'ul  flowers  along  its  pleasant  banks. 

Already  in  1810  "  pupils  commenced 
to  be  more  numerous,  and  to  remain  long- 
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or  at  sohor)!."  In  1815,  Bishop  J.  (). 
nessisrotrnlat(Hl  "  ihat  more  tiuio  .shouM 
bv^  jillolted  to  the  studios  oT  the  Novieos*, 
in  ord(M'  io  riMidoi  tluun  proliciiMit  in  the 
Viirioiis  branches  which  th^^v  wore  re- 
quired  to  teach,  French  and  English 
Grammar,  Geography,  »Src.  '*  These  bran- 
ches, ad<ls  the  Annalist,  attract  pupils  to 
the  Convent,  and  a  (lord  us  an  opportunity 
to  form  them  to  the  virtues  of  a  Christian 
life." 

Malf-Boarders  had  been  admitted  from 
the  year  1800.  Their  class-rooms  were 
distinct  from  those  of  the  boarders  until 
1825,  when  the  two  schools  were  united, 
in  order  to  afford  greater  facility  for  grad- 
ing the  classes,  "  according  to  the  rale." 
To  the  new  branches  already  introduced, 
were  added  History  and  Translation. 

The  number  of  Boarders  varied  from 
sixty  to  eighty  :  the  Half -Boarders  were 
in  o'reater  number. 

The  ExtiM-n-School  had  never  ceased  to 
be  numerous.  In  1822,  Rev.  J.  Signay, 
charged  with  the  parish  of  Quebec,  appli'Hl 


.1* 


OMMl'SES   OF   THE    MONASTKUY, 


2117 


to  the  UrsnliiHvs  to  ohtuiii  instruction  lor 
the  Irish  Catholics  of  the  City.  We  iiiay 
judi^e  what  zeal  animated  our  Mothers  of 


that  period,  by  the  fact  oi*  iht'ir  receivinj^ 
sixty  of  these  young  girls  imuiediatcly, 
ahhough  they  were  obliged,  to  admit 
th<4u  during  the  hours  that  the  Freutdi 
pu[)ils  were  abstMit,  IVoni  eleven  o'clock  U) 
OIK',  in  order  to  have  class  rooms.  Many 
oi' these  children  being  very  t)oor,  had  to 
1)0  supplied  with  the  nourishm<'nt  ol'the 
body,  as  well  as  that  oi*  the  soul. 

The  Irish  Class  was  deliuitively  orga- 
nized, and  opemnl  to  the  scholars  at  ihe 
same  hours  as  the  Frencli  (^anadians,  in 
lS-4.  Between  seventy  and  eighty  chil- 
dren assembled,  at  once,  to  receive  ehi- 
nientary  instruction  in  J^ngiish,  under  the 
devoted  superintendence  of  Mother  St. 
Adianasius,  whose  name  has  become  a 
household-word  with  the  Irish,  for  her 
long  and  laborious  services  in  the  Extern- 
School. 

While  our  nuns  were    thus  imposing 
upon  themselves   new  labors,    a  wider 
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and  liiuhor  courso  ol*  studios,  in  Iho  solid, 
as  vvidi  as  in  Iho  oinanientul  hianchos, 
was  l)oin!»  olaboratod. 

M<»ilhM'  Donuhcrty  of  vSt.  An^'uslin  liad 
fornnnl  oxccdlont  pupils,  ospocially  in 
drawing*  ;  auioiii>"  thoso  Mothor  Julio 
l^vIn(  liaud  of  Si.  l)oru'ia,  rivalled  and 
evon  suipassed  hov  toaclior.  During  tiio 
cightt'on  years  ofhor  too  hriel' caretM",  siio 
w:\s  (Mn ployed  exclusiv(dy  in  Iho  l)nni'<l- 
inL>'-School,  whort*  sho  suocmumIocI  no  K'.ss 
in  tbrminu*  hor  youthful  chariot'  to  pidy 
and  o'ood  mannors,  than  in  cultivaliii'4' 
th«M.r  lalonts  and  ornamontinglhoir  minds 

To  descend  to  i^jivtiouiai's.  wo  should 
state  hero,  that  the  lirst  h^ssons  in  ci'ayfva 
and  in  oil-i)aintin!X  wim'o  recoivinl  IVoin  a 
French  artist  m  1820.  Twelve  years  later, 
]\[r.  liowrnan,  a  painter  ot'dislinction  from 
Boston,  was  called  in  to  cnltivalo  tlio 
tal(Mits  of  our  young  ar/fs/s,  and  with 
sucii  success  th;it  the  principal  altars  and 
shrines  within  the  Moinistory,  were  so(ni 
decorated  with  paintings  due  to  their 
skill.     Que  of  the  best  c|ualilied  in  that 
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class  of  painters,  Miss  r]iuili(»  Deehrne, 
ontered  i\w  Novitiati^  later,  to  d(»dieati»  her 
t;ilen(s  to  the  stM'viee  ol'  the  ('on vent  ;  — 
iior  has  then^  been  wantinu',  down  to  tini 
present  time  a  lineal  succession  ot"  artists, 
iidieritini^'  the  talents,  and  henelited  by 
iho   hibors  oi'  their  [)redecossors. 

Musicid  instrunnnits  were  not  un- 
known, in  some  of  tlnMr  simpler  I'orms, 
pvon  in  the  early  times  of  tlie  ConviMit. 
The  piano-Ibi'te  was  intr  -duced  })y  a 
friend  of  the  Convmit,  Mr.  J.  1>.  Ulaek- 
lat^yer.  Keguhir  lessons  were  jirst  given 
to  the  pupils  by  Mr.  Codman,  the  organist 
oi'the  Anglican  Cathedral.  In  1824,  thero 
were  novices  qualihed  to  give  musicdes- 
"^oiis,  and  some  ten  years  later,  secular 
teachers  were  no  longer  required  for  any 
instrument,  the  organ,  harp,  and  gnitar 
included. 

The  next  fifteen  years  presented  a  con- 
ourrence  of  circumstances  singularly  fa- 
vorable to  the  complete  development  of 
a  high  course  of  studies. 

First,  the  awakening,  in  the  Country, 


jl 


(? 


240 


GLIMPSES   OF   TITE   MONASTERY. 


of  0.  new  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion :  a  Society  under  the  sanction  of  tho 
G-overnor  and  approved  by  the  Bishop, 
to  I'urther  that  cause —first  organized  in 
1820— becoming  every  day  more  popular, 
and  acquiring  new  importance. 

Secondly,  as  regards,  more  directly,  the 
Convent  :  able  and  energetic  Superiors, 
both  ecclesiastical  and  local  ;  devjted 
friends  among  the  Clergy,  particularly 
the  Priests  of  the  Seminary  (Quebec) ;  ac- 
complished teachers,  among  w^hom  wo 
must  specify,  in  addition  to  those  already 
mentioned,  Mother  Cecilia  O'Conway  of 
the  Incarnation,  who,  from  being  a  Sister 
of  Charity  in  New  York,  became  an  ITr° 
sulinc,  joining  our  Community  in  1823. 

Carefully  educated  by  her  f\\ther,  who 
was  a  linguist  and  a  man  of  extensive 
learning,  Mother  Cecilia  of  the  Incarna- 
tion had  acquired  also  n  fund  of  useful 
information  by  experience,  before  giving 
her  services  to  the  Monastery  of  the  L  r- 
sulines.  To  a  natural  taste  for  those 
sciences  which  in  our  century  have  be- 
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come  so  popular,  Botany,  Physics,  Miner- 
alogy, &c.,  she  joined  uncommon  skill  in 
all  the  varieties  of  fancy-work  and  em- 
broidery. Active  and  energetic,  she  pos- 
sessed all  that  love  for  teaching,  that 
sympathy  for  her  pupils,  that  zeal  for 
their  progress,  so  necessary  .o  form  a  suc- 
cessful instructor. 

About  the  same  date,  opened  an  inti- 
mate and  cordial  intercourse  by  letter 
with  the  Ursuline  Convent,  St.  Mary's, 
Waterford  (Ireland),  recently  founded  by 
the  XJrsulines  of  Cork. 

Through  the  kindness  of  these  highly 
educated  Sister-Ursulines,  the  Classes 
were  furnished  with  excellent  treatises 
and  models  of  literature  in  English  ;  spe- 
cimens in  N  atural  History ;  and  curiosities, 
sufficient  to  form  the  germ  of  a  Museum, 
which  every  year  has  augmoited  down 
to  the  present  day. 

In  1831,  commenced  that  series  of  mod- 
ern improvements,  by  additions  to  the 
original  buildings,  which  have  continued, 
from  time  to  time,  during  almost  a  half- 
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ceiitnry.  A  new  siory,  add^nl  to  thf> 
miiiu-building,  oavo  two  large  halls,  and 
four  smaller  class-rooms  for  the  better 
accommodation  of  the  boarders.  These 
were  blessed  with  solemnity,  atid  witli 
pious  rejoicings  on  the  15th  of  Oct.,  l(So2, 
by  Bishop  Signay.  After  the  ceremony, 
Lady  Aylmer,  without  the  Grovernor,  and 
attended  only  by  the  ladies  ot*  her  suite, 
paid  a  graciou^^  visit  to  the  pupils  in  thtnr 
new  class-rooms.  The  same  day,  other 
hidies  of  the  city,  the  Y)arents  and  relatives 
of  the  pupils,  enjoyed  also  tnat  rare  privi- 
lege of  viewing  the  interior  of  the  jMo- 
nastery,  permission  having  been  given 
to  that  effect. 

The  appohitment  of  Rev.  Th.  Maguire 
as  chaplain,  won  for  the  Convent  the  ser- 
vices of  that  eminent  friend  of  education, 
for  the  consolidation  of  the  new  plan  of 
studies,  and  the  spiritual  direction  of  the 
Community,  A  voyage  to  Europe  (1834- 
S6)  afforded  an  opportunity  to  visit  va- 
rious educational  Institutions,  and  to 
purchase  instruments,  with  stores  of  curi- 
osities, books,  &c.,  for  the  Ursulines,  to 
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whose  interests  he  was  devoting'  himself 
during  the  ninuteeh  remaining  years  of 
his  life. 

Uetiirning  to  Canada  by  the  way  of 
New- York,  in  1835,  our  Rev.  Father  was 
requested  hy  the  Bishop  of  Boston  to  be 
the  conductor  of  the  remaining*  members 
of  the  Convent  of  Chavlestown  (Mass.),  a 
part  of  whom  had  already  sought  pro- 
tection in  the  Old  Monastery  of  Quebec.  ^ 
Driven  from  their  peaceful  asylum  at 
midnight,  August  18th  1884,  ])y  a  heart- 
less, deluded  mob,  they  had  failed  in 
obtaining  redress  at  the  hands  ol' Justice, 
seated  in  the  tribunals  ot*  Massachusetts, 
and  they  were  now,  though  with  leluc- 
t;nice,  abandoning  the  work  of  benevo- 
lence to  which  they  had  desired  to  con- 
st^crate  their  lives. 

When  the  linal  arrangements  Lad  been 
madt^  permittuuv  the  Ursuline  Convents 
of  Three  Rivers  and  New  Orleaas,  to 
sh:u'e  the  services  of  these  worthy  Reli- 
gious,  two  of  them  gratefully  acce[)ted 
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^  Appendix  11. 
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the  dis])ositions  of  Divine  Providence 
v^hich  assi<^ned  to  them,  as  their  future 
home,  the  House  founded  by  Yen.  Mother 
Mary  of  the  Incarnation. 

Thus  were  acquired  the  services  ot 
Mother  Elizabeth  Harrison  of  St.  Joseph, 
an  excellent  Religious,  and  a  musician  ni 
the  style  of  Saint  Cecilia,  under  whose 
thrilling  touch, 

.-  -  Tli(}  iiealiiig  orgnii  SAvelled, 

Filling  tlie  soulwitli  thoughts  divine. 

Mother  Mary  Barber  of  St.  Benedict 
personilied  as  well  the  Three  Graces,  who 
in  her  were  not  only  Christian,  but  eiui- 
nently  religious.  By  Mother  St.  Benedict, 
the  teaching  of  the  English  languaq-e, 
already  thoroughly  domiciliated  within 
the  Monastery,  was  placed  on  the  same 
basis  as  the  Fiench— a  standard  which  it 
has  never  since  ceased  to  maintain.  Thus 
admirably  has  it  pleased  Divine  Provi- 
dence to  dispose  of  all  events,  and  crown 
with  blessin2:s  a  House  dedicated  to  the 
greater  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of 
Kouls. 
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Among  the  motives  of  eiicouragomoiit, 
and  the  stimuhmts  to  exertion  in  the 
cause  ofEducatioii,  during  the  years  under 
our  consideration,  justice,  as  well  as  gra- 
titude woukl  lead  us  to  mention  the  hii»h 
patronage,  the  friendliness  and  good  will 
of  the  Grovernors  of  Canada  and  their 
noble  families.  At  all  times,  a  visit  of 
a  new  Grovernor  to  the  Ursuline  Convent, 
has  seemed  to  follow  as  naturally  his 
arrival,  as  any  another  ceremony  of  his 
installation.  The  New-Year's-visit  to  the 
Ursuline  Convent,  was  as  much  a  rule  of 
etiquette  at  the  Castle,  as  the  New^- Year's 
ball,  offered  to  the  citizens. 

More  frequent  and  more  intimate  w^ere 
the  visits  of  Her  Ladyship  and  the  chil- 
dren. Lady  Provost  and  her  daughter, 
the  Countess  Dalhousie,  Lady  Aylmer, 
were  personal  friends  of  the  Nuns, —  seek- 
ing-occasions  to  enjoy  their  society,  taking 
interest  in  the  amusements  of  the  pupils? 
or  their  success  in  their  studies.  M  ore  th:\n 
once,  some  present  of  value  in  teaching, 
—a  chart,  a  rare  print  or  drawing,  &c.' 
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would  follow  the  examination  of  a  class, 
where  one  of  these  kind  Ladies  presided. 
Lady  Aylmer's  friendly  visits  (18o0-.']4) 
in  the  class-rooms,  and  the  emulation  they 
excited  will  never  be  forgotten.  ^ 

In  our  own  days,  what  delig'htful  affa- 
bility on  the  part  of  a  Lady  lillgin,  a  Lady 
Head,  in  thtMr  intercourse  with  the  Ursu- 
lines  !  How  charming,  how  gracious  tho 
visits  of  a  Lady  Monck,  a  Countess  Dul- 
ferin  !  what  cordiality  on  the  part  ofaa 
ancient  pupil,  a  L:\dy  BelKniu,  a  Lady 
Caroii !  how  precious  the  prizes  awai\U»d 
at  their  hands,  or  the  wreath  they  have 
placed  upon  the   brow  of  a  happy  gra- 

1  *'  In  April  1831,  Milady  J 7//?7ifc!r— writes  tlie 
Amuilist — accompanied  by  several  ladies  of  the  City, 
honored  our  boarders  so  tar  as  to  assist  at  the  exa- 
mination of  the  h'.ii'her  classes,  and  expressed  herself 
as  extremely  iSati^fi"d  with  their  answers.  The  exa- 
mination  lasted  three  lionrs.  H-r  Ladyship  had  the 
goodness  to  present  crowns  of  roses  to  the  two  that 
lia(i  most  distinguished  tliemselves,  and  to  bestow 
the  Cross  of  St.  Louis  upon  two  others  for  their  appli- 
cation:— the  cross  was  worn  several  days,  according 
to  our  custom  at  these  examinations." 
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■  a  class, 
)resi(UHl. 

Lion  they 


duate,  at  the  public  Session  that  clos«»s  the 
sch()U\stic  year.    But  we  are  anticipating. 

In  turn  with  the  presence  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, or  the  Lady  of  ♦^^he  Castle,  it  was 
the  annual,  or  the  occasional  visit  of  the 
chief  Pastor  of  the  diocese  that  awakened 
new  zeal,  and  encouraged  to  new  efforts 
for  the  good  cause. 

Let  our  readers  judge  of  this  by  an 
extract  from  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  Com- 
munity by  liev.  P.-F.  Turgeon,  ^  charged 
by  Bishop  Signay  Avith  the  direction  of 
the  Monastery.  "  Since  several  years  — 
writes  the  new  Superior  in  1838— your 
Educational  department  has  acquired  an 
imi)ortance,  highly  gratifying  to  all  the 
friends  of  Religion.  The  efforts  vou  have 
made  to  place  your  boarding  school  on  the 
respectable  footing  it  now  occupies,  are 
viewed  with  admiration.  All  classes  of 
society  rejoice  to  see,  that  in  addition  to 
the  good  education  you  gave  heretofore, 
you  have  introduced  several  branches, 
which,  although  they  may  not  be  of  great 


fj 


^  Later,  Bii^hop  of  Quebec, 
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practical  ulilily, have  one  n^reat  advantai^-e, 
that  of  enabling'  young  girls  to  coinph^te 
their  education  in  a  pious  asylum  wJkmg 
thi'ir  religious  instruction  will  ever  he 
ke])l  in  view.  Pious  niothiM's  esteem  thorn- 
selves  happy  to  be  exempted  iVom  the 
necessity  of  placing  in  profane  hands  the 
tr<'asures  they  conlide  to  yours  without 
anxiety. 

"  I  feei  a  lively  satisfaction  in  perceiv- 
ing that  pi<-'ty  and  virtin.'  dislinguish  tho 
pupils  of  your  Institution  etc." 

Another  appreciation  of  the  education 
giveri  forty  years  ago  in  the  Convent, 
may  not  be  uninteresting.  We  shall  take 
it  from  the  Newspaper  account  of  a  visit 
to  the  Ursulines,  altogether  unprece- 
dented. '  The  great  Hall,,  St.  Ursula,  had 
been  prepared  for  the  occasion,  as  well  as 
the  pupils;  for  a  little  dramatic  entertain- 
ment was  to  constitute  the  reception  given 
to  the  most  august  assembly  that  Quebec 
could  afford.     The  Rt.  Rev.   J.  Sigiiay, 


'   See  Appendix  I. 
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vantao'o, 
:oinplote 

ever  he 
em  thom- 
iVorii  the 
laiuls  the 
;  without 


Bishop  of  Quebec,  alreiided  by  several 
members  of  the  Clergy,  and  a  hirge  iium- 
berof  hiy  geutleineii,  some  of  whom  were 
hoary  with  age,  while  all  were  most  res- 
pectable by  their  character  and  position, 
had  been  introduced  within  the  cloister, 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1830.  On  the 
Ibllowing  day  appeared  on  the  Canadian'^ 
the  subjoined  account : — 

"  Yesterday  afternoon,  the  Hon.  Speak- 
er and  members  of  the  Legislature,  were 
admitted  to  visit  the  Ursuline  Convent 
of  this  City.  The  pupils  of  the  Institu- 
tion represented,  in  presence  of  this  hono- 
rable company,  a  Sacred  Dramsj,  which 
alone  would  suffice  to  give  the  hight^st 
idea  of  the  classical  education  young 
ladies  receive  in  this  pious  Institution. 
Specimens  of  painting',  drawing,  and 
needlework,  in  all  their  varieties,  which 
ihese  gentlemen  had  an  opportunity  to 
examine,  raised  their  admiration  to  the 
highest  degree  :  and  all  were  encnanted 
with  the  grace  of  the  pupils,  as  well  as 


1  Editor,  Et.  Parent,  Esq^, 
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the  afikhility  of  the  ladies  to  whoso  zeal- 
ous and  enlightened  care  they  are  cou- 
iided." 

The  culminating-  point,  as  regards  the 
ell'orts  made  in  C^anada  to  encourage  edu- 
cation and  render  it  popular,  was  the  in- 
troduction of  public  Jilxaminations.  The 
experiment  had  been  tried  at  the  Seminary- 
college  of  Qiu^bec  in  1830,  and  the  follow- 
ing y^'cirs,  with  full  success.  In  1837,  the 
pu[)ils  of  the  Ursulines,  for  the  iirst  time, 
presented  th(»m,s(^lves  before  an  audience 
assembled  at  the  invitation  of  their  Con- 
vent Mothers,  to  be  examined  on  ihe 
ditferent  branches  they  had  studied. 

It  was  on  the  31st  of  January.  Tt(^v. 
Father  Th.  Maguire  had  offered  "the 
chaplain's  room"  —  not  more  spacious  nt 
that  time  than  at  the  present  day— for  the 
occasion.  At  one  side  was  the  Bi.sho[>'s 
faideuil,  with  ch;iirs  for  some  twenty 
priests  who  had  been  invited.  The  othor 
extremity  of  the  apartment  was  arranged 
for  a  ch\ss  of  young  ladies  :  Maps  and  the 
Globes ;  the  black-board  for  the  Grammar- 
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class,  for  Arithm«'tic  and  tmcin^i^  mnps; 
Coin  position  books,  written  by  the  pupils; 
si)ociinonsorth(4r  Pnintinir,  Drawing-  and 
Embroidery,  suspondod  along  th(3  walls. 
Thore  was  also  a  piano  for  musical  lingers; 
the  harp  displayed  its  line  proportions  ; 
and  guitars,  their  graceful  forms.  About 
one  hundred  pupils  were  in  readiness  in 
the  adjoining  apartments,  to  enter,  one 
class  at  a  time,  to  bi^  examined.  The  Pro- 
grammes and  Question-listson  the  various 
branches,  were  in  the  hai^ds  of  Kev.  Father 
Maguire,  who  invited,  now,  the  Pastor  of 
Quebec,  Rev.  C.  F.  Baillargeon  ;  now,  Rev. 
P.  McMahon  of  St.  Patrick's  church  ;  now 
the  Pastor  of  St.  Roch's,  or  some  other 
Kev.  gentleman,  to  test  the  proliciency  of 
the  young  students.  The  morning  session 
was  from  nine  o'clock  to  eleven ;  the  after- 
noon, from  two  to  four  o'clock,  during 
three  suc(!essive  days ;  the  more  serious 
labor  of  the  examination  being  diversified 
by  the  occasional  recitation  of  a  fable,  a 
poem  or  a  dialogue  ;  by  music  and  sing- 
ing ;  or  by  the  reading  of  an  original  com- 
position. 


uLiMi'sivs  ov  rm.;  .m»)nami:k\. 


Al  the  ojxMiinjr  ol' llh>  \i\si  Mission,  iho 
:ip|>;n;\tus  of  n,  scliool  room  h:hl  (lis:ij>. 
]>«\n'inl.  A  kiuii's  IhroiH^  and  lm>(»s- 
irii^l  wmUs,  h'Miisporfod  llio  spocliilors  to 
i\  palacu*  :  it  was  Ihat  of  Assuorus,  i\\^^ 
Assyrian  monarch,  as  (l(M>i(H(Ml  hy  l\a<MM»» 
in  his  Traii'tsly  of  Ivsihor.  Tho  Dnniiafis 
prrso/hr  siuhmm^KmI  in  I'nliy  inliMostni'v 
Www  andilory  ;  hul  iht^y  wim'i^  in  Inrn  oytMi 
inoro  intorostiul,  il  may  ))(\  Unnnsi^Iyos  — 
iintl  \yo  \yrito  luM'i^  IVom  piMsonal  sonyt*- 
nirs  — \y]\(Mi  ilio  nannvs  of  iho  snocM^sslul 
compi^titors  in  (ho  ariMia  ofsoii^noo  h(MnL»' 
proclainiiHl,  Hn^y  oamo  forward  lortHMMvt^ 
at  i\w  hand  ol'tln^  li'i^od  Hishop,  I  ho  mnch- 
priziHl  tosimonial, — a  wroath  of  lloxyors, 
or  :i  hook  insorihod  with  ihoir  namo.  A 
vaK^Iiclory  addross,  a  fow  words  com- 
l>limontary  and  onconraging*  IVom  tho 
vonoratod  Prohdo  wholiad  prosidod— aiul 
the  Exorcisos  of  tho  Exaniimvtion  wimo 
ovor.  Thoy  had  passed  oil'  to  the  entire 
satislaetion  of  all  parties  concerned. 

The  followinir  yoar,  the  hirge  Hall  in 
the  new  wing  S/(\  ANge/e  was  opened  to 
a  simik\r  audience  :  but  a  other  conces- 
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sion  WHS  now  clMniorously  (loninndod. 
I'iiriMils  w<»r«»  only  Imlf  siilisliiMl,  lo  l<now 
lh:\l  llioir  (l;niLihl(»rs  Iiiul  dont*  llhMnsrI  V(»8 


('r(»(lil  l>y  pMssnii^-  i\  i»-()()(l  (»x;uninalion  ; 
lh(»V  niusi  witness  it  llionisclvivs  : — noono 
h;i«l  a  1)«'11(M'  riii'lit.  'I'luMjucshon  liMvini;- 
l)(M»n  (MrriiMl  Ixd'ori*  ('omp(»l(»nl  aulliorily, 
inul  (l(M'i(l(ul  in  favor  of  llic  puhlic,  in 
\^n\\  lln»  cxiM'iMstvs  look  j>la(!«»  in  pi'i'srnco 
of  llio  paviMils,  i>uar(lians,  and  sislcrs  of 
llu^  pnpils.  Tin*  IWshop  with  llio  ('l(Mi«y 
ofllu*  ^'i^y^  <li^*  .Iudi;(\s  and  olhor  IVionds 
r  r^duoation,  con  1  in  nod  lo  loiin  (lie 
J]oavd  orr]xaniimM's"  at  tin*  thrtH>  sessions 


C) 


0 


['  WiHliuvsday  and  Thnrsday  (.laiinary 
oDlh  and  f'Ust),  which  w^mo  held  in  lln^ 
same  lari>'(*  Hall  thai  had  heiMi  occupiiul 
the  pvecedini»*  y^'av.  I'ln^  Molher  Snpo- 
vior,  and  a  certain  number  ol' the  Nuns, 
from  an  adjoining  apart uhmiI,  could  over- 
see the  pupils  as  they  presented  them- 
selves belorc  the  audience,  and  super- 
intend the  proceedings. 

The  programme  ol'  the  Examination,  of 
which  we  here  subjoin  a  summary,  shows 
the  extent  ol'the  courseof  Studies  in  1831). 


1 
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PupilH,  one  liundred  and  six — tlie  little  juniors 
not  included.     Cla.^pes  'examined — four. 

Studies — French  Graniiuar,  English  do.  ;  Arith- 
nieticf  Geography;  History  of  England;  Roman  His- 
tory  ;  Translation;  Rhetoric,  French  and  English; 
Compositions,  prose  and  verse  ;  Elements  of  Astr(>. 
nomy  •  Botany  and  Mineralogy  ;  Pli}'sics  and  Che. 
mistry,  with  experiments. 

The  programme  was  varied  with  Vocal  and  In- 
strumental Musi.; — the  piano,  harp  and  guitar. 

On  the  tables  were  displayed  specimens  of  writing, 
drawing  and  painting  ;    needlework  and  embroidery. 

The  third  session  closed  with  the  Drama,  Coiuo 
TANi'i^'-and  the  Distkibition  of  Pjiizes. 

Some  changes  and  improvements  have 
naturally  been  called  for,  in  the  course  of 
the  past  thirty-live  years  ;  the  most  strik- 
ing are  those  which  regard  the  Exami- 
nation of  the  pupils.  These  exercises,  as 
far  as  regards  the  solid  branches  of  edu- 
cation, being  no  longer  performed  in  pre- 
sence of  a  public  audience,  are  only  the 
more  serious  and  salutary,  as  well  as  more 
congenial  to  the  taste  and  feelings  both  of 
teachers  and  pupils.^ 

^  For  Examinations  at  a  recent  date  see  Appen- 
dix J, 
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In  closing"  these  rather  desultory  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  lilducation  in  the  Con- 
vent, we  cannot  retrain  from  mentioning 
aii'ain  the  immense  obliirations  of  the  Com- 
munity  towards  the  Bishops  of  Quebec. 

If,  in  the  course  of  the  precedini^  P^^g^s, 
the  paternal  solicitude  of  the  chief  Pastor 
of  the  diocese  for  all  the  inmates  of  the 
Monastery,  has  appeared,  on  every  occa- 
sion that  rc^garded  their  welfare,  tfrnporal 
or  spiritual  ;  what  shall  we  say  of  their 
judicious  and  enlightened  zeal  as  exin'ted 
to  promote  the  principal  object  of  the 
Institution,  the  education  of  young  girls  ? 
that  education  which  is  ncA'er  to  lose  sight 
of  a  double  object, — preparing  at  once, 
Uiseful  members  of  society,  and  heirs  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Althous^h  the  few  extracts  we  have 
given  from  the  pastoral  exhortations  ad- 
dressed to  the  Community  by  our  worthy 
Prelates  and  Ecclesiastical  Superiors,  are 
snllicient  to  show  how  much  the  true  in- 
terests of  the  Institntioii  have  been  for- 
warded by  the  Episcopal  jurisdiction,  yet 
we  would  fain  enter  upon  further  details. 
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To  ilio  Jalo  regretted  AKCiiBisiiop 
Baillaikokon  (1853--1870)  the  Comum- 
iiity,  individually  and  collectively,  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude,  as  intimately  ielt,  as 
the  interest  he  maniiested  in  their  liaj^pi- 
ness  was  cordial  and  etfectire.  With  what 
evident  pleasure  he  gave  his  approbation 
to  tiie  plans  for  vnrious  improvements, 
whether  ns  regarded  the  course  of  studios, 
or  the  buildings,  which  the  iiicreasing 
number  of  pupils  rendered  desirable  ! 
l)urin<Tr  his  administration,  the  diuKMi- 
sions  of  the  Monastery  continued  to  ex- 
teiul.  Some  of  these  structures  were 
a  Improved  of  the  more  readily,  from 
the  i>'reater  faeiliiy  tht^y  atrordtnl  for 
placing  the  ] Provincial  Normal-School  for 
vounii'  li'irls,  within  the  iirecincts  of  the 
cloister.  This  was  a  pri.ject  the  benevo- 
lent l^relate  had  so  much  at  heart,  that 
over  after  they  Ave  re  admitted  (ISoO) 
his  Lordship  never  ceased  to  testify  the 
liveliest  gratitude  towards  the  Commu- 
nity, as  if  indebted  for  a  personal  favor. ^ 


^   See  Appendix  K. 
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At  a  nioro  rocont  date,  tho  oiiiiiioiit 
Prelate  who  governs  the  Arch  Diocivse  of 
Quel)oc  since  1871,  Ills  Guace,  the  ItT.- 
Ivi:v.  E.-A.  Taschereait,  continuing-  the 
traditions  of  his  })redecessors,  has  not 
cims(hI  to  honor  the  Ilrsulines  with  his 
special  jiiotection.  The  vast  proportions 
which,  under  his  direction,  the  Monns- 
tery  has  hitely  assumed,  and  which  will, 
apparently  preclude  for  long  years  to  come 
the  necessity— wa^  had  almost  said  the 
possibility — of  any  farther  additions  to 
the  Momuferi/  of  St.  Ursula,  proclaim  suffi- 
ciently what  has  been  the  zeal  of  our 
illustrious  Prelate  for  the  consolidation 
of  an  Institution  whose  foundations  were 
laid,  almost  250  years   ago,  by  our  Vkn. 

Mother  Marie  de  L'Incarnation. 


i 


1 

i 

■ 

I 
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CHAPTER  XXIir. 

REMINISCENCES,  DUE  TO  AN  INCIDENT  OF  TlIK 

12T1I  JULY. 


An  animated  and  novol  scene  divorsi- 
lied  the  environs  of  the  Monastery  on  the 
12th  of  July  1831.  The  Convent-grounds 
had  been  invaded  by  a  comi)any  of  day- 
laborers  and  carpenters,  in  the  midst  of 
whom  appeared  the  architect,  with  liev. 
J.  Demers  (Sem.  of  Quebec),  and  the 
aged  Pere  Daule,  Chaplain  of  the  Ursu- 
lines. 

Already  the  roof  of  the  main-building 
has  been  scaled  ;  heavy  blows  make  the 
shingles  fly,  the  boards  and  rafters  shi- 
ver ;  —but  the  centre  of  interest  for  all, 
just  now,  is  the  belfry  and  its  cross-sur- 
mounded  spire.  That  Cross  with  its  arms 
pointed  by  the  Fleur-de-lis,  remounts  to 
ancient  times  ;  and  when,  tottering  on 
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its  baso,  it  is  setMi  doscotidini]^,  many  eyes 
are  lixed  uj^ou  it  with  all't'ction,  as  upon  a 
relic  of  the  past.  At  hnigth,  it  lies  [)ros- 
trate  on  the  ground;  and  bt^side  it,  the 
bell  that  had  swung  Ixneath,  lor  the  space 
of  one  hundred  and  ibrty  yeais. 

But   is    not    this   sheer    Vandalism  ?  a 
wanton  niake-awav-with  old-thinii:s,  as  uii- 


ternig  on 


called  for  as  it  is  uiiprecedi'ntcd  ?  Gentle 
I\t^id(»r,  do  not  think  we  shall  r<ni(li!y  ad- 
mit such  a  su[)position.  ViMieration  f>rall 
that  comes  down  to  us  from  our  ''  ancient 
]\lothtu-s, "  would  willingly  have  preserv- 
ed that  antique  bidl'ry,  which  gave  so 
monastic  a  look  to  the  Ursuline  Convent. 
But  the  imperious  demand  for  more 
room,  on  account  of  that  interesting  popu- 
lation, ever  in  o'reater  numbers  ilockins: 
in,  had  been  taken  into  consideration.  A 
third-story,  to  be  rais^nl  upon  the  fouiula- 
tion-walls  built  by  Ven.  Mother  Marie 
de  rincarjKition,  w.s  resolvt^d  U]>on  ; — 
in  fact,  it  l)ecame  a  lilting  emblem  of  all 
the  succeeding  im[)rovements,  which  in 
the  space  of  another  half-centuiy  would 
be  called  for. 


'Mr 

1 

■i 
I 
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Loavin^  tho  workmon  tocontiuno  llii'ir 
la])ors,  lot  us  join  tho  group  of  N^uns  aiul 
pujnls,  who,  ou  that  suuimor  evouini>", 
wh(Mi  tlii^  grounds  are  ng;d:i  clear  of  men, 
surround  the  piles  of  fragments,  and, 
testing  in  playful  mood  the  nearer  sound 
of  tJie  bidl,  question  of  its  i)ast  hislory. 
Is  this  the  lirst  bell  that  our  Mothers  ever 
had  ?  Is  it  the  same  that  used  to  rinn'  so 
musicidly,  cidling  the  neo])hytes  to  the 
waters  of  baptism,  or  the  newly-made 
Christians  to  Holy  Mass  ?  Is  it  that  bell 
which  Madame  de  la  Pidtrie  rano-  so 
often,  as  well  as  Mother  St.  Joseph  and 
Sr.  St.  Laurent  ?  But,  no  ; — that  favored 
bell  \Yas  not  longdived.  It  melted  in 
that  memorable  fire  of  the  31st  December, 
1G50;  and,  according  to  old  records,  un- 
gratefully threatened  the  life  of  the  Ven. 
Mother  Mary  of  the  Incarnation,  as  she 
passed,  with  intrepid  step,  through  the 
lon^  corridor. 

Is  it  then  that  other  bell  which,  some 
years  later,  swung  in  the  belfry  of  Ma- 
dame de  la  Peltrie's  Church,  and  wdiich 
tolled  so  sadly  at  the  two  successive  fa- 
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nerals  ol'  1672  ?— funerals  that  made  the 
Nuns  feel  like  orphans,  bereaved  of  a 
tender  mother. 

JNo  ;— once  more,  no  I  A  second  con- 
flagration put  an  end 

'*  To  the  svviiitrincr  and  tlie  rino-injr  " 

of  that  bell  also  :  but  the  Convent  rises 
again  from  its  ruins,  and  this  time,  the 
kind  hand  of  charity  furnishes  a  bell 
which  is  destined  to  out  live  its  belfrv. 
It  was  the  gift  of  Madame  du  Tronchet, 
a  French  lady  w^ho  was  ever  on  the 
watch  to  oblige  the  Ursulines  of  Quebec. 
Blessed  in  grand  style  some  years  after 
its  reception,  w^ith  the  Marquis  de  Beau- 
harnais  and  thti  Marchioness  de  Vau- 
dreuil  for  its  sponsors,  the  fortuiuite  Ma- 
rie'Joseph-lA)Nise'JIarg'ucrtie  was  not  de- 
molished w^heii  dethroned,  in  1830,  but 
placed  in  due  time  in  the  Church-steeple 
beside  another  of  louder  tone.  Its  clear, 
yet  rather  sharp  and  imperious  voice  is 
still  heard,  alternately  with  its  neigh- 
bor's, announcing'  various  hours  of  the 
day,  from  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
to  half  past  eight  at  night. 


•  ><  :>  > 


XT. 
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N(>\\',  ol'sliM'pItvs  nlso  IIkm'cms  w  sloi-y  |( 
l>«'   lold  :   ji  s(»mi-lrjiii'i(*:il  incidcni  wliicl 


I 


occurred  in  I7.VI,  riiniislips  Iho  oc 


casion. 


It 


W:is  :i  (('rril)h'  iliundtM-siorni  oflhat 


dark    D^HMMiihiT-niulil.     'Hie   wiiid-Mow- 
ini;"  'I    |>»'rrt»cl     liiiri  cano.   t  wepl    pililrss 


ovor  ili(»  \\ 


hoi. 


U)Ull 


mri>(>riii!>  lioii; 


U'S. 


(>\  (M  luniin^'  barns,  a;,  (h  rrornnni^"  oilier 
LmIs,  worfliy  ol"  old  Uokms  ni  liis  woisi 
limnor.  li  sliook  ihe  Convi'iil  IriMiira- 
doiislv,  llirt^iiiMiin^'  (h^slniclion  1 


()    ('Vt'lV 


11: 


i!ni»'  li\"<s  so 


lid  tl 


lan  slono  walls. 


(>n  lilt*  H>llo\\ino-  luornini;-,  llu^  liist 
siiv'd  Ihat  ^TtH^liul  ( 111'  iiiniati\s  of  llu»  olois- 
io\\  \\:'<  a  cliairh  withoul  a  sh\»pU»  !  The 
wind  had  homo  il  oil,  hidl  and  ail,  and 
hH't  il  ill  ruins  on  Iho  n-rcMiiul.  llow  il 
Cioai-nl  th(^  r<>(>r  wilhoiil  hrtwkiiiLi"  \i  in, 
was  a  (pi«»slion:  bul  llu*  I'acM  was  i^vidtMil. 
Tho  cross  was  a  lillhMhnnii^'tHl  ;  iht*  hell 
not  at  all  riiosaiuo  liurrioano,  which  ha  I 
hish'd  tW(^  hours  or  nioro,  "had  unrool\nl 
th(^  ham,  and  torn  the  cUustor  uah^  IVom 
its  hiuui^s,'  causinoa  devastation  wliioh,in 
all.  our  Mothers  csiiuiated  at  '2M0  livros, 
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M'nsiou. 


()l'conr.s<%  niiolhor  .st(*opl(»  n,r()S(»  in  duo. 
tinn';5in(1  Mu;;«iii  lli<'  bell  wus  hciud  ciillint^ 
loprayiM':  c-Mi'iiiu' at  early  ho'irs,  touwakoii 
Ww  It«'liici(>'*s  ;  wlu'ilu  r  in  llio  o'oldfu 
(lays  oi'isiui).  jor,  wlu'U,  at  lour  o'clv)ck,  Ihci 
sky  l-i  so  i;-!orious  thai  its  sii;til  pays  iho 
rarly   risrr    lor   coining*    torlh    tVo/ti  Iho 


ni 


ost  rorrc'shin!*'    shnul>('rs  :  whether   i 


II 


winter 


''  In   (1m'  'wy  air  of  iii^Iil, 
\Vlii1(»  (h(^  stars  (hat  oviM'sjuinklc^ 
All  t ho  licavcns,  sccmu  Io  twinklo 
Willi  a  cryslMlliiK^  «l('lii>l»t: — " 

l^]ver  With  undeviatino'  punctuality  the 
1)1'!!  rin<>-s  out  its  solemn  peal,  calling  to 
prayer,  to  labor,  or  to  repose  :  for,  within 
the  Monastery,  that  I>ell  is  the  voice  of 
order  and  authority ; — it  is  the  voice  of 
God  ! 

How  joyously  it  rings  to  usher  in  the 
great  festivals,  as  the  year  goes  round  ! 
How  cheer I'ul  is  its  tone  on  that  morning, 
when  the  little  band  of  white-robed  com- 
municants, after  long  preparations  for  the 
Crreat  Day,  are  admitted  for  the  first  time 
to  be  Table  of  the  Lord  ! 


n  '- 


.  >k'^ 


V 
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]low  glad,  ji^'i  soloinu  is  the  \M\  thut 
announces  to  the  happy  novic(%  that  tlio 
hour  has  come  for  her  to  pronounce  the 
"  jTood  word,"  her  linal  divorce  Irom  thi' 
world. 

More  solemn,  yet  not  of  utter  sadness, 
is  that  other  voice  of  the  Convent-Bell, 
telling  that  a  soul  has  gone  forth  from 
her  earthly  tenement  to  meet  her  Creator, 

ml 

^'  Yet  'tis  not  weariness  of  life 
Tliat  makes  us  wiwli  to  die  j 

But  we  are  drawn  by  cords  of  love, 
From  out  eternity." 

Sometimes  we  hear  it  ringing  a 
loud,  long  and  earnest  peal,  when  the 
cloistered  family  need  Vxoi  its  warning, 
being  already  assembled  in  the  choir. 
Throuij^h  the  air  the  chime  is  borne  to 
the  whole  neighborhood,  inviting  wor- 
shippers to  join  in  spirit,  or  by  the^r  pre- 
sence, at  the  sacred  function,— the  after- 
noon Benediction  Service.  "  Hasten,  it 
seems  to  say,  hasten  ye  that  are  weary 
and  worn  with  the  ungrateful  toil  of  the 
week.     This  is  the  moment  when  Jesus 
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Wtiits  to  bless  nnd  strengthen  you.  Come, 
hasten  to  adore  Him  !" 

But  let  us  brieflly  recount  the  honors, 
and  vhe  end,  of  that  storm-vexed  bell, 
which  was  precipitated  to  the  ground  of 
a  December  night,  as  we  have  said. 

Purchased  for  our  church,— just  finished 
in  1824,  —it  was  in  the  presence  of  n  goodly 
company  that  its  bl tossing  or  baptism  took 
place,  the  sponsors  being  the  Intendant's 
son,  Mr.  Bi^gon,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  de 
Vaudreuil  ;  the  officiating  clergymen  was 
Rev.  M.  de  Varennes,  V.  G..  Twenty 
years  after  the  accident  of  the  storm,  from 
some  unknown  cause,  the  mellow  tones 
of  the  said  bell,  suddenly  changed  to  a 
tinkling  and  discordant  sound,  "  as  un- 
musical says  the  Annalist,  as  an  old  brass 
kettle." 

It  was  necessary  to  provide  another  ; 
and  our  Mothers  were  willing  to  have 
one  of  larger  dimensions.  Through  some 
mistake  in  the  order,  a  bell  weighing 
350  pounds  was  sent:— it  was  heavier 
than  would  have  been  desirable.  Blessed 

12 
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with  loss  ceremony  than  the  ibrmor,  and 
named  ^lean-Olivier^  its  reign  was  inau- 
gurated in  1774. 

Having  served  during  a  century  with- 
out any  worse  accident  than  an  occasional 
false  turn,  or  a  broken  bell-rope,  let  us 
wish  it  a  continuation  of  "  its  clear  and 
musical  voice ;"  although  it  may  still  merit 
the  reproach  bestowed  upon  it  in  its 
youth,  namely,  that"  it  is  rather  hard  to 


ring. 


?> 


Uut  another  relic  of  the  past  has  here 
to  be  accounted  for, — the  CROSS,  which 
had  towered  aloft  over  the  Monastery  of 
St.  Ursula  for  such  a  lengthof  years  that 
its  origin  is  lost  in  obscurity.  Would  our 
Readers  behold  it  again  ?  Let  them  follow 
— if  they  may — the  long  winding  alleys 
of  the  Nuns'  garden,  till  they  reach  the 
highest  part  of  the  gradually  rising 
ground.  Here,  a  rocky  ledge,  grass-grown 
along  its  verge,  makes  a  pleasant  path- 
way ;  while  the  fractures  and  angles  of 
the  rugged  limestone,  relieved  by  mosses 
and  lichens,  are  enlivened  by  wild  flow- 
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crs  thiit  have  outlived  tho  j\nciont  forost. 
Amid  th(Mr  bloom,  stjinds  the  old  FuKNClI 
Cross,  on  a  pedes! jd  which  is  itself  a 
rehc,  being  cut  irom  tho  trunk  of  the 
Old-Asii-Thke,  oi*  historic  memory.  A 
rustic  arbor,  n<'ar,  would  be  at  home  in 
the  midst  of  this  ^hrubl)ery, — the  elder 
with  its  llat  corymbs  of  sweet-scentt»d 
white  ilowers  ;  the  cranberry  and  red- 
raspberry  bushes,  mingling  with  clusters 
of  g'ol(UMi-rod,  buttercups,  the  star-like 
white  daisy,  and  fairy-looking  campion. 
The  jointed  clover  and  arrow  leaved 
buckwheat,  seem  to  have  a  mission  here, 
in  trailing  over  the  dark-color(Hl  rock. 
The  delicate  corydalis  and  wood-sorrel, 
the  dwarf  speedwa>ll,  with  its  pretty  blue 
flowers  —  miniature  forget-me  nots  —  re- 
mind us  of  solitary  glades  and  untrodden 
dells  amid  the  hills,  far  away  from  city- 
life. 

Oh  !  this  is  the  spot  to  dream  of  the 
olden  times  !  This  heignt,  which  has  pre- 
served through  centuries  its  primitive 
vegetation,  shoidd  bear  the  foot-prints  of 
the    little   Indian   girls^  that   wandered 


.'• 
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here,  full  oi*  strange,  new  thoughts  of  the 
Great  Spirit,  and  all  his  love  for  them, 
after  they  had  listened  to  the  glowing 
words  of  Mother  Mary  of  the  Incarna- 
tion or  Madame  de  la  Peltrie.  Here, 
perlia])s,  sat  dear  Mother  St.. losei>h,  with 
a  group  of  little  Huron  girls,  to  whom 
she  was  explaining  the  words  of  eternal 
life  ;  and  here  have  strayed,  at  different 
hours,  all  those  holy  Nuns  whose  lives 
and  examples  are  our  greatest  encourtige. 
ment  in  the  pursuit  of  virtue. 

This  height,  at  the  present  da}^,  is  a 
favorite  haunt,  especially  in  the  late  after- 
noon of  a  summer's  Sunday;  when  the 
rays  of  the  declining  sun  are  screened  off 
by  that  protecting  line  of  houses  alor.g  the 
street,  beyond  the  cloister-wall.  On  that 
day  of  rest,  the  evening  recreation  brings 
out  to  enjoy  the  cooling  shade,  the  whole 
population  of  the  Monastery.  The  pupils 
have  their  spacious  grounds,  bordered 
and  set  out  with  trees  ;  their  Arcade 
built  on  the  plan  of  the  ancient  cloisters, 
only  of  lighter  materials  ; — their  croqiK  • 
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grounds  ;  their  summer-houses,  &c.  AYe, 
from  our  station  near  the  old  Cross,  may 
hear  their  merry  shouts  and  calls:  — they 
are  to  our  rii^ht,  in  the  environs  of  Noire- 
D(U)ie  de-Grace  and  St.  Joseph's,  the  two 
modern  ediiices  connected  with  >S7.  A?/- 
Justin  s  that  constitute  the  department  of 
the  Jjoardiniv'-school. 

Before  us,  at  the  distance  of  some  twenty 
rods,  is  the  building  occupi^'d  by  the  Com- 
munity, the  Ho'jj'Faynil/j,  built  in  1686; 
its  two  modern  wings,  St.  Thorn  is  and 
Marie'det' Incarnation,  giving  it  an  aspect, 
massive,  and  ahnost  severe.  B(»yond,  at 
the  distance  of  twenty  rods  more,  is  a  mod- 
ern structure  —  the  Externs — replacing 
Madame  de  ta  Peltrie's  house  ;  while,  ad- 
joining the  Church,  St.  Ursuta  and  St.  An- 
^eta,  along  the  street,  connect  the  cloister, 
on  that  side,  with  the  outer- world.  ^ 

This  garden-field,  set  with  fruit-trees 
and  llowering   shrubs,  the  plum,  cherry 


^  See   Appendix,    L.  for   the  diniensi*»ns  of  these 
various  buildings,  indicated  by  Italics. 
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and  applt%  the  lilac,  the  mock-orann^e, 
&c.,  stretches  away  to  the  north  and  the 
west  of  our  rnstic  seat,  in  many  a  shadv 
waJk.  It  is  the  resort  of  more  than 
twenty  species  of  birds  ;  warblers  of  A^a- 
rious  song,  sparrows,  finches,  the  social 
robin,  the  hungry  chatterer,  the  lively 
swallow  ;  and  weary  voyager-birds,  of 
many  a  name,  seek  this  quiet  spot  for  a 
few  days'  rest  and  refreshment.  These 
denizens  of  the  woods  make  melody 
here;  but  the  noise  of  the  Town  reaches 
ns  no  more  than  if  we  were  still  sur- 
rounded by  the  wild  scenery,  that  formed 
the  landscape  two  hundred  and  forty 
years  ago. 

It  is  a  welcome  solitude  in  the  midst  of 
a  City;— a  place  for  study— for  musing,  - 
for  repose;  and  even— when  we  raise  our 
eyes  to  that  Cross— for  prayer :  — 

O   CeUX  AVE,   SPES  UNICA  ! 


,J" 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Till':  MONASTERY  NAREOWLY  ESCAPES  A  TOTAL 

CONFLAGRATION. 


Every  time  the  12th  of  Jaiuiai-y  has 
come  round  since  1834,  the  Nuiis,  after 
Mass,  are  heard  joining  in  the  hymn  of 
thanksgiving  :  "  Praise  ye  the  Lord  all  ye 
nations;  praise  him  all  ye  people  !  Lau DA- 
TE  DOMINUM,  OMNES   GENTES."      In    the 

course  of  the  day,  some  of  the  pupils,  or 
the  younger  members  of  the  Novitiate, 
are  apt  to  inquire  :  Why  was  the  Laudate 
said  this  morning — and  the  story  of  the 
Fire  is  rehearsed. — The  most  minute  de- 
tails never  seem  superliuous;  so  imminent 
was  the  danger,  and  so  providential  the 
escape  from  a  total  conflagration. 

First,  it  is  explained,  that  an  out-house, 
or  shed,  some  tv^^enty  feet  long,  stood  ad- 
jacent to  the  kitchen,  on  the  southwest  of 
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the  main  hnildiiig  Si.  J}figNsUns,  servino- 
as  a  storo-room  for  I'ael,  and  a  cold  paiitiy. 

A  lig'htod  ctuidlo — i'  is  snpposod— hid 
been  unwarily  lel't  there,  Jate  in  the  even- 
ing,  upon  a  shelf;  and  in  burning  down 
to  ihii  socket,  it  set  lire  to  the  comi^ustible 
ma  Iter  near. 

This  hre  had  been  creeping  from  one 
smouklerino-  mass  to  another  for  several 
hours,  when  it  was  discovered,  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morninr;,  l)y  the  crackling 
sound  of  the  earthen-ware  it  had  reached 
in  the  kitchen. 

The  Inhrmarian,  thus  awakened  from 
her  sleep, had  only  to  step  into  the  corridor 
to  behold  the  flames  issuing  from  an  aper- 
ture in  the  door  of  the  apartment  beneath. 
Without  losing  her  presence  of  mind, she 
ran  to  awaken  the  sick  ;  and  then  to  v/arii 
the  Nuns  in  thc^r  dormitory,  and  the 
boarders  Vv  ho  were  sh'cpingin  the  adjacent 
building". 

While  Ihis  was  being  done,  and  all  were 
dressing  iri  h  \ste,  the  Convent  bell  had 
sou)Adod  the  9li;rm;and;he  lire,  seizing  the 
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roof  of  the  shed  where  it  hud  originated, 
was  percei\^ed  in  various  directions.  The 
Convent  steward  and  the  domestics,  were 
hurrying'  in.  Our  nearest  neighbours, 
Judge  Vanfelson  and  his  son, Hon.  Thos. 
Ay  1  win,  and  R.  E.  Caron,  Esq.,  (Liter 
Lieut. -Grovernor)  met,  in  the  conventual 
porch,  the  Chaphiin,  Rev.  C.  Gauvreau, 
and  at  his  request  undertook  to  guard 
the  front  door,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
lironiiscuous  entrance  ;  for  the  terrible 
tocsin  was  rimj^ins:,  and  awakenins^  all 
the  City.  Col.  McDougall  had  called  out 
his  troops,  and  the  Convent  grounds,  al- 
though piled  with  snow,  wore  tilling  with 
crowds  of  citizens  of  every  class,  Jili 
anxious  to  reiider  service.  The  Semi- 
unry  priests,  Rev.  J.  Demers,  Rev.  L. 
Gringras,  Rev.  John  Holmes,  and  their 
oclleagues,  constituted  themselves  the 
special  guardians  of  the  Monastery  ;  their 
day  students,  rivalling  with  the  regular 
tiremen,  were  so  prompt  that  their  engine 
was  the  lirst  brought  into  action. 

In  the  mean  time  the  pupils  had  quietly 
followed  their  mistresses  to  the  chapel,. 
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to  implore  the  protection  of  Heaven,  and 
thence  to  the  Extern-school-house,  where 
they  would  be  in  safety  from  any  imme- 
diate danger.  The  Nuns,  as  they  passed 
with  hurx'ied  step,  dropped  on  their  knees 
before  the  Tabernacle  for  a  moment's 
prayer,  and  preserved  th3ir  calmness, 
while  hastening  to  save  every  thing  that 
could  be  removed  from  ihe  apartments 
nearest  the  danger. 

The  night  was  every  moment  becom- 
ing more  illuminated  by  the  spreading 
11a mes.  Now,  the  guarded  conventual 
door  opens  to  admit  the  Governor's 
Aid  de  Camp,  who  must  see  the  Mother 
Superior  immediately.  Rev.  Mother  St. 
Plenry,  calm  and  self  possessed  in  the 
midst  of  the  confusion,  promptly  appears, 
and  the  messenger  delivers  to  her  an 
open  letter.  It  was  a  pressing  invitation 
on  the  part  of  Lord  and  Lady  Aylmer  for 
the  Nuns  to  accept  an  asylum  in  the 
Castle  ;~  the  apartments  were  already 
being  v  armed  and  put  in  readiness,  and 
carriages  were  in  waiting  at  the  Convent 
door. 
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But  all  hope  was  not  yet  lost ;  and  on 
every  side  the  most  vigorous  eflbrts  were 
directed  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  con- 
flagration. A  lile  of  soldiers  through  the 
\ouiX  corridors,  connected  the  kitchen 
with  the  cistern  in  the  interior  court- 
yard, and  buckets  of  water  passed  ra- 
pidly from  hand  to  hand.  The  garden- 
cistern,  buried  in  snow-drifts,  was  un- 
covered to  supply  the  fire-engines,  work- 
ing on  the  outside. 

Yet  there  came  a  moment,  when  it 
seemed  that  the  destructive  element  was 
doomed  to  have  the  mastery. 

The  cellar  beneath  the  kitchen,  into 
which  the  lioor  had  fallen,  was  one  burn- 
ing mass  of  coals;  the  Iniirmary  above  it, 
the  attic,  and  the  roof,  were  on  hre.  The 
refectory  beyond  the  kitchen,  where  the 
pine  wainscoting  and  ceiling,  were  as 
dry  as  one  hundred  and  lifty  years  could 
make  them,  was  so  tilled  with  smoke  that 
one  who  penetrated  to  explore  it  [.Judge 
E.  Bedard]  only  succeeded  in  making  his 
exit  by  creeping  on  his  hands  and  knees : 
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he  had  ascertninod  that  tho  beams  and 
ceiling-  were  burning'  !  While  the  least 
d(day  must  prove  fatal,  shouis  iVom  the 
lirenien  announced  that  the  pumps  were 
freezing,  and  could  not  be  worked  with- 
out larger  supplies  of  hot  water.  At  this 
crisis— one  to  make  the  strongest  heart 
quail  in  view  of  the  impending  calam'ty— 
the  loud  cry  of  faith  went  up  to  Heaven  ;  — 
Masses  were  promised  ;  the  pupils  w^-re 
called  into  the  chapel,  where  many  of 
the  nuns  had  fled  to  pray  ;  all  our  holy 
Protectors  were  called  upon  to  interpose. 

One  01  the  nuns  had  confided  the  relic, 
called  "  Ribbon  of  St.  Amabilis''  to  the  hands 
of  the  Chaplain,  as  worthier  than  her 
own  to  obtain  a  miracle  ;  and  he  had  fast- 
ened the  precious  badge  on  the  door  of 
the  refectory,  with  a  fervent  prayer  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Convent.  Another 
friend  of  the  Ursulines,  transported  by 
compassion  and  the  extremity  of  the 
peril,  rushes  into  the  Infirmary,  and  there, 
prostrate  on  the  floor,  beneath  which 
the   llames   are    raging,     he    prays   like 
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Mosos  on  the  Mount,  with  outstrotchocl 
aims,  invoking*  the  Divine  cUunency 
upon  the  sacred  mansion,  every  stone  of 
which,  telling  of  past  favors,  pleads  for 
their  continuance.  ^ 

That  ming'led    concert   of  sighs,   and 
vows,  and  prayers,  was  heard  ! 

Of  a  sudden,  new  energy  seemed  in- 
fused into  every  heart  and  every  arm. 
From  one  point  to  another,  the  wild 
flames  were  driven,  or  kept  in  check, 
till,  at  length,  the  most  violent  of  the 
elements  was  under  control.  At  seven 
o'clock,  most  of  the  engines  had  ceased 
to  work.  People  could  approach  and  look 
upon  the  charred  remains  of  the  small 
wooden  building  which  had  put  the 
whole  establishment  in  such  jeopardy  ; 
they  could  behold  the  denuded  kitchen, 
with  blackened  and  crevassed  walls  ;  the 
yawning  cellar  where  smoked  the  win- 
ter's provisions  ;  the  refectory,  with  irs 
ceiling  broken  in,  through  half  its  length, 


^  This  friend  vvaa  the  Rev.  John  Hohiies^ 
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and  a  pino  b(3am  that  should  hnve  burnt 
like  tinder,  only  marked  by  a  lew  inches 
of  charcoal :  the  Iniirmary,  without  win- 
dows, and  the  roof  above  the  attic,  partly 
consumed.  « 

It  was  Sunday, — and  at  8  o'clock,  the 
Convent  bell  ran<2:  ai^^ain  its  sicrnal  lor 
Mass.  Oh  !  with  what  grateful  hearts 
did  the  Nuns  and  their  dear  pui)ils,  kneel 
aroujid  that  altar,  to  join  the  Eucharistic 
S'lcvifice,— thai  adequate  thanksgiving 
for  all  blessings,  whether  spiritual  or 
temporal. 

The  Convent  grounds  were  still  occu- 
pied by  the  troops,  in  case  the  fire  should 
again  re-ai)pear;  but  when  another  hour's 
tranquillity  had  proved  that  all  danger 
had  ceased, Col.  McDougall, — who  had  de- 
clared that  he  was  ready  to  lose  his  life, 
if  necessary  in  order  to  save  the  Convent, 
— gave  the  word  of  command,  and  with  a 
lii>ht  heart,  led  off  his  faithful  auxiliaries. 

The  Extern  Seminary  students  would 
not  lose  so  good  an  opportunity  to  mani- 
fest their  chivalry.     Their  pump,  which 


GLlMrSKS   OF   TUE   MONASTKUY. 


279 


had  won  the  prize  for  being  the  first  to 
render  service,  remained  all  day  on  the 
grounds,  with  a  guard  around  it,  to  give 
assistance,  in  case  of  need.  Th<'y  proba- 
bly deemed  it  a  fortunate  occurrence  foi 
thom,that  the  fire  rekindled  in  the  cellar, 
giving  them  an  opportunity  of  proving 
their  good  will  by  working  to  extinguish 
it.  During  that  Sunday  and  the  following 
days,  visits  of  congratulation  and  sympa- 
thy succeeded  each  other,  till  it  seenu'd 
as  if  all  the  ladies  of  Quel>oc,  from  Lady 
Aylmer  to  good  dame  Jalb'^rt,  wife  of  our 
steward,  had  been  to  the  Convent  :  they 
must  compliment  the  pupils  on  their 
quiet,  oiderly  behaviour;  they  must  as- 
sure themselves  that  none  of  thti  Nuns 
have  been  seriously  incommoded  ;  they 
must  see  the  ruins,  and  only  after  being 
on  the  spot,  could  they  fully  realiz  >  how 
imminent  had  been  the  danger. 

Yet,  not  even  the  Nuns,  perhaps,fully  ap- 
preciated the  protection  of  Heaven  over 
the  Monastery,until,  only  a  fortnight  later, 
the  old  Castle  of  St.  Louis,  which  had 
withstood  three  sieges,  took  fire  at  mid- 
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day,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the 
troops  and  the  aid  of  a  dozen  of  fire- 
engines,  was  entirely  consumed. 

No  !  it  was  not  in  vain  that  so  many 
vows  hud  been  offered  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Monastery.  Bishop  Sign  ay 
acquitted  his  promise,  on  the  following 
morning,  by  singing  High  Mass  at  the 
Cathedral,  which  became  a  public  act  of 
thanksgiving  by  the  crowds  who  attend- 
ed. On  Tuesday,  another  High  Mass  was 
sung  in  the  Convent  Chapel,  in  the  midst 
of  a  large  concourse.  Clergymen  showed 
their  sympathy  by  saying  their  Mass  at 
the  altar,  where  so  many  prayers  had 
been  offered  in  the  moment  of  danger ; 
and  thus  through  the  octave,  was  mani- 
fested a  spirit  of  faith  and  a  charity,  which 
we  love  to  find  the  same  as  in  the  olden 
times. 

The  accident  had  only  resulted  in  a 
loss,  comparatively  insignificant  ;  yet,  for 
the  moment,  it  was  an  embarrassing  si- 
tuation, in  afamily  of  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  persons,  to  have  at  hand^  neither 
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cooking  utensils,  table  service,  nor  food. 
By  the  delicate  attention  of  friends,  and 
their  unbounded  kindness,  all  these 
wants  were  supplied  with  the  utmost 
liberality.  At  the  dinner  hour,  the  table, 
t)oth  for  the  nuns  and  the  pupils,  was 
spread  with  profusion.  Now  it  was  Lady 
Aylmer,  sending  from  the  Castle,  roastt»d 
sui  loins  and  choice  viands,  the  Governor 
adding  his  dozen  of  wines  ;  so  that  our 
Nuns  feared  to  resemble  the  rich  man 
who  fared  sumptuously  every  day.  Now 
it  was  the  Nuns  of  the  Hotel-Dieu,  with  a 
full  measure  of  wholesome  soup  and 
steaming  vegetables.  All  the  more  weal- 
thy ladies  in  Upper  Town,  had  their  turn 
in  furnishing  a  repast  for  the  inmates  of  the 
cloister,  before  a  new  state  of  things  could 
be  organized.  Benefactions  came  in  va- 
rious forms;  plates  and  dishes  for  the  Nuns^ 
table  ;  cooking  utensils,  coarse  linen  for 
kitchen  use  :  provisions  ;  money  : — all  is 
duly  entered,  with  the  donors'  names,  and 
many  an  expression  of  gratitude,  on  the 
pages  of  the  Annals. 
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Tho  Quebec  Gazette  ^,  reiuleiiiig  an  ac- 
count of  the  fire,  has  the  following  re- 
marks : — 

"In  a  Convent  of  Eeligious  ladies, 
leading  a  retired  and  pious  life,  such  an 
accident  as  threatened  theUrsulines,  must 
have  appeared  very  distressing.  Yet  these 
ladies  displayed  courage,  activity,  and 
self-possession,  in  the  highest  degree.  The 
Governor-Greneral  had.  hastened  to  od'er 
them  the  Castle,  in  case  th«>y  should  be 
obliged  to  abandon  their  house  :  happily, 
their  own  intelligent  efforts,  aided,  by  the 
zeal  and  energy  of  their  friends,  prevented 
the  painful  necessity  of  accepting  the  al- 
ternative." 

Then,  follows  from  the  Nuns,  a  Card  of 
Thanks,  "most  grateful  and  sincere,  to 
His  Excellency  and  Staff,  to  the  Officers 
and  troops,  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  City 
Council,  the  Magistrates,  the  Seminary 
Priests  and  Students,  to  the  Fire-Compa- 
ny, as  well  as  to  the  numerous  citizens  of 

1  Edited  by  John  Neilson,  Esq. 
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every  class  for  their  timely  and  efficient 
aid.  The  Religious  were  most  sensible 
to  the  reserve  and  politeness,  manifested 
by  all  towards  the  inmates  of  the  cloister. 

'They  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the 
services  of  the  watch  kept  around  their 
goods,  as  well  as  around  the  rui:is,  and 
which  was  continued  till  Monday  morn- 
ing, in  case  the  fire  might  break  out  anew ." 

The  Annalist  has  not  forgotten  to  com- 
mend the  good  conduct  of  the  pupils, 
their  docility  and  the  cheerfulness  with 
which  they  accepted  ail  the  inconve- 
niences entailed  by  the  accident. 

This  most  providential  escape  from  one 
of  the  greatest  of  temporal  misfortunes, 
calls  to  mind  another,  of  more  recent 
(late,  the  particulars  of  which  will  long 
be  remembered  in  the  Convent. 

It  has  been  recorded  in  a  little  poeti- 
cal effusion,  which  we  shall  venture  to 
place  before  our  readers,  not  for  any 
merit  it  could  claim  as  a  poem,  but  for 
its  motive  and  occasion^ 
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THE  MEMORABLE  TWENTIETH  MAY! 

(A  tiiltiite  of  ^nitifii(l«  to  our  veneiiitcd  ('hapluip,  R^v. 
Gt'orj,'«  L.  LicMoiNK,  who,  on  the  orcMHioii  coiiiiiiHinonitcil 
in  the  followins,' lineH.  peri!l»'d  liis  life  to  8>ivo  the  chiijch 
from  b«Mii^  destroyed  by  i\ie.) 

It  was  tho  f^veniiig  lionr, — a  cloudless  sky  : 
Tlio  inoou  had  wliocrd  her  silver  orb  on  high 
With  one  {ittendnnt  star  : — the  others,  veiled, 
Stood  at  a  distance ;  or,  on  ether  paled. 
The  city's  din  had  ceased, — no  soinid  of  care, 
For  Night  was  stilling,  with  her  dreamy  air, 
Earth's  joys  and  sorrows;  hushing  all  to  rest  : 
E'en  as  a  mother,  clasping  to  her  breast 
Her  wearied  infant,  lulls  it  to  repose. — 
Around  the  Convent,  too,  the  shadows  close  ; 
Light  heart  are  slumbering  at  this  early  hour; 
Of  youth  and  innocence  sleep  is  the  dower. 

But  whence  that  sudden  glare,  as  noon -day 

Is't  some  volcano  bursting  on  the  night  ?     [briglit  ? 
Hark  !  now  tho  tocsin  sounds — the  city  wakes 
To  view  tho  wreathing  flames,  tossing  on  high, 
And  casting  \v'n\e  a  storm  of  angry  flakes. 
That  fall,  like  meteors,  on  the  mansions  nigh — 
Built  as  of  tinder. — See  !  the  flames  are  driven 
Like  fierce  tornado. — Onward  still  they  come, 
And  now — but,  oh  !  forbid  it,  gracious  Heaven  ! — 
They  reel,  they  dash  around  our  cloistered  Homo  : 
All,  all  is  threatened !  .  Help !  ye  Angels  strong ! 
Heavenly  Protectors,  who  have  watched  us  long. — 
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Mary,  dear  Motlior  !  oh  !  protect  tliy  shrine  ; 
Say,  shall  it  perish  ? — Perish, — wlieii  'tis  tliiue? 
Hark!  from  i\u)  streets,  tlie  cry  tliat  rciuls  the  air; 
''Save,  save  the  cliapel  !  Firemen,  onward!  tliero — 
Riglit  thro'  that  narrow  street,  direct  yonr  aim." 
But,  firemen — can  they  rush  into  the  tiame  ? 
'Tis<  on  tliem,  like  a  sea,  whoso  waves  devour! 
On,  on  it  rolls!  Oh  !  unpropitit)us  hour! 
Wlio  tlien  shall  do  the  deed,  with  dujiger  rife — 
To  save  the  Couveut,  who  j)eril  his  life  i 

All !  one  was  there  !  a  generous,  daring  Friend — 

Int<-  the  furnace  flames  that  rouu<l  him  spend 

Tlioir  rage,  he  rushes  !  n(!rvM  with  i)urp(»se  high, 

To  save  that  sacred  fane,  oi  with  it  die  ! 

TImtc  waged  he  conliict  dire — yet,  ha[>'ly,  hrief, — 

For  firemen  now  have  coine  to  his  relief. 

And  citizens  are  there,  all  friends  most  true, — 

A  venerahle  i)relate,  clergy,  too  ! —     —     —     — 

A  shout  goes  up — **That   church    must   not   burn 

And  hundreds  join  him,  battling  tliere  alone,  [down ;" 

"  Haste  to  the  rescue  !  "     Some  the  chapel-wall 

Ascend  with  ladders,  till  their  axes  fall 

Upon  the  cindered  roof — others,  within. 

Bear  succor  where  most  needt^d, — while  the  din 

Of  crashing  timbers,  hissing  flames,  and  cries 

Of  eager  cheering,  from  that  crowd  arise; 

Still  fierce  the  rival  elements  contend, 

And  for  the  mastery  their  rage  expend. 
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Hut  whoro  are  tliey,  Jind  say  in  vvliat  affright, 
The  ininatos  of  tlio  cloister  «)n  this  niglit? 
Would  yo  behold  thein  ? — Caliimoas  still  is  theirs; 
'JMiey're  aiding,  too, — «di  !  with  what  ardent  prayers  ! 
Hefore  the  altar,  see  them  prostrate  now — 
'I'lie  Mother  speaks  for  all  the  solemn  vow  : — 
''  Protect  thine  own,  O  Lord  ! — in  Jos(?ph's  niono 
We  come,  Thy  over  gracions  aid  to  claim  ! " 
And  swift  from  anxions  hearts  went  up  the  prayer 
That  IL'aven  accepts — the  prayer  of  thousands  there. 
For  see  :  the  flames  retire! — It  is  the  breath 
Of  Him  who,  in  tliat  night-wind's  veering,  saith 
Unto  that  sea  of  lire  :  ''  Here  be  thou  stayed, 
Enoiigli  the  ruin  thy  red  waves  have  nnulo." 

Now  from  tlie  crowd  went  up  the  joyous  cry  : 

''The  da!iger's  o'er! — Virgins  ye  need  not  fly 
Your  cl'jl:  t^red  Homo ! " —     —     —     —     —     — 

—     —     —     —     — They  h)()k,  and  with  amaze; — 

*'  The  danger's  o'er! — To  God  be  all  the  praise  I" 

(Jrsuline  Convent^  Quebec. 
May  1864.  ^ 

1  The  tire  on  this  occiinioii  iJestroyp*!  t.wo  (iwt-liing-lioiiseH 
(with  HhedH  iiiijoiiiiii^).  fonniiitr  the  iiii^Me  of  I  >oiHiiic<>iiii 
and  l*Hilor  8ti«'eiH,  ojtpo.site  thn  church  of  the  UiHiiliiies. 
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The  preceding  pages  have  displayed 
beibre  our  readers,  something  of  the  Mon- 
astery's past;  they  have  seen  the  protect- 
ing Hand  of  Providence  ever  extended 
over  it,  as  two  centuries  have  rolled  on> 
from  August  first,  1639  to  the  same  date, 
1839. 

No  doubt  such  an  anniversary  was  one 
to  be  celebrated  in  the  Convent  with  gra- 
titude and  pious  rejoicings.  The  spiritual 
renovation,  to  which  it  manifestly  invited, 
was  foreseen  from  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  The  examples  of  the  venerated 
first  Foundresses  were  mad3  a  special 
study,  and  the  words  of  the  Apostle  ''Be 
ye  renewed  in  Spirit^  seemed  to  have  their 
application  to  every  individual  soul.  But 
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tho  preparations  carried  on, in  this  interior 
world  of  the  spirit,  l)eing  intended  tor  llie 
eye  of  G-od  alone,  are  mostly  invisible  to 
mortal  sight,  and  scarcely  come  within 
the  scope  of  ordinary  description. 

Exterior  preparations  were  not  nc[r. 
lected.  The  Chapel>  which,  in  1739,  shono 
forth  in  its  new  painting  and  gildiiiir, 
needed  some  repair,  and  the  decoraiioiis 
were  to  be  as  elaborate  as  possible.  Our 
cloistered  artists,  vying  with  each  other 
in  their  efforts  to  honor  the  occasion,  put 
into  requisition  the  pencil  and  easel,  and 
every  hour  of  leisure  saw  the  results  of 
ingenuity  and  good  will.  Emblematiciil 
and  commemorative  paintings,  on  trans- 
parent tissues,  filled  the  windows;  bmi- 
ners,  skilfully  wrought,  and  light  bande- 
roles, inscribed  with  appropriate  mottoes, 
streamed,  at  various  heights,  around  the 
sanctuary,  alternating  with  festoons  ofj 
evergreen  and  wreaths  of  bloom.  The 
altar  presented  one  bright  array  of  lights 
and  flowers.  Enthusiasm,  moderated  by 
religious  feeling,  and  that  solemnity  at- 
tached to  things  we  shall  never  see  again  J 
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^er  see  again, 


provailod  thronghcut  the  Communii  y,  and 
reached  its  climax  on  the  great  day. 

The  Iarg»MUimher  of  Masses  celebrated 
al  the  three  altars  ;  the  skilful  execution 
of  one  of  Mozart's  Masses  by  the  Nuns  and 
the  pupils,  while  at  the  grand  altar  olh- 
ciated  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  and  sixty 
Clergymen  iilled  the  sanctuary  ;  the  sing- 
ing of  Vespers  by  the  same  dignilied 
assembly  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Nuns 
from  their  choir  on  the  other  ;  the  re- 
markably appropriate  oration,  by  liev.  C. 
F.  liaillairgeon  (thoi  Pastor,  afterwards 
Archbishop,  of  Quebec  ;)  the  Benediction 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament ;  the  Te  Deum 
chanted  to  the  fullest  swell  of  *he  new 
organ  ;  these  were  the  principal  .aatures 
of  the  Day.  They  were  sufficient  to 
mark  the  commemoration  as  one  of  the 
most  thrilling  interest :— a  day  never  to  be 
recalled  to  mind  without  emotion  by  any 
who  took  part  in  its  festivities.  As  at  the 
lirst  Centennial,  the  Communion  of  Saints 
was  not  forgotten  :  the  dear  deceased  had 
their    part    in   the  festival,    and   thirty 
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Masses  weroofFored  lor  their  morespi>o<ly 
admission  to  Ihe  realms  of  bliss. 

The  only  circumstance  that  remiiidiul 
one  with  sadness  of  the  changes  that 
TWO  HUNDRKD  YKARS  may  hring,  was 
the  absence  of  the  Indian  race  from  the 
celebration. 

Was  it  not  especially  for  them  that  in 
1639,  the  Ursulines  and  the  Hos/jI tali e res 
had  landed  on  the  beach  of  a  wild  and 
savage  country  ?  The  poor  aborigenes 
had  been  among  the  lirst  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  such  heroic  charity: — but  to  day 
there  exist  only  scattered  remnants  ol 
their  race,  destined  to  a  gradual  extinc- 
tion. Surely  no  one  can  reflect  upon  such 
a  fate  without  commiseration,  nor  stand 
unmoved  beside  the  grave  of  a  people. 
In  the  few  rude  hamlets  that  still  remain 
to  them  in  Lower  Canada,  the  tradition 
of  what  the  Ursulines  have  done  for  them 
has  been  preserved,  and  will  only  'perish 
with  the  last  of  their  race. 

If  we  regard  the   political    aspect   of 
Canada  in  1839,  in  contrast  to  its  early 
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times,  we  remark  that  for  many  a  yt'ar 
no  shadow  of  war  had  overcast  its  pros- 
pects with  gloom.  There  had  been  indeed 
some  recent  disturbances;  but  they  were 
not  wide-spread  nor  lasting.  There  were 
painful  memories  in  the  city  of  Quebec, 
of  the  terrible  visitations  of  1832  and 
1834,  ^  which  could  not  be  forgotten. 
Yet  Canada  was  to  experience  again 
"that  she  is  a  country  guarded  in  a 
special  manner  by  Divine  Providence  : — 
that  at  the  moment  when  all  would  seem 
lost  there  would  arise  unforeseen  succor 
and  events  favorable  to  its  prosperity." 

Thus  from  one  advantage  to  another, 
its  chart  of  history  shows,  at  last,  in  18(j7 
the  advent  of  its  Independence,  meekly 
granted  under  the  name  of  "  Dominion  ;*^" 
its  three  million  of  inhabitants,  enjoying 
civil   and   religious  liberty,   with  rights 


^  The  Asiatic  cholera  in  1832,  made  in  Quel»ec 
.S,45l  victims:  in  IS.'U,  2509.  It  appeared  a  third 
time  in  1849,  and  again  in  1851-52,  and  1851,  but 
its  three  last  apparitions  were  far  less  fatal. 

2  See  Appendix  M. 
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and  privileges  sufficient  to  make  every 
citizen  secure  and  happy,  as  far  as  human 
institutions  can  make  him  so. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  cloister,  and  to 
our  date  of  August  1st.  1839. 

To  the  Nuns  the  contrast  of  that  pre- 
sent with  the  past,  v/as  of  a  nature  to 
excite  their  devout  gratitude.  In  the 
cahimity  just  alluded  to,  that  had  dark- 
ened the  land  [1S32  and  1834],  fiUing 
Quebec  especially,  with  mourning  on 
every  side,  the  Convent  had  stood  un- 
harmed, ^  proving  once  more  the  salubrity 
of  the  site,  chosen  for  the  home  of  the 
Ursulines  by  their  incomparable  Found- 
ress ;  and  manifesting  the  kind  protec- 
tion of  Heaven  over  an  Institution  de- 
voted to  the  most  beneficent  of  works, 
the  instruction  of  youth. 

Within  a  few  years,  also,  the  same  kind 
Providence  had  brought  them  a  signal 
protector,   "  a  second  Founder  "   in    the 


^  There  were  two  cases  of  the  dreaded   inHla»iv. 
but  neith^T  proved  fatal. 
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person  of  their  venerated  chaplain,  Tvev. 
Thomas  Magnire,  Yicar  Greneral  of  the 
Diocese  of  Quebec;  to  whose  merits  the 
Bishops  of  Canada  had  lately  rendered 
a  striking  homage,  by  twice  deputing 
him  on  a  voyage  to  Europe,  on  business 
of  importance*,  to  all  the  country. 

To  him  the  Ursulines  with  their  eccle- 
siastic Superior,  had  conlided  the  tempo- 
ral allairs  of  the  Monastery  :  and  to  his 
intelligent  investigations,  his  patient  and 
laborious  research,  his  foresight  and  firm- 
ness, his  experience,  his  spirit  of  order 
and  economy,  they  are  happy  to  ascribe 
the  prosperity  which  has  replaced  a  laby- 
rinth of  pecuniary  dilficulties.  These  pre- 
occupations of  a  temporal  nature,  how- 
ever, had  never  interfered  with  the 
higher  consideration  of  maintaining  the 
practice  of  religious  perfection,  the  spirit 
of  regularity  and  mortiiication,  of  which 
the  life  of  our  excellerjt  i^'riend  was  so 
encouraging  a  model.  From  1835  to  1854, 
the  Community  witnessed  the  indefati- 
gable labors  of  their  devoted  Chaplain, 
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with  a  deep  sense  of  their  own  ever  in- 
creasing obligations.  At  this  last  men- 
tioned date,  just  as  the  line  new  Boarding-, 
school  {Notre- Daniede- Grace,)  with  its  spa- 
cious halls,  its  new  system  of  heat  and 
ventilation,  its  accommodations  of  every 
kind,  was  ready  lor  use,  the  venerable 
hand  which  had  subscribed  with  joy,  to 
the  plan  of  this  delightful  residence  for 
the  pupils  of  the  Ursulines,  the  heart  that 
had  blessed  the  project  and  rejoiced  in 
its  execution,  were  cold  in  death.  At  the 
age  of  eighty  years,  of  which  fifty- five  had 
been  devoted  to  the  arduous  duties  ot  the 
priesthood,  our  beloved  Father,  the  never- 
to-be-forgotten  Friend  of  the  Ursulines 
and  their  pupils,  passed  to  his  reward  in 
the  bosom  of  Grod,  whom  he  had  faith- 
fully and  fervently  served  from  his  ear- 
liest youth. 

After  this  tribute,  however  feeble,  to 
the  memory  of  our  worthy  friend,  Rev. 
Thomas  Maguire,  and  the  mention  of  so 
recent  a  date  as  1854,  how  can  we  re- 
frain from  signalizing  the  continuation  of 
the  favors  of  Heaven  in  the  appointment 
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of  a  successor,  equally  qualified  lor  the 
important  char<je  ?  When,  at  a  later  pe- 
riod, contemporary"  events  shall  have 
become  the  domain  of  history,  grateful 
will  be  the  task  to  recount  the  inappre- 
ciable services  rendered  the  Community 
by  our  present  excellent  Chaplain,  KeV- 
Gr.  L.  Lemoine  : — whether  in  the  spiri- 
tual direction  of  souls,  and  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Instruction  of  youth  ;  wht^th- 
er  in  the  providential  mov^ement  that 
has  brought  into  closer  union  the  widely 
disseminated  family  of  St.  Ursula,  and 
given  new  life  to  the  devotion  to  St. 
Angela,  that  precious  means  of  keeping 
alive  the  Sacred-fire^  the  primitive  spirit 
of  her  Institution  ;  whether  as  the  zealous 
advocate  and  special  promoter  of  an  en- 
terprize,  as  laborious  as  it  is  dear,  not  only 
to  the  heart  of  the  Ursulines  of  Quebec 
and  of  the  whole  Order,  but  to  all  Canada, 
an  enterprise  the  happy  termination  of 
which  we  may  now  safely  predict :  name- 
ly, the  Canonization  of  our  Foundress, 
Ven.  Mother  Mary  of  the  Incarna- 
tion. 
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Another  cluty  not  lossconi^on'al.remnins 
to  us  in  those  last  pages  of  the  G/im/tsps 
of  the  Monaslery.  It  is  to  offer  a  tribute 
of  grateful  affiection,  to  the  revered  and 
honored  names  of  Rev.  Mother  Adelaide 
Plante  of  St.  Grabriel,  and  Rev.  Mother 
Isabelle  McDonald  of  St.  Andrew. 

The  long  period  of  thirty  six  years 
(1836-1872)  assigned  by  Divine  Provi. 
dence,  in  the  choice  of  the  Community, 
to  these  two  remarkable  Superiors,  justi- 
fies  us  in  presenting  them  to  our  readers, 
although  contemporary  history  is  not  to 
be  expected  here. 

lu  1839,  Rev.  Mother  St.  G-abriel  had 
just  been  re-elected  for  a  second  term. 
In  1842,  Rev.  Mother  St.  Andrew  took 
her  place  at  the  helm ;  and  thus  alterna- 
tely, till  the  latter  had  governed  twelve 
years,  and  the  former,  twenty-four. 

Of  different  national  origin,  and  in 
many  respects  of  differentcharacters,  their 
mutual  esteem  and  trust,  their  union  of 
heart  and  unilv  of  sentiment  could  not 
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have  been  more  c- mplete,  had  they  been 
sisters  by  birth. 

To  the  more  deeply  meditative  cast  of 
Mother  St  Andrew's  mind,  difficulties 
must  have  ever  appeared  in  their  full  di- 
mensions :  yet  her  generosity,  her  love  of 
duty,  would  enable  her  to  surmount  them 
with  intrepidity. 

Rev.  Mother  St.  Grabriel  bore  with  a 
light  heart  the  burden  of  the  Superiority, 
as  little  moved  by  its  solicitudes  as  by  its 
honors.  Equally  zealous  and  coii3?ien- 
tious,  ^he  decisions  of  both  were  sure ; 
and,  in  counsel,  their  gifts  were  of  the 
highest  order.  Neither  ever  undertook 
any  thing  of  importance  without  consult- 
ing the  other,  and  each  placed,  without 
hesitation,  her  chief  confidence  in  the 
other's  judgment.  Deep  sensibilities,  a 
heart  quickly  touched  by  another's  weal 
or  woe,  distinguished  Mother  St.  Andrew  : 
a  world-wide  charity,  a  great  noble  soul, 
without  a  shadow  or  blemish,  was  not 
less  the  characteristic  of  Mother  St.  Ga- 
briel. 
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All  that  regarded  the  duties  of  the 
religious  state  ;  the  observance  of  the 
rule,  the  religious  vows,  the  advance- 
meut  of  each  soul  in  perfection  ;  all  that 
related  to  charity  or  the  preservation  of 
the  primitive  spirit  of*  the  House,  was  in- 
finitely precious  in  the  eyes  of  both  these 
worthy  Superiors. 

Eminently  conservative,  at  the  same 
time  tl.at  they  knew  how  to  appreciate 
whatever  was  really  advantageous  in 
modern  inventions  or  appliances,  there 
was  never  any  unnecessary  delay  in  in- 
troducing improvements,  especially  into 
the  department  of  the  pupils.  They  knew 
how  to  draw  the  line  between  the  use- 
ful and  the  superfluous,  the  convenient 
and  the  purely  ornamental. 

Following  the  footsteps  of  the  admi- 
rable Mother  St.  Henry,  their  predecessor, 
they  patronized  and  encouraged  the  new 
studies  introduced,  as  well  as  the  talents 
of  the  Sisters  employed  in  teaching. 

The  Museum  of  Natural  History  in- 
creased its  catalogue,  especially  in  Orni- 
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thology  and  Entomology  ;  a  full  Appara- 
tus, suitable  for  young  ladies,  was  pro- 
vided for  Chemistry  and  Physics;  valu- 
able additions  were  made  to  the  Libraries, 
&c.,  &c. 

There  are  other  particulars  to  be  men- 
tioned here,  in  v^hich  pupils  of  the  present 
day,  will  find  a  special  interest.  When 
dispersing  so  joyfully  in  July  for  your 
summer  Vacations,  forget  not,  dear  Young 
Ladies,  that  this  pleasant  annual  inter- 
ruption in  your  studies  commenced  in 
1843,  under  the  superiority  of  Rev. 
Mother  St.  Andrew.  The  substitute  for 
a  regular  Vacation,  had  been,  in  pre- 
vious times,  the  grant  of  a  monthly  holi- 
day, which  the  pupils  had  permission 
to  spend  in  the  bosom  of  their  families, 
or  if  strangers,  at  ihe  houses  of  their 
friends. 

Many  benevolent  ladies  of  Quebec,  re- 
membered on  the  holiday  that  some  were 
utter  strangers  to  the  City,  and  inviting 
them  together  to  their  houses,  entertahied 
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thiiiii  with  ail  aiTahility  and  kindnoss  ne- 
ver to  be  forgotten  ^ 

Tlic,  Annual  Kotroat  for  ex-pupils  com- 
menced under  the  superintendence  of  the 
worthy  Mother  St.  Gabriel  in  August, 
18G2. 

Four  years  later,  the  summons  of  death 
was  suddenly  heard — suddenly  for  the 
Community,  but  not  for  venerable  Mother 
St.  Andrew,  who  in  her  70th  year, 
just  re-elected  Superior,  laid  down  the 
burden  of  lifj,  as  cheerfully  as  she 
V7ould  have  relinquished  her  charge. 
The  dawn  of  an  eternal  day  was  at  hand  ; 
nor  could  the  Angel  of  death  eliace  the 
smile  from  those  dear  lips  that  became 
cold  while  breathing  a  last  prayer 

If,  in  that  better  life,  the  happy  soul  has 
still  an  interest  in  any  of  the  concerns  of 
this  world,  Mother  St.  Andrew  must  sure- 
ly rejoice  with  us,  when  the  period  of 
the  Annual  Retreat  brings  a  hundred  or 
more  of  the  ex-pupils  to  follow  these  salu- 

^  Such  in  1833-1840  were  the  lion,  families  For- 
f-yth,  Fraser,  Massue,  Langevin,  Painchaud. 
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tary  Exorcises. ..WorKlLness  cannot  have 
envolopod  the  h<n\rt  very  deeply,  when 
there  is  such  joy,  on  their  part,  in  breath- 
ing once  more  the  atmosphere  of  peace 
that  pervades  the  cloister  ;  when,  with  the 
simplicity  of  children,  these  young  ladies 
cheerfully  ofler  themselves  i^  be  guided 
anew  by  their  Convent-Mothers  in  the 
ways  of  piety  and  wisdom. 

As  to  Kev.  MoTiiEii  St.  Gabriel,  pla- 
ced still  at  the  head  of  the  Community 
by  her  rank  of  profession,  her  four-score 
years,  and  by  the  unbounded  afiection 
that  surrounds  her,  it  should  not  be  con- 
sidered an  indiscretion  if  her  name  were 
inscribed  here  in  golden  letters.  In  cele- 
brating her  second  Golden  Jubilee, — the 
60th  anniversary  of  her  consecration  to 
God,  July  20th,  1875,  the  Community- 
Hall  offered  a  spectacle  worthy  of  our 
ancient  traditions.  It  was  a  festival  in 
which  piety,  poetry,  music  and  mirth, 
entwined  their  offerings  with  affection 
and  gratitude.  It  was  a  goodly  sight  to 
behold  that  venerable  and  beloved  Moth- 
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cr,  crowned  with  her  bridal-wreath  of 
white  roses,  seated  on  her  modest  throne  ; 
havinj^  on  her  right  and  left,  five  other 
aged  Mothers  who  had  passed  through 
the  honors  of  a  Jubilee;  receiving  the  con- 
gratulations of  that  long  tile  of  sixty  pro- 
fessed choir  N  uns,  followed  by  the  twenty 
lay-Sistersand  fifteen  white-veiledNovices. 
If  such  a  celebration,  foreshadowing  the 
sunset  of  life,  bears  with  it  a  tinge  of  sad- 
ness, it  is  of  the  nature  of  that  which  we 
rnay  feel  at  the  evening  hour,  when  the 
&ky  is  gorgeous  with  those  bright  colors 
which  foretell  a  still  more  glorious  com- 
ing day.  What  greater  pledge  of  a  happy 
reunion  in  heaven  can  there  be,  than  to 
live  in  peace,  union  and  charity  here 
below ! 


Superiors  from  1739  to  1872. 

[List  continued  from  page  202,   Vol.   II.] 

11.   [eleventli  Sup.]   Rev.  Mother  Marie- Anne  Mi- 
geon  of  the  Nativity  :  — 

Slip,  from   1735  to  1741  :— 1744  to  1750  : -1 753- 
1760=19  years. 
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12.  Rev.  Mother  Geiuvieve  LaGraugo  uf  St.  Louis 


0  :  -1753- 


—1741  t<.  1744  =  3 


years. 


13.  I{ev.  Motlier  Geueviuvo  Boucher  of  St.  Piorro  : 
—  1750  to  1753=3  years. 

14.  Rov.  Mother  Esther  Wheehvriglit  of  tho  Infant 
Jesus  :— 17(>()  to  \7GC)  :  —  {7(]\)  to  1772  =  9  years. 

15.  Rov.  Mother  Miirguerite  Davanne  of  St.   Louis 


(le  ( 


jionziigue 


■17()r)  to  I7(;[)  :— 1772  to  1778  :— 


1781  to  1787=15  years. 

16.  Rev.  Motljor  Antoinette  Pouliu  of  St.  Francis  : 
—  1778  to  1781  =  3  years. 

17.  Rev.  Motlier  Mario-Cluirlotte  Brassard  of  St. 
Chire  :— 1787  to  17!)3=(j  years. 

18.  Rev.  Mother  Marie- Anne-Louise  Tasclioreau  of 
St.  Fr.  Xavier  :— 1793  to  1799  :— 1805  to  1811  : 
—1815  to  1818  =  15  years. 

19.  Rev.  Mother  Marguerite  Marcliand  of  St.  Ursula  : 
—1799  to  1805  :— 1811  to  1815,  (dec.)  =  10  years. 

20.  Rev.  Mother  Mary-Louisa  McLoughlin  of  St. 
Henry  :— 1818  to  1824  :— 18:30  to  1830=12  years. 

21.  Rev.  Mother  Julie  Berth- \)t  of  St.  Joseph  : — 
1824  to  1827  =  3  years. 

22.  Rev.  Mother  Margaret  Boissonnault  of  St.  M(j- 
uica  :— 1827  to  1830=3  years. 

23.  Rev.  Mother  Adelaide  Plaute  of  St.  Gahriel  : — 
1830  to  1842  :— 1848  to  1854  :— 1857  to  1803  :— 
1806  to  1872  :— 24  years. 

24.  Rev.  Mother  Isabella  McDonald  of  St.  Andrew  : 
—1842  to  1848  :— 1854  to  1857  :— 1803  to  1800  : 
=  12  years  (dec.  in  Office). 


!    J.'i 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

PATUONS  AND  PATKONKSSKS  : 

ST.    URSULA    AND  ST.    AN(JKLA. — ORDKU    OF   TIIK 

UUSULINLS. 


*'1 


When  a  youthful  candidate  for  the 
Religious  i'S"  has  been  admitted  to  the 
society  of  the  cloister,  one  of  the  first  asco- 
tical  books  presented  to  her  study,  is  th(^ 
''  Directory  of  Novices,"  the  Guide-Book 
in  the  new  world  to  which  she  is  boinp: 
introduced.  She  percses  its  pages  with 
mingled  curiosity  and  admiration  ;  but 
nowhere,  perhaps,  does  she  feel  more  im- 
pressed with  the  angelic  life  that  is  sol 
before  her,  than  in  the  chapter  that  treats 
of  her  duties  towards  the  inhabitants  oi 
heaven,  the  Saints. 

"  The  Religious  soul,  says  her  Guide, 
having  abandoned  the  world  and  for- 
gotten, according  to  the  advice  of  the 
Psalmist,  'her  people  and  her  father's 
house,'  enters  into  a  strange  land,  con- 
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tracts  new  alliances,  and  bocomes  as  the 
Apostle  says,  '  a  lellow-citizen  with  the 
Saints.' 

•'This  should  animate  her  with  respect, 
confidence,  and  devotion,  towards  ail  the 
inhai)itants  of  the  Heavenly  Jerusalem," 
with  whom  she  has  hencolbrth  the  pri- 
vilege to  be  associated. 

The  Blessed  Yiri'in  is  to  be  honored  as 
her  "  lirst  and  principal  Superior  ;"  St. 
Joseph,  as  the  special  Patron  and  protec- 
tor of  the  Monastery  of  Quebec  :  — but 
other  patrons  of  the  Order  there  are,  with 
whom  she  must  form  acquaintance  : — 
St.  Augustin,  St.  Ursula  and  St.  Angeli. 
She  must  imitate  their  virtues  and  have 
recourse,  in  lilial  confidence,  to  their  in- 
tercession. 

'*  Thus,  continues  her  Gruide,  making 
the  Saints  thy  companions,  thou  shalt 
attain  sanctity  ;  and  having  thy  conver- 
sation more  in  heaven  than  upon  the 
earth,  thou  shalt  become  thyself  celestial." 

Encouraged  by  these  magnificent  pro- 
mises, she  resolves  to  study  the  lives  and 
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meditate  the  examples  of  her  holy  pa- 
trons. 

She  has  not  failed  to  hear  already  of 
St.  Augustin,  one  of  the  brightest  ge- 
niuses of  the  early  ages  of  the  Church. 
The  liule  he  composed  for  the  Monas- 
teries of  his  time — the  fourth  century — 
and  which  is  still  followed  by  many  Re- 
ligious Orders,  has  formed  as  many  saints, 
perhaps,  as  it  contains  letters. 

But  St.  Ursula  and  St.  Angela  may  be 
less  known — to  our  Readers,  as  well  as  to 
her  ; — therefore  we  may  be  allowed  the 
pleasure  of  introducing  them,  by  a  few 
brief  remarks. 

"Wonderful  legends,  tracing  back  to 
the  lifth  century,  surround  the  name  of 
St.  Uksula  ;  legends  illustrated  by  paint- 
ing and  sculpture,  and  celebrated  by 
monuments  as  enduring  as  they  are  majes- 
tic and  venerable.  The  historic  Church 
of  St.  Ursula  and  her  thousands  of  com- 
panions, stands  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  beautiful  Cathedral  of  Cologne  :  the 
Field  of  the  Martyrs  is  not  far  away ;  and 
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the  Golden  Chambor  piled  hig-h  with 
mail}  a  gilded  casket,  enclosing  their 
relics,  is  open  to  the  devout,  or  the  inqui- 
sitive traveller. 

As  to  the  stupendous  events  handed 
down  to  us  by  the  legend,  some  may 
adopt  that  version  which  gives  to  the 
Princess  Ursula  the  Isle  of  Albion  as  her 
home,  and  the  land  of  Brittany  as  the 
term  of  her  voyage  ;  the  assembling  of  so 
many  young  girls  around  her,  is  then  ex- 
plained as  the  result  of  a  compact  be- 
tween the  Prince  of  Cornw^all,  her  father, 
and  the  late  Conqueror  of  Gaul  : — others 
may  prefer  that  more  marvellous  and  fas- 
cinating narrative,  which  tells  of  stranger 
vicissitudes;  of  long  negotiations,  of  ce- 
lestial visions, by  which  the  future  Martyr 
is  warned  to  prepare  by  a  long  pilgrimage 
for  the  glorious  but  sanguinary  fate  that 
awaits  her  :— on  either  hand  we  have  the 
same  catastrophe— the  arrival  of  the  voy- 
asfers  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhine  at  C'o- 
logne  ;  the  presence  of  the  barbarous 
cohorts  of  the  Huns;  and,  finally,  the 
martyrdom  of  the  virginal  troop  by  those 
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vindictive  and  ferocions  warriors,  disap- 
pointed of  their  prey. 

Loavin;^  the  field  of  conjecture  nnd  dis- 
cussion, we  find  St.  Ursula  honored  as  the 
Patroness  of  learning  and  piety,  long  he- 
fore  the  R(4igious  Order,  oearing  her 
name,  arose  in  the  Church,  Cologne  it- 
self was  the  centre  of  a  great  Confrater- 
nity in  honor  of  the  Virgin  Martyr,  under 
the  title  ot  The  Bark  of  St.  Ursula. 

The  renowned  University  of  Sorhona 
(1200  A.  1).),  was  placed  under  the  p;  tron- 
age  01  the  same  great  Princess,  whose 
wise  precepts  and  fervent  exhortations 
had  guided  her  youthful  charge  so  effect- 
ually, that  in  the  direst  extremity  of  peril, 
they  all  remained  faithful  to  their  duty, 
and  to  their  God. 

The  prerogative  ascribed  to  St.  Ursula, 
makiiiff  her  the  Patroness  of  Institutions 
of  learning,  renders  it  easy  to  account  for 
the  choice  St.  Angela  made  of  her  name 
in  founding  an  Order  exclusively  devoted 
to  the  pious  education  of  female  youth. 
The  humble  Foundress,  at  the  same  time, 
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had  found  the  means  to  avoid  leaving 
her  own  name  to  her  followers,  who  will 
not  be  known  as  Angelines  but  as  Uk- 

SULINES. 

The  new  Institution  of  St.  Angela — 
the  first  of  the  kind,  known  in  the  Church, 
— dates  from  the  year  1535  ;  its  cradle 
was  the  ancient  city  of  Brescia  in  the 
north  of  Italy. 

The  Foundress  was  born  in  the  little 
town  of  Dezanzano,  on  Lake  G-arda,  six 
leagues  from  Brescia,  of  parents  rich  in 
piety  and  virtue,  more  than  in  the  wealth 
that  perishes  with  its  possessor.  In 
those  precious  years  when  the  future  lot 
of  children  is  shadowed  forth  by  the  for- 
mation of  their  character,  Angela  was 
cdilied  by  the  bright  examples  of  a  truly 
Christian  household  :  her  faith  was 
strengthened,  and  she  began  from  that 
tender  age  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  wisdom 
and  sanctity. 

Trials  came  early  to  wean  this  soul  from 
every  earthly  attachment.  An  orphan, 
and  bereaved  of  an  only  sister,  she  was 
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not  abandoned  :  kind  relatives  continued 
to  protect  her  childhood,  till  its  promise 
of  excellence  ripened  into  the  practice  oi 
every  virtue. 

Passing  unnoted  the  various  incidents 
of  a  lii'e,  mostly  serene,  and  at  all  linios 
pure  and  blameless,  w^e  hasten  to  remark 
the  circumstances  that  accompanied  the 
founding  of  the  new  Order. 

it  vsrasin  a  vision,  that  Angela,  like  the 
prophets  of  old,  first  learned  what  great 
things  Grod  demanded  of  her.  A  mys- 
terious ladder,  reaching  from  earth  to 
heaven,  was  displayed  before  her ;  troops 
of  virgins  appeared  mounting  the  steep 
ascent,  each  one  being  attended  and 
aided  by  a  bright-winged  Angel.  The 
words,  *'  Angela  thou  shalt  live  to  found 
an  Order  of  Virgins  in  the  Church,  of 
which  this  spectacle  is  the  figure,"  struck 
her  wondering  ear — and  the  celestial 
vision  disappeared. 

The  enterprise  seemed  so  far  above 
her  strength,  that  Angela  hesitated  long, 
and  waited  for  further  intimations  of  the 
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DivitKi  Will  :  sho  only  undertook  its 
oxecution  aftor  n^pt^Jitod  consultations 
with  her  ecclesiastical  Superiors,  and 
when,  by  a  new  communication  from 
Heaven,  she  had  learned  that  further 
delay  would  not  be  acceptable  to  God. 

Already  the  companions  of  the  {Saintly 
Maiden,  were  her  associates  iu  good 
works; — visiting  the  sick,  succoring  the 
poor,  comiorting  the  distressed.  To  these 
practices,  Angola  now  joined  the  in- 
struction of  youth  ;  and  gradually  there 
assembled  around  her  a  company,  lillod. 
with  the  noblest  zeal  for  their  own  perfec- 
tioii  and  the  salvation  of  souls.  The  new^ 
Congreijation  received  its  first  rules  and 
its  double  spirit  from  the  venerable  Foun- 
dress:—it  w^as  a  legacy  of  inestimableprice. 
Alas  !  the  earthly  career  of  the  Virgin  of 
Brescia  was  drawinnf  to  a  close.  Having- 
given  the  first  impulse  to  the  Order,  she 
seemed,  like  holy  Simeon  of  old,  to  have 
lived  enough.  But  even  during  the  few 
years  that  she  was  spared  to  direct  her 
spiritual  daughters,  their  number  had 
increased  to  sixty.    Like  Moses,  on  the 
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borders  of  the  rromised  Land,  she  lore- 
saw  the  wouderi'ul  multiplication  of  her 
Institution  and  the  blessings  that  were  des- 
tined to  crown  her  labors.  With  calmness 
she  bade  adieu  to  her  beloved  daughters 
in  Christ,  plainly  foretelling  the  stability 
of  the  Order  which  she  declared  would 
endure  to  the  end  of  lime. 

It  is  not  within  the  brief  limits  assigned 
us  here  that  we  can  trace  the  truly 
wonderful  extension  of  the  Order,  iirst 
through  Italy,  then  to  France  and  to  the 
other  countries  of  Europe,  till,  at  the 
close  of  the  18th  century,  the  Revolu- 
tionary Tornado  found  over  three  hundred 
Houses  to  destroy,  in  the  kingdom  of 
France  alone. 

The  opportuneness  of  the  Institution 
of  the  UrsuUnes,  has  been  often  remark- 
ed. It  was  at  an  epoch  when  the  perils 
of  new  doctrines,  the  scandal  of  great 
and  public  defections,  rendered  more 
necessary  than  ever  the  solid  instruction 
of  youth  in  the  tenets  of  the  true  Church. 
The  heart  of  woman,  especially  to  whose 
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guidance  the  souls  oi*  men,  during  the 
phistic  season  oi' childhood,  are  conlided, 
needs  to  be  a  Count  oi'  wisdom  and  piety. 
It  can  only  become  that  "spriiig  oi' living 
water, "  lit  to  prolit  others  to  eternal  life, 
by  l)eing  itself  saturated  with  the  dews 
of  heaven. 

It  remains  to  us  to  state  the  extent  of 
the  Order  of  St.  Ursula  at  the  present 
day.  A  list  of  the  principal  Monasteries 
in  France,  where  they  had  been  swept 
away  just  before  the  commencement  of 
the  nineteentli  century,  sliows  that  the 
arduous  task  of  restoration  has  been 
crowned  with  a  success  truly  providen- 
tial. One  hundred  and  iifty  Convents, 
inheriting  the  spirit  of  St.  Angela  like 
their  predecessors,  continue  the  pious 
labor  of  the  instruction  oi'  young  girls  ; — 
some  of  th(^m  on  the  very  sites  whence 
the  ancient  Ursulines  were  driven  into 
exile,  or  conducted  to  martyrdom.* 

^  Twentv-five  Ursulines,  in  France,  had  tlie  pu- 
prenie  honor  and  happiness  of  sealing  with  their 
Uood  their  fidelity  to  their  duty  and  their  religion. 
The  others  were  not  pursued    to  such  an  extremity. 
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Ill  Aniorica,  including  tln^  two  Spanish 
Comnuinities  of  tlio  Island  orC^ubiv,  then* 
aro  twoniy-two  C'onvtMits  ol'  Ursnlim\s. 
In  Ir(»IaJid  thorp  aro  lour  ;  in  Holiiium 
thirty  two  ;  in  Italy,  Jlolland,  Austria. 
Gennany  and  Iho  r(\st.  of  l^lurop^^  oth«M's, 
to  the  nunihor  total  ot*  about  throi*  hun- 
dred These  Convents  assenihl(%  it  is 
calculated,  as  nnuiy  as  twt'lve  ihousand 
Iveligious,  who  impart  the  benelits  ol'  a 
juous  and  solid  education  to  at  least  ono 
hundred  thousand  young  girls. 

11",  in  conclusion,  wo  might  express  tho 
most  ardent  wi'-h  ol*  our  heart,  it  would 
be  that  the  words  uttered  by  a  vonerablo 
member  of  the  Catholic  liierarchy,  might 
ever  and  in  all  countries  lind  their  just 
application  iii  rei'erence  to  every  pui)iloi 
the  Ursulines.  The  words  were  these  : 
*'  I  never  knew  a  lady  educated  in  an  Ui- 
suline  Convent,  who  was  not  iha  instru^ 
raent  of  dillusing  piety  and  ha^^piuess 
around  her." 
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At  Ihe  close  of  this  third  voluirie  of  the 
(!/im//S(:s  of  /he  MonuiiU'ri/^  we  owe  our 
Readers  au  explanation,  which,  at  the 
same  time,  must  serve,  in  many  wtys,  as 


an  a 


pology. 


Undertaken  nt  the  voice  of  those  who 
interpret  I'or  us  the  will  ol'  Clod  ;  sus- 
pended or  resuuKHl  at  the  same  sacred 
signal  ;  acconiplislKHl  during  the  intervals 
between  th(^  duties  of  the  class-room, 
and  the  statcul  relia'ious  exercises  ol'C^ou- 


ve 


ntlit( 


•the    humble    Cm  leaner    of  the 


Cloistral  Annals  has  not  had,  at  her  dis- 
posal, the  leisure  or  repose  that  would 
have  rendered  her  task  at  once  easy  and 
delightful. 

We  have  written  with  a  view  to  edify, 
rather  than  to  please, — and  for  a  class  of 
readers  on  whose  unlimited  indulij^ence 
we  could  depend  :~lViends  aiul  relatives 
of  the  Ursulines  of  Quebec  ;   their  pupils 
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of  profcioiit  or  Ibrmor  times  ;  friends  of  re- 
ligion; or  strangers  to  the  Religious  state, 
whose  curiosity  we  would  stratify  by 
showing  them  somethincc  of  that  life  so 
unlike  the  world  thnt  it  openly  professes 
to  be  '*  not  of  the  world." 

The  denr  and  veneral)le  name  of 
Mother  Mary  of  the  Incarnation 

with  which  these  pages  commenced,  has 
been  our  talisman  as  we  proceeded,  and 
in  concludiiiG^  we  would  seal  with  the 
same  our  little  offering  —a  labor  of  affec- 
tion and  grntiiude  as  well  as  of  dtity. 

Like  that  admirable  servant  of  Grod. 
n?.ay  we  and  all  who  may  peruse  these 
simple  sketches,  constantly  aspire  to  the 
only  end  of  our  existence,  the  attainment 
of  eternal  happiness,  through  Him  who  is 
*'  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life"— 
through  the  ever  Adorable  Heart  of 
Jesus  ! 


''W^ 


TABLi: 

Of  tho  Deceased  Nuns  of  the  Ursuline  Convent, 
Quebec ;  from  1739  to  1875. 

N.  B. — The  fiftij-thrre  Nuns  who  were  livinf)  in 
17^0,  are  inchuled  in  the  list  (jircn  in  Vol.  II  of  the 
Glimpses  :  the  date  of  their  decease  heiny  marked 
there,  their  names  are  not  repeated  here. 


Kev.  Mer(3  Mjirici  Fnui^oise  Cnroux  (h^  St. 


Year  of 


Age. 


GonnaiiitloSt.  Clirys(JSt6ino  1701       21) 
Marie   Frau^oise  C(>in})ard  do 


St.  F 


rancois 


X; 


ivier 


Lou'Kse  Frau9()ise  Son}»iran  do 

Sto.  Ursule 1770 

Aiigeli(iue  Cliarlotto  Pariso  d«^ 

St.  Jeau-Bapiiste 1773 

Cliarlotto    Lefobvro    do    Sto. 

Gciievievo 1778 

Mario  Josopli  Doslvoclios  dito 

dos   Augos 1781 


17G2      25 


80 
42 
39 

38 
38 


55 


58 
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lU'V.   Mlto  Marie  Joncjili    Hlais   do   St. 

M'u-h'A 1782      3S 

CiillicriiKi     FriHi<,'ois()    Hcsiiii- 

^oii  <le  St.  Joscjili J785       1.') 

ISIiirie  (Jillcs  do  Laiidrievc   do 

St.    Ant.mio 1788      27 

]Mari(^    Catlicriiu^    Lairort!    dc 

St.  Galnicl 1700      81 

Mario    Aiit')iii('tto   INmliu    do 

St.  rraii(;..is 1790      07 

Mario   Cliariotto  do  Varoimoa 

do  Stc.  Cutliorino 171)2      31 

Mario  Apolliiio  Mjircluiud  do 

St.  Louis 1793      3.") 

Mario  MadoloiiK?  Massotdo  St. 

FraiKjdis  do  Paulo 1794       01 

Mario   Gouevicvi^  Curcux  do 

St.  Gonnaiii  do  Sto.  Pelagic  1790       51 
Mario    Jojuine    Papiu   do    St. 

Olivier 1796      40 

Marie  Cluirlotte  Ik.issara  ue 

Sto.  Claire 1797      07 

Marie    Elizabetli   Kicliard    do 

St.   Angustiti 1798       77 

Madeleine  Bartlie  do  Sto  Auuc   1799       40 
Marie  Marguerite  DaA^anno  do 

St.  Ls.  (io  Gonzaguo 1802       83 

Mario  JosephtoMetliot  do  I'lu- 

caruatiou 1803      29 

Marie  Augelique  Miller  do  St. 

Thoimis  1804      30 


UN9. 
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Kev.  Merc  Marie  ElizalM-tli  IJlai.s  (!«'  Ste. 
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lUCS 
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I  de 
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St. 

1796      4G 

\-l    (113 

..  1797      07 

III   do 

..  1798      77 
kunc  1799       40 

luo  tie 

.  1802       83 

>rin- 

...   1803      29 

lie  St. 

...  1804      30 


JMane   Marguerite  (Joutant  ue 
Ste.  AiMie 1820 

Marie  Aiinc'li(|ne  Vieii  de  St. 

Jeau    ClirysostouH^ 1826 

Marie    Tlierese   IJertlielot    de 

St.  Francois  d'Asyiae 1830 


30 
4J) 

60 
26 
34 
70 
01 
69 
65 
26 

81 

48 

48. 
1 
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''  '\  ( 


i^ 


I 


Rev.  Mere  ATarcriu-rite  Blais  (1(^  St.  Pierre  1830      81 


M; 


»rio 


Louise  lloulcjiu  (le  St. 


Miclu'l 1831 

Mjiric^  Anne  Arcliange  Panet 
(leSt.  Bernard 1833 

Marie  Angeli(iue  Bonnie  do 
St.  Louis  (le  Gonzai^ne 1833 

]\Iarie  Frangoiye  Panet  de  St. 

Jacques 1834 

Marie  Julie   Painehaud  do  St. 


P 


rancois  ( 


le  B 


orijia 


1834 


]Marift     Louise    liourbeuu    de 


St.  Stanislas 1838 


^larie  Anuilde    Dul)C    de  St. 


irnace 


1839 


Gen(?vieve  Julie  liertlielot  de 


St.  Joseph 1842 


IMarie  Therese  Oneille  de  Ste. 

Catl 
Marie 


leruie 


1843 


Elisal)etli  Miville  De- 
chene  de  St.  Ls.   de  Gou- 


zague 


Marie  Therese  Bossu  dit  Ly- 


omuiis  de  Ste.  Claire 1845 


]\Iary  Louisa  McLoughlin  de 


St.   Henri, 


Marie    Pelagie   Morin  de    St. 


Etienne. 


184G 


1846 


Angelique     Juditli    La    Per- 


72 


73 
45 
70 
35 

43 


70 
50 


1844      27 


54 
53 


riere  de  Ste.  Marie 1847      7J 


Hi 
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Rev.  AR'i-o^rary  AnnP,arbor,]e8t.  H.noit  J8I8       38 
Marie  Ajiuo  Matliildo    J'ai,,. 

cliaiid  do  Sto.  Aiitciiiotto..   J819       2G 
FraiKjoisc    Elisabeth    Giroux 

,/'*''^"^^« 1849       81 

Mane  Denise  TallM.t  ,Ie  8te. 

^/^^"■^'^^''•'t*' 18:32       27 

Mane   Louise  Oueille  de  Ste. 

,,^.^"^"*:r^*^ 1852       G6 

Miu-u^  hraii^oise  Anbin  de  8t. 

,/\"^"''"^ 1852      G8 

Mane   Feiieite    I3(.nie    de  St. 

,,^'';'^'-'^'^ 1853       G9 

M()in(|„o  l>kMte  de  St.    Sta- 

Mary  Heun<-lta  xAIcDouell  de 

,,^l'   "^^•*^'^^* 18(30       30 

1  liiloj.ieiie   Di,„j  de  Ste.  Ju- 

•'^n'^'^'f' 1801       25 

^^larie    Elisalieth    Sedilau    dit 

Montreuil  de   St.   Au-nstii,   18(J1       74 
Genevieve     .AfcKiitclieon     de* 

^^''-  lltdene |^^j|       ^^ 

Ellen  Alia.]  de  Ste.   Lsibelle.   1862       2G 
Marie     Mariruerite     Bois.son- 

iiault  de  Ste.  xMoniqne 18G3       73 

Henriette    Cirnon   de   St.   Al- 

^^i;^'''''^ 18(>4       42 

l^nduet   McSweeney     de    St. 

^^""'"' 'l8G4      23 
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Rev.  Mere  Anna  Neville  de  St.  Tgnace  J8G4 
Glaj>liyre    Gosaeliu    de    Ste. 

Gertrude.. 18G4 

So})liie    Rose    Fiset   de    Ste. 

Elisalx'tli 1865 

Elziro  Matte  de  la  l*reseuta- 

tion 18G5 

Marie  Ani^cle  Moriu  de    Ste. 

Pcla^no. 18G5 

Cecilia  Mary  Josephine  O'Cou- 

way  de   Flncaniation 18G5 

Marie  Arcliange  Point  de  Ste. 

Madeleine 18G6 

Josephine  Tourangeau  de  Ste. 

Marguerite 1866 

Elizabeth  Harrison  de  St.  Jo- 
seph     1866 

Isabella     McDonnell     de  St. 

Andre 1866 

Eniilie   Miviile    Dechene     do 

St.  FrauQois  de  liorgia  1866 
Sophie  Herube  de  St.  Michel  1868 
jNIarie  Louise  Deligny  de  Ste. 

Winefride J8G9 

Marie  Antoinette  Adele  Nault 

de  Ste.  Monique 1872 

Catherine    McDonald   de   St. 

Louis 1872 

Margu(u'ite  Perreault  de  Ste. 
Aiiathe 1872 
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liov,  M6re   Tliorsille     Senecal   de   Sfo. 

,,^^"''''^*^ 1873      20 

Mane  Felicite  Bonle  de  Ste. 

^^'■'^''^x't). igj.^       gg 

Isalxdia    iMcDonucU    do    St. 

Stanislas jg-,^       ^^. 

Marg.  Cuddy  de  St.  Atl.auase  1875      83 
Clareuce  Legeiidre  dite  I^iarie 
^^^^'^^^^^y^t^ 1875       49 

Lay- Sisters. 

SaMir  Mane-J(>aiH]e   J3edard    de    St. 

/^^:^^'^^^'« 1760       47 

Ang.  loupaiu  de  Ste.  Martlie  1760       40 

Marguerite  I JedarddeSt.De.jis  1767       40 
Geuevieve  Kuelle  de  St.  IJy. 

^  J7/6       31 

C^ertrude  Ilaniel  de  Ste.  Anne  1778       45 
Marie  Clement  de  Ste.  Vero- 

,/^^"^ 1780      2:i 

M.  Elizabeth    Le  Vasseur  de 

St.  An.broise j^g.^       ^g 

Marg.  Han.el  de  St.  Alexis. .    1790       46 
M.    Angelique  Dery  de  Ste. 

,,™^*^^ ' 1793      60 

M.  Kosalie  Bedard  de  St.  Fr. 

^%'^s _'  j-.j)^       ^^ 

M.   Marguerite  Falardeau  de 

^^•^^^"^"^^^ 1796       37 
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Sa'ur   M.   Ainio   Lo   Vusseur  de    St. 

Amln-olso 1800       35 

^I.  Cliarlotto   CliiuuloUMet  de 

Stc.    Climdo J  804      (Hi 

M.-MMd(d('iiio  llousseuu  de  St. 

Clement. 1801       57 

Angeliqne  iraiiielde  Ste.  Miir- 

guerite 1812       GG 

M.-MiU'giierite  ILiiiiel  de  Ste. 

Cn.ix 1817      03 

M.    Catlierine  Biind<!t  de    St. 

Andre 1817       55 

M.-Joseplite  Lec'lere   de  Ste. 

Tliede 1820      42 

M.-Joseplite  Ilaniel  de  St.  lly- 

ucintlie 1823       50 

AnL:erH[ue  Kousseau  de    Ste. 

^[.•.rtlie 182G      77 

M.-Anne    Ursulo   N(detto    de 

Ste.    Cn.ix 1834      42 

Ceeile  Nt.el  de  Ste.  Marguerite  1838  42 
Genevieve  Lacroix  de  St.  Ni- 

C(das 184.5       6') 

Judith  Bilodeau  de  Ste.  Rose.  1847  02 
!M.  Francoise  Berniclie  de  St. 

Uyac'intlie -. 1857       55 

Madeleine   Boulet   de  St.  Fr. 

Regis 1357       01 

M.-Fran^oise  Leclerc  de  St. 

Alexis 1859      83 
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erite 

1838 

4-2 

Ni- 

•■  •  -  « 

1845 

65 
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1847 
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1857 

55 
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1857 

61 
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Srfur   M.-Fi-Mn^oise  Foiiruicr   de  St 

,,^~-- .^1860       64 

iM.-iModeste  Gjiirnou  de  8te. 

1  lierese  Couture  de  St.  Denis  1864       73 
M.-Aiiiie  IJriere  de  St.   Aiti- 

,,   ^  ^^64      68 

M.-toustuucG   Lallier   de  St. 

,,t'''''^'^' -'l^^^^       44 

M.-ClairoLefc'vredeSt.CJaude   1867      n 
M. -Madeleine    Budiu    de  Ste 

,/'■"■"'" ---18(;8      03 

Marguerite  Saufa^on    de    St. 

^^"t*»i'i^ IS72      34 

Luce  Bouille  de  St.  liegis..  1875      40 

H.  L  P. 

PROFESSED   CiroIR-NUNS  '   1875. 

Hev.  Mere  Adelaide  Plaute  do  St.   Gabriel, 

professed  in '  |rj,- 

Catherine  Couture  de  Ste.  Ursule " '  1818 
Catlierine  Cote  de  Ste.  Agnes....  1818 
Louiso-Fran^oise     Blais     do    Ste 

/^•^tf^ -    1824 

Auno  Barber  de  St.   Fran^ois-Xa- 

™' J808 

Anne  McDounellde  St.Jean  I'Fvau- 
8-e^'«^e J308 

Christine  Vermetto  do  Ste.  Angele  18-'>9 
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Kc'v.  Mere  Aiiiio-Victoire  Wliito  do  Stc.  J.  do 
Cliantal 


j\I.  J.  do  Cluiutal  Lotounioaii  do  St. 


Paul 


M.  Tl.crese  S!>orl(>ck  do  Sto.  Scdio- 


lasti 


quo 


183u 


1H3(I 


1831 


Mario-Lso.  Ay  1  win  do   St.  P]iili})i)0  183:2 
Marie   Serapliino   Trutoau    do   Sto. 


JIUO. 


M.  Josepliiuo  ^Mioliaud  do  Sto.  Co- 


Clio 


1831 


183." 


Catlioriue  ]>urke  do  St.  Tliomas 1835 


Catliorino  Murpliy   do   Sto.    Pliilo- 


iHOue. 


Mai'y-J()SO})liino    Ilolinos    do    Sto. 


;roix. 


Anue-Sopliio  Crotoau  do  Sto.  Ade- 


laide 


1838 


1840 


1842 


Marie-Caroliiie-Georgina  VanFol- 
son  do  St.  Georges 184G 

Marie-Cliristiue  Dolorine  do  St. 
Charles 1846 

Mario-Elizal)cth  Tims  dc  St.  Ca- 


ll 


lenuc 


T84G 


Catliorino  Gossolin  do  Sto.  Claire..   1848 
]\Iario-Adele  Cinioii  do  Sto.   Mario  1850 
M.-Lse.  Stepliauie  Proulx  do  Sto. 
Julie 


Marie-Heuriotte  MoDouell    de    St. 


Al 


() 


yse. 


1850 


1352 
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liev.  Mere  Miirie-Lso.  Godbout  do  St.  Pierro  1855 
01yiiii>oGMjrn()ii  dite  Marie  du  Cariiu'l  1 856 
CatliorineDolierty  de  Ste.  Cliristiue  1857 
Julio  Tliivierge  de  Ste.  Felicite..  1858 
Flavi(}  Gagnoii  de  Ste.  Antoinette.  18G0 
Luce-Ver()ui(iuo  Couture  de  la  Vi- 
sitation      18G1 

Johanna  McDiniald  de  St.   Aloyse  1802 

Leda  Ifanly  do  St.  Aiignytin ]8()3 

M.-L.  O'Sullivan  do  Ste.  Josephine  18G3 
Mario-Malvina   Gagnc    de   St.  lla- 

jdiael 18G3 

Ilelcne   Joncas    do    St.  Etieuno..   18G4 
Marie-Osite   Faucher  de    Ste.   lle- 

lene.... 180G 

Vitaline  Dion  do  St.  Henri 18G7 

Marie-Keine  Girouard  de  Ste.  Ger- 
trude   18G7 

Eitiilie-Antoiuette  lioutier  de   Ste. 

Cordulo 18G7 

Odilo-Luce  Dion  do  Ste.  Eulalie. .   1HG7 

Emma  Nault  do  St.  Josopli 18G8 

Emma  C/imon  do  St.  Jean-Baptiste  18G8 
Celina  Dore  dito  M.  de  la  Presenta- 
tion    18G8 

Elmire  Blanehot    dite  M.  de  I'ln- 

carnation 18G!) 

Adino  Angers  de  Ste.  Madeleine.  -   \ii6\) 
M.-Virginio-Clemontine  de  la  Cho- 
vrotiere  de  St.  Mare 18G1) 
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R6y.  Mero  Georgiiui  Lctournoau  de  I'Assoinp- 
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Vitaline  Gosscliii  de  Ste.  Pi'laLrif. . 
J<)s<'pirmo  Wluiley  cU?  St.  lijuaec. 
J()S(.'[)liiiie  Laroso  (1(?  IJoii-Sccours. 
Kvolino  IJlaiiclict  do  St.  Miclicl... 
Marguerite  McDonald  dite  ^I.  du 
Saer(:^-C(eiir i . 


Marie-Stella  Murray  de  St.  Kdouard 
Elise  Gosseliu  de  St.  Frs.  de  Paule 
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Ilelcue  L(5t(>urueau  dite   M.   de  la 
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Sanir  Marie-Basile  llatte  de  Ste.  Genevieve, 

professed  in ]  822 

jMarie-Esther  Turcot  de  Ste.  Veronique  1843 

Adelaide  Jacques  de  St.  Laurent 1845 

M.  Herinine  Birou  de  Ste.  Candide 1847 

Olive  Fortiu  de  Ste.  Rose 1840 
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Su'ur  ]\Iario  Dcsliiinuiis  do  Sto.  Ai)oiriue lH4f> 

Aiif^elo  JJ;iill;ir^(H)U  (1l»  Sto.  Luce Irtol 

Mario  BediU'd  do   St.  Fraiii^ois ]8.")4 

CandiiKi  ]31aiit'li('t.  de  St.  Alexis l^{j'2 

Fliilouiciiu    Siulilcaii   Moiitreiiil  do    St. 

Boruard 18«  i'i 

A.ureiio  liouille  do  St.  Ilyticiutlio Ir-O.'J 

Mario  Fouriiior  de  St.  Cluiiioiit 18(J4 

M.  Adeline  liertraud  do  St.  Niccdas lf?()r> 

Matliildo  Bergeron  do  Ste.  Tliecle 180(1 

M.  Josephine  Perron  do  St.  Anibroise..  I8(]7 

M.  Elmiro  Naud  do  St.  Denis. J  807 

Cozarine  Herger(>n  de  St.  Aniable 18ll!) 

Caniillo  I'anguay  do  St.  Clando 1870 

Candine  Turgeon  do  St.  Martlio 1871 

Mario  Gosseliu  <lo  Ste.  Gerniaino 1774 

Mario  Paradis  de  St.  Roch ]  874 

Pliilonione  Marcoux  de  St.  Joachim. 1875 
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APPENDIX. 

A  ■     See  page  3G.  —  Version  of  the  following  :■ 

*  liire  Bcrgtire. 

Cli{iiig(M)iis  ici  d'ac-cords ; 
Di«u  !  qiiolle  anloiir  m'ontniino 

Qii'ai>er9()is-jo  ? Uu  Duqiiesue 

Pieiid  terre  sur  cea  bonis  I 
Autrefois,  uotro  Franco 
•     A  SOS  ii(>bl(3S  aieiix 
Dnt  toiito  sa  piiit^sanco  : 
II  viout  par  sa  prosonce 
L'afferuiir  eu  ces  lieux. 

Cborns. 

Que  do  son  grand  nom 

Le  boau  vallon 

Rotentissc ! 
Joignons  nos  pipeaux 
Aux  cliants  noiivoaiix 

Dos  oiseaux. 
Que  tons  les  cotoaux 
Tons  les  banieaiix 

AppLuidisseut ! 
ForQons  les  eclios 
A  se  u>eler  aux  cbants  des  cbalunieaux  ! 
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Nos  vaMix  no  soiit  p;i.s  vaiu.s; 
Ucrgors,  SOILS  itn  tcl  niiiitro 
Nous  hIIom.s  V(»ir  paraitro 
I^<^s  jours  los  plus  sereins. 
Nos  C{iuipai(iu;s  fcrtilos 
r).tns  lo  scin  <!,.  la  paix, 
N*»s  faniil|(>s  fran<juill(>s, 
Nos  f3nu(Mnis  dociles  : 
Tels  sorout  sos  hicnfairs. 

Se. 

Cliors  Borders,  finlssons; 
Qii()  lo  (lieu  (le  la  ly,.(> 
A  (le  plus  forts,  inspire 
Do  plus  nobles  chansons. 
Piir  ma  bouclie  il  s'exprinio  : 
Dans  cet  auoiiste  sant( 
'J'out  est  trop  inairnaniuie, 
Tout,  tr(»p  granc?,  trop  sublimO; 
Pour  notre  faible  chant. 

B.     Amicahle  relations  hetiveen  the  Convent  and 
the  new  government,  page  ill. 

It  may  mjt  be  uninteresting  to  insert  a  r.ttle  note 
written  by  Governor  Murray  to  theCo.nmunify,  after 
his  return  to  England. 

It  shows  that  if  the  E.iglisli  General  knew  how  to 
recognize   the   services   rendered    to    the   sick    and 
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W()nn(^"(l  of  liis  jirniy  like  a  ^'ciitlfiiiiui  and  a  s<»ltli('r ; 
lio  (Mdiltl  jilso  jKrUijC'wlcdgc,  aa  ilclicatfly  an  a  lady,  a 
Hligljtt'i'  favor  : 

Ladiks, 


London,  A2Jril2'h'd  1707. 


I  liavo  r(,Mrc'ivod  tlio  l)Oaiitlfijl  articles  yoti  had  t1i(! 
kiiidiuvss  to  send  nio  ;  tlicy  are  certainly  most  aec('{»t- 
alde  iu  tluMns(dves,  bciiitj  tlio  work  of  skilful  and 
tasteful  lumdH,  Imt  these  gifts  are  es|)e<*i;illy  |»recious 
to  me  oil  account  of  the  feeling  that  has  dictated  tlie 
oifcring.  Jt  is  your  esteinn  and  att.udiment  which  I 
consider,  and  which  I  valne  as  1  ought.  JJut  this 
ucw  pr(K)f  of  your  sentiments  in  my  regard  was  not 
uocossary  to  oonvince  me  that  they  were  unalterable. 
During  my  f^ejourn  in  Canaila,  I  had  a  thousand  oc- 
casions of  appreciating  tliose  kind  feelings  ;  I  am 
most  sensible  to  the  hoaor  and  it  will  ever  be  a  pleas- 
ure to  mo  to  acknowledge  tlio  (d)ligation. 

I  am  persuaded  you  v/ill  continue  to  enjoy  the 
tranquillity  and  hai>})iness  you  merit  :  it  is  the  re- 
compense due  to  your  virtues,  and  the  fruit  of  your 
irreproachable  life.  It  is  tiiese  considerations  that 
have  won  for  you,  Ladies,  the  esteem  and  conlidcMice 
of  all  who  know  you.  Continue  to  enjoy  it.  Fnv 
my  part,  nothing  would  give  mo  greater  pleasure 
than  to  have  an  op])ortunity  to  prove  the  high  con- 
sideration and  attachment  'vith  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain 


Yours  &c. 


3furrat/, 
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C  a       Souvenirs  of  'he  different  Sicfjes  of  Quebec. 

paye  I  Id. 

It  in  not  iiiicouMiiou  to  meet  with  Ciinn(iii-]);ills  and 
l)<)iiil)S  unHjiid  tlio  Convont-gnmndfi.  A  few  yrnrs 
ago,  in  rojmirintr  tlio  rooutftlio  Sainte-Familk'f  (llio 
iiortli  part  of  tlic  ^r(»nasl(.'ry,  occinticd  l)y  tlie  Com- 
iimnity,)  a  eannon-i)aIl  was  found  .still  lod^^cd  !>(»- 
twoon  till)  roof  and  tli<3  wall.  A  Ixunb  waj<  latcdy 
found  bonoatli  tii(3  choir,  hurled  in  the  <'arth  :  it  had 
not  exploded,  and  was  still  full  of  the  materials  with 
which  it  had  been  sent  on  its  errand  of  destruction, 
whether  by  the  English  .<r  by  the  Aniericaiis,  cannot 
bo  said. 


D. 


Bark-dayfi,  page  103. 


From  tlie  letters  of  our  nuns,  as  well  as  from  his- 
tory, we  have  i;ather(?d  the  followini^  details  of  three 
dark  daj/s,  not  like  those  which  were  predicted  but 
did  ?io^  appear  in  1873;  fur  these  did  come,  and 
territied  considerably. 

On  Sunday  the  Dtli  October  1785,  after  a  night 
fearful  as  gusts  of  mind,  claps  of  thunder  and  tor- 
rents of  rain  could  make  it,  the  morning  was  foggy. 
At  al)out  ten  o'clock  an  easterly  wind  arose,  when 
it  suddenly  became  as  dark  as  niglit  for  some  mi- 
nutes. This  was  followed  by  a  thunder-storm  and 
again  by  midnight  darkness,  thus  alternating  all 
the  aft(irnt)oii.  People  dined  by  candle-light.  Our 
Nuns  sang  their  Vespers  with  lights,  as  they  are  wont 


334 


APPENDIX. 


to  WL'ito  tlio  ovdiiiiij:  Office.  In  the  different  <'])urclies 
of  tlie  city,  Divine  Service  liad  to  be  siisixmkUhI  till 
liglits  were  procurcMl;  mikI  in  private  houses,  tlie  after- 
noon })ass(!(l  in  lii^htinj^  tlie  eatidles  and  exii'ignish- 
U\<jr  tli(;in.  Tiie  recurring  })eri()ds  of  total  darkness, 
or  nearly  t»*ral,  lasted  from  seven  to  teu^  or  twelve 
minutes.  The  two  ]>reeeding  days  had  [)reseuted 
similar  appearances,  hut  of  shorter  dnration. 

No  satisfactory  solution  has  ever  been  given  of 
this  extraordinary  plieuomenon.  A  simihir  Dark- 
iJai/  occnrrcid,  extending  all  over  New  England, 
May  19t,h  1780. 


E. 


Thrce-Itivers,  page  193. 


Three-Ilivevs  is,  at  ]>resent,  a  thriving  town, 
having  a  })opnlation  of  11,000  sonls.  It  promises 
to  hccome  a  l.-irge  city,  hy  means  of  tlie  country- 
places  jiround,  and  hy  the  advantages  of  the  North- 
Shorts  Uail-lioad. 

U  has  a  fine,  spacions  cathedral  (1852)  :  and  acol- 
l';ge,  witli  218  students. 

'i'he  T^-sulines,  from  1835  to  1873,  have  nuide  the 
important  additions  to  their  Monastery  of  two  build- 
ings,—80  and  ^>0  ft.  by  50. 


F. 


Visits,  page  208. 


During  several  years  [1814-1834],  when  first  it 
became  customary  for  tlui  citizens  of  tlu^  neighboring 
Republic  to    vioit  Canada,   Bishop  Plessis   and   his 
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successors  judged  proper  tn  itcrmit  tlio  visit  of  the 
Monastery  to  smdi  as  came  particularly  rcconim  jnd- 
ed.  The  same  privilege  could  n(»t  be  refused  to 
strangers  from  England  in  similar  circumstances, — 
still  less  t(j  the  friends  and  rel.itives  of  the  lunis  on 
such  occasions  as  lieceplious,  Professions,  &,c. 

However  agreeahle  or  advantag(M^es  tiiese  visits 
may  have  ])een  to  the  persons  i.dmitted,  the  nuns 
pciceived  plainly  that  these  frequent  iut<'rru[)ti(»ns  of 
the  Classes  were  detrinnnilal  to  good  onh-r,  as  W(dl 
as  to  the  advancement  of  the  pupils.  1l  vvas,  there- 
fore, a  measure  which  they  heartily  approved,  when 
in  1834,  th(?  competent  ecclesiasti(Ml  authority  de- 
ci<led  that   the  rules  of  cloister   should  he  observed. 


Isis  an 


d  hiss 


We  place  here  the  correction  of  an  error  that  oc- 
curs on  ^;«^e  2 10: — The  portrait  of  Mother  St.  Henry 
which  we  [)ossess  is  the  same  that  was  executed  for 
Dr.  McLoughlin  of  Paris.  After  the  death  of  that 
friend  and  benefactor  of  the  Ursidines  of  Queb(!c, 
the  portrait  was  returned  to  us  at  the  special  request 
of  his  niece,  Mother  Josephine  Michaud  of  St.  Ceci- 
lia. 

C,  i)age  233. 

The  Ursulincs  of  Charle.'ifown,  Mass. 

In  reserving  a  note  here,  it  was  our  intention  to 
give  a  succinct  account  of  the  foundation  and  the 
destruction  of  the  Convent  of  Charlestown.     But  we 
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liHVO  foiHid  tlie  snlnoct  trcatod  in  so  sutisfactory  r* 
i)i;niii('rl)y  tlio  Editor  ot'tli(3  CJidrkstown  .idcertiser 
Boston,  B.F.  Do  Costa,  Esq.,  tliat  wo  would  reftn*  onr 
read(n-s  to  liis  very  intcn-csting  pamphlet,  entitled 
''  Sister  Sainto  Claire."  It  is  a  sketeli  of  the  life  of 
this  hunihle  and  pious  Kcdiirions,  a  relative  oftlie 
able  and  impartial  writer.  We  Inive  also  our  thanks 
to  oH'cr  for  his  very  amiable  notice  of  the  Glimpses, 
of  which  he  speaks  as  ^'  thorougljly  picturesque  and 
deserving  to  be  read.  ^' 

The  destination  of  the  Ursulines  left  homeless  on 
the  fatal  lltb  of  August,  we  shall  briefly  state. 

The  y(>angest  novice,  Sr.  St.  Henry  (^Nliss  Cath. 
Quirk)  far  gone  in  consumption,  received  a  terrible 
shock  on  the  night  ihe  Convent  wa&  burned,  and 
died  a  fev»^  days  later. 

Three  gave  the  remaining  years  of  their  lives  to 
the  Ursulines  of  Quebec.  The  lay-sister,  Grace 
0'D(»yle  of  St.  Bernard  died  in  1838 ;  Mother 
Elizabeth  Harrison  of  St.  John,  (wbo  bore  the  name 
of  St.  Joseidi  here)  lived  to  serve  lier  ado})ted  Com- 
munity thirty  years  ^;  Mother  IMary  Barber  of  St. 
Ben(;dict,  but  twelve.  The  memory  of  both  is 
cherished,  not  only  by  tlieir  sister-lleligious,  but 
by  all  who  ever  had  the  advantage  of  being  their 
pu})ils. 

Mothers  St.  Josepb  (^liss  O'Keefe)  and  St.  Ursula 
(Miss  Chace)  joined  the  Ursulines  of  Three  Rivers  : 
the  former  is  living  at  this  date  ;  the  latter  died  a 
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few  years  ago,  at  tlie  advanced  age  of  84.  Motlier 
Mary  Augustine,  (Miss  Frances  O'Keefe)  and  the 
two  lay-sisters  DeCosta  of  St.  Clare,  and  Elizabeth 
Beimet  of  St.  Ambrose,  joined  the  Ursulinea  of 
New  Orleans  :  the  two  latter,  have  since  been 
called  to  their  reward.  Mother  St.  Augustine,  has 
been  appointed  Superior  of  her  Community  several 
times,  aud  occupies  that  office  of  trust  aud  respou- 
sibility  at  the  present  date. 


H. 


Pape  240. 


Mother  Cecilia  0^ Corneal/,  in  religion  Mother  Mary 
of  the  Incarnation. 

We  subjoin,  as  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  a  dearly 
beloved  teacher,  an  extract  from  a  letter,  written  tlie 
day  after  her  death. — It  was  addressed  to  a  mem- 
ber of  another  Community  w^ho  had  spent  some  days 
with  us  : — 

..Our  beloved  Mother  de  PIncarnation  is  counted 
with  us  no  more  !  To-morrow  morning  her  dear  re- 
mains will  belaid  in  that  lowly  bed,  where  they  will 
rest  till  the  breath  of  the  AngeFs  trumpet  shall  bid 
them  rise  to  immortality.  Dear  blessed  soul  !  she 
had  fulfilled  a  long  career,  and  yet  we  hoped  she 
would  be  spared  a  little  longer.  A  few  months  ago 
she  completed  her  seventy-sixth  year.  She  had 
been  visibly  failing  during  the  past  twelve  months, 
but  we  were  so  accustomed  to  see  her  pale  emaciated 
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figure,  tliat  the  clinnge  wus  not  very  striking.  Uoi- 
clasa-rooin  was  th'-onged  as  usual  until  tlio  lOtli 
December,  vvlieu  slie  was  prostrated  never  to  rise 
again.  Tliere  lias  been,  however,  no  particiil;ir 
malady,  but  rather  a  general  decline,  as  of  age  and 
long  iutirniity,  which  at  last  ended  in  death.  With 
the  full  use  of  her  strong  faculties,  with  that  depth 
of  piety  for  which  she  was  so  remarkable,  she  re- 
ceived the  last  rites  of  our  Holy  Religion.  She  lin- 
gered on  till  the  8tli  March,  when  at  11  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  after  a  last  Absolution  from  her  Con- 
fessor, and  with  a  few  watchers  by  her  side,  the 
feeble  chord  of  life  silently  gave  way — the  glorious 
day  which  knows  no  evening  had  dawned  upon  the 
trembling  soul.  ''  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  d'u)  in 
the  Lord  ;  for  they  rest  from  their  labours,  and  their 
works  do  follow  them. — " 

Her  works  !  they  were  those  of  a  life  of  seventy 
years.  From  her  pious  parents  -of  the  old  stock — 
she  imbibed,  even  from  the  cradle,  the  sweet 
milk  of  piety.  At  nineteen  slie  had  joined  Mother 
Seton  in  founding  a  Community  which  is  now  the 
glory  of  the  Church  in  America.  Disappointed,  how- 
ever, in  the  Institution,  which  she  had  expected 
would  have  been  a  Monastery  of  Ursulines,  she 
never  ceased  to  sigh  for  the  cloister.  Bound  by  the 
strictest  friendship  to  Mother  Seton,  sho  w^mld  not 
abandon  the  Institution  during  the  life-time  of  the 
Foundress.  From  the  time  of  that  saintly  woman's 
death,  however,  she  renewed  her  entreaties  to  be  al- 
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lowed to  follow  the  vocation  vv-hicli  she  felt  was  hers, 
and  at  last  obtained  the  coveted  favor.  In  1825,  slie 
was  admitted  into  the  Novitiate  of  this  house,  and  in 
1827,  pronounced  her  vows  with  the  satisfaction  of 
one  who  at  last  has  taken  possession  of  an  invaluable 
treasure. 

During  the  forty  years  it  was  given  lier  to  labor 
in  the  vineyanl  of  tlie  Lord  as  an  Ursulitie,  she  was 
an  indefatigable  teaclier.  It  was  truly  tlie  salvation 
of  souls  that  was  her  point  of  view  in  everytliing. 
The  lives  of  the  Saints;  [)i()us  and  edifying  exam- 
ples, which  she  had  witnessed  ;  maxims  of  virtue 
the  groat  truths  of  religion,  of  which  she  felt  the 
force  in  a  most  remarkable  degn^e ;  these  were  with 
her  unfailing  topics  of  conversation,  which  she  kn^iw 
how  to  vary,  to  adapt  to  the  circumstances,  and  to 
render  efF(*ctive.  Her  devotion  to  the  Passion,  to 
the  Holy  Infancy,  and  indeed  to  all  the  Mysteries  of 
our  holy  Religion,  was  une(|ualled.  The  Represen- 
tations of  tliese  holy  sc(nies,  in  the  Spai:ish  taste, 
were  among  the  means  she  employed  to  impart  a 
spirit  of  piety  to  the  pupils.  She  was  never  too 
w^eary  nor  too  occu])i('d  to  undertake  those  pious  de- 
C(M-ations,  but  slie  could  not  see  tliem  debased  to  a 
mere  entertainment  of  curiosity.  When  slie  assem- 
bled the  children  around  the  crib  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  Cross,  she  wished  them  to  meditate  and  pray. 
It  was  then  her  piety  gave  her  eloquence  and  lent 
lier  strength.  Few  of  the  pupils  who  have  spent  a 
Christmas  or  a  Holy  Week  here  for  the  last  forty 
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yejii's,  will  over  fail,  as  tiiese  Holy  Amiiversuries  come 
round,  to  tliiuk  of  poor  dear  Mdre  de  VIncarnaiio)L. 

Ursidines,  Quebec. 
March,  ]i)th,  18G5. 

I .     Page  248. 

Visit  of  the  Lefjislature,  183G. 

The  Ursulines,  counting  upon  an  iudtMnnity  for 
the  l<»ss  of  their  jjroperty  in  France,  liad  contrjicted 
d<'hts  in  their  late  reparations  for  the  Boariling- 
School.  At  tlie  same  time  tlie  ohl  buihling  that 
served  for  the  Externs,  was  crumhling  witli  decay, 
and  needed  restoration. 

In  such  circumstances,  they  made  an  application 
for  pecuniary  aid  from  tlie  Legishiture,  and  received 
tlie  SUM",  of  $2000.  It  was  au  opportunity  of  which 
these  Honorable  Gentlemen  took  advantage;  to  tes- 
tify their  esteem  of  the  Institution,  as  follows  : 

'^  As  a  Boarding-Sclio(d  for  young  ladies,  tin;  Ur- 
suline  Convent  is  universally  acku(>wh'dg('d  to  be 
one  of  the  best  in  the  C(auitry.  These  Keligious 
ladies  are  entirely  devoted  to  the  education  of  young 
gills,  and  they  have  contribute<l  greatly,  from  the 
earliest  settlement  of  Canada,  to  forin  the  manners 
aud  to  engrave  in  tin;  youthful  mind  the  purest  prin- 
ciples of  morality,  joined  to  habits  of  industry  and 
order  :  nor  have  they  over  demanded  aid  from  the 


iCiiislature 


&( 


Les  Ursidines  de  Quehec,  p.  676 


ArrKNDix. 


'Ml 


ersaries  coine 
[ncarnaiio)i. 


3G. 

iiuli'.iniiity  for 
bju\  i-ontrMcted 
the  Boiinli"?- 
\  l)ail(lnig   Uuit 
with  ilecay, 


>g 


,  Mil  application 
re,  aiul  received 
tiinity  of  ^vbicil 
avantat;(!  t<»  tes- 
ts follows  : 
r  ladies,  the  Uv- 
,)\vl*'dg<'d  to  be 
Tliese  Religious 
lueatiou  of  young 
rreatly,  froui  tlie 
nu  the  iiuiuuers 
the  purest  \>i-iu- 
of  industry  and 
ed  aid  from  tiu^ 

le  Quebec,  p-  676. 


J. 


Page  254. 


Examinations,  at  a  recent  date. 
Tlie  Morning  Chronicle  lias  .i.  detailed  account  of 
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Tliis  ancient,  educational  and  religious  estahlisli- 
nient  has  earned  for  itself  during  the  course  of  iniiny 
years — we  were  almost  saying  centuries— a  w*>rl(l- 
wide  re})utati(»n,  which  is  second  to  none  for  the  ex- 
eelh'ut  provisions  there  inadc^  for  tlie  liiuhest  ins- 
truction and  training  of  female  children.  Every 
year  new  laurels  are  obtained,  ami  additional  prestige 
accpiired  by  the  good  ladies  who  superintend  this 
estimable  work.  In  every  (piarter  of  the  North 
American  continent  there  may  l)e  found  ladies,  lead- 
ers of  brilliant  and  intellectual  social  C(»teries,  wlioso 
acquirements,  accomplisliments  and  refinement  are 
due  almost  entirely  to  the  devoted  care  paid  to  tlieui 
by  the  nuns  of  the  Ursuline  Convent  of  Qu(d>ec,  iu 
tlieir  maiden  school-giri  days 


It  was  exceedingly  i)leasant  to  find  that  the  prizes 
distributed  hy  Madame  Caron  at  the  convent  yester- 
day afteruoon  were  as  well  merited  as  ever  hy  the 
fair  contestants  for  knowledge,  the  same  spacious 
nmge  of  subjects,  some  of  them  abstruse  and  scief- 
titic  enough  to  frighten  away  mahj  graduates  In 
spite  of  three  powerful  rival  attractions,  the  halls  of 
the  Ui'suliue   Convent  echoed  to  the  tread  of  man- 
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l)(M'1('ss  \'vv\  M  full  lioiir  nnd  M  Imlf  lK'ror(>  llir  time 
niiiioiuK'cd  lor  llic  ('(imnuMUMMiuMil  of  tin' |ir<>LI'".'niiiiu». 
M;inv  \vl»«»  wvvo  not  so  (Icsiroiis  of  ('lioo.sinu  scmIm, 
iiicliidinuj  :i  Imtijo  r(Hifint;riit  of  it.'ucnts,  inspcctnl  tlui 
lovely  m}m'('1mi(Mis  »>r  llicir  (1miiu:1iI(Ms'  HUill  wlurli  \v*mm^ 
<»xliil)il(>(l  on  laMcs  mvi'miiujcmI  Mroiiiid  oik'  of  llio  ix\",\\- 
<m1  itMi'lonrs  ol'tl)*'  convent.  'I'ini<»  wonid  not  pcrniil, 
or.'idetjuled  inspection  or  any  atlenipt  at.  deHcription 
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lere  was  ;i 


v<Mit;.lde  nnfxtmis  de  rivhessrs,  ntte.ly  confusini;  to 
\}\o  tnah'  liiinl.  eu'indy  ijj^norant  of  tinii  line  art,  wiiich 
from  tlie  earliest  aii^es  and  pre-(»xist(nit  to  paint int;, 
scuiplun>  or  ninsic,  lias,ij;iven  to  woni  :a  a  otnitinnons 
gionrc(>  of  nsefnl  occnpation  \'<>v  her  \vorkin,i>;  lionr.s 
as  well  as  a  pleasant  amnsenjent  for  lu  r  leisnro 
on»\s....  I*roc(Mvlini;;  tlience  to  tin*  np])er  Ilali,  it  now 
beinij  two  (t'cloek,  we  found  that  iMadanie  Charon, 
accomoanied  by  others  of  th(»  LiiMitenant-Governor's 
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family,  ('scortcd  by  Col.  Aniyot,  A.D.C,  liad  arrived^ 
Sh(»  was  introdr  ed  to  the  chair  of  honor  by  Moii- 
sii>nor  Cazeau,  \'icar  (ieneral.  A  larLje  suit«  of  our 
best  known  citizenc^sses,  who  canu*  in  at  the  same 
time,  occup^Ml  places  on  the  front  S(»ats.  Father 
J.enn)ine,  spiritual  director  of  tlie  Ursuline  Convent, 
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nuiny  others  wlios(»  names  we  could  not  ascertain, 
also  took  tlieir  i)iaces  ne.tr  th(^  dais,  whicli  was 
shortly  afterwards  taken  up  by  the  sclndars  who 
tiled  in.  as  fair  and  fresh  a  bevy  )f  young  ^irls  as 
one  would  wisli  to  see,   all  arrayed  as  thoy  wore  ia 
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flieir  virijiiiMl  roltcH  of  piin'Mt  wliilc,  relieved  only  l>y 
the  eulor  <»('  llic  hmsIi  dislinclive  of  tlie  particular 
order  to  vvliich  lliey  Ixdon^....  Tiieii  caiiie  a  dishi- 
luition    of  prizes    hy    the   Lady   nf  tlie    liieutenant- 
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dd 
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lovernor,   she  adding    many   encouraging    vvdkIs  to 

the  ^i ft  when  pr(^s(tiitiii^    it 'I'lie  Insirnuieiilai  and 

Vocal  Music.  \\lii(di  coinposed    llie    rest  nftlie  enter- 
tainment was  well    selected  and    in  every   particnli 
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IMi(>  Jour»(d  (Ic  Q}(fhrc  comincMices  thus  : — 
nisi'iMiunioN  in;s  i»kix   ah  (iouvkni'  dkh  uhsu- 

MNKS    1)10    QIIKIIK(!. 

Vendredi  dernier  a  en  lien,  an  (rouvent  des  Uisii- 
lines,  la  distrihnti(»n  soleiimdle  des  prix  anx  eleves 
pensloiuiaires  de  rctte  institution.  Comm*!  tonjoiirs 
hi  m'ande  salle  Jivait  [>ein((  ii  eoiitenir  les  noinhreux 
pHr<'nts  et  amis  (h's  i'lev(;s. 

Tons  les  ans  In  menn)  saison  ramene  la  memo 
fete  et  [)vMirtant  le  public  y  reviiMit.  toiijonrs  av(M?  lo 
niT'im^  empressement.  Coinment  pourrait-il  en  etro 
jintrement,  <piand  on  soiiij;*'  a  I'interet  imnuMise  ({no 
iiotis  devons  attacher  a  I'edncation  de  la  |enness<», 
et  ([u'on  se  rapp(dle  hi  dette  de  reconnaissance  f[UO 
notr(^  bo!ni<>  vilie  de  Quebec  et  le  pays  tout  entier 
r.i>t  contracttM^  envers  les  t'emmes  devoiie(\s  ([iii  con- 
iiiuKMit  parmi  nous,  avec  taut  d'eclat,  I'ljeuvre  com- 
mencee,  il  y  a  plus  (h^  deux  siecles,  par  la,  Mer(i  M. 
de  rincarnation.  Si  les  n'compenses  d(!  la  terre  ont 
pen  de  p/ix  pour  ces  umes  d'elite,   elles  peiiveut  du 
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moitia  voir  diiiiH  lo  n'spci't  dcnit  on  l(;a  ontumv^, 
et  'liuis  lit  {»o|)ularitc  do  Iciir  <Mis('ii,ni('m('iit,  iiii 
iiidic(!  quo  lours  travMiix  n'oiit  pas  iniiii(|MO  d'Tiro 
a]>i>rc(rieH.  Eii  nous  iiivitant  ohfiquo  amiec^  a  vmir 
voir  los  tiiomplio.s  do  l(Mir.s  clovoa,  olios  nous  fonr- 
nis^t'iitroocasloii  df  oonstator  (^ii'cilos  n'oiit  pas  tailli 
dam  l(Hir  tuclio.     La  seaiico  do   vciidrcdi  on  est  uiio 

prouvo  6<'lataiit(' 

L<^  pnii^MiUiiiiK^  ^tait  Ixillaiit.  et  (join]>l(»-f . 
C'otait  un  vrai  concert,  dans  Iciiuoi  la  dls- 
trilxitioii  <1('S  prix  anx  divorsos  classos  snccodait 
altcrnativcniont,  soit  un  clicoiir,  soil  im  niorccaii 
d'orcliostro  dont  I'ox^cntlon  otait  itartaito.  'J'rois 
lionros  diirant  nous  avctns  etc  sons  lo  cliaroK^  do 
colto  ninsi([n(',  ot  dos  dniotions  ([ni  ac<'oinpa^nont 
tonjonrs  cos  tetos,  ot  cliaque  i'ois  <pio  los  jeunos  vir- 
tuosos sont,  nn'ouuos  sur  la  sccno  pour  clu'rchv.T 
lours  reconiponsos,  los  applaudissoinonts  clialonroux 
d(i  I'auditoiro  lour  out  prouvo  coirihiou  tons  ctaiout 
ravis  do  leur  cliant,  do  lour  bouno  tonuo 

AVo  tak<'  from  tlio  Courrier  du  Canada,  at  anotlior 
dato,  the  following  : — ■ 

LES  UK8ULINKS  DK  QUEBEC. 

Joudi  a})res-inidi  a  eu  lieu,  dans  la,  grando  sallo 
du  monastero  dos  Ursulinos,  la  distribution  solou- 
i]oll(^  dos  prix  aux  dievos  ponsi(Unniiros  et  nii-{)on- 
sionnairos  do  cottc;  }>recioiiSO  institution.  Un  pul)lic 
d'elito  s'etait  donne  la  rondoz-vous. 

JJans  la  sallo,  ddcordo  avoc  uno  siniplicite  ploiuo 
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d«'  ^oLlt,  on  voyait  les  tlesaina  an  crayon  ot  u  I'lmilo 
faits  (liiraiit  I'Mnnde  ;  lea  ouvnigtis  on  circ  ot  a  rai;:ijille 
^taieut  (fxposds  ilana  h)  parloir.  Nona  no  snrprou- 
ili'ona  |u?rsonne  on  disant  quo  tona  coa  ouvragos  font 
h,  la  fois  liounour  anx  jonnea  ol6vos  qui  los  ont  0x6- 
cntes  et  aux  ven6rabloa  rolig'usuaos  qui  lea  ont  tliri- 
gdcs  dans  leura  tnivaux. 

La  partio  iiiiis'K'aio  do  la  s(5an(!0  a  6[6  a  la  liail- 
tenr  do.  la  partio  littorairo.  II  y  a  ovidonniitiit, 
parnii  los  oxcidloutca  et  devoiieoa  inatitntricoa  do  la 
coimiiunante,  d*)  vdritaldos  artiatoa  en  ninsi((ii('  ;  il 
n'cst  pas  facile  d'oxprupjorantroniont,  le  ane<*es  ([n'out 
reiiiporte,  j*''idi,  les  j(nin(^s  elovea  qu'ellca  out 
f( 


on  noes. 


Tout  lo  mondo  a  admire,  })oiidant  I'executioii  des 
diflerentes  parties  du  prognunirio  si  varies  do  la 
stance,  la  tonne  irreprocliable  des  elevos  et  leur 
maintien  a  la  fois  modesto  ot  gracieux. 

Lady  B(dleau  prcsidait  la  feto  ot  avait  Inon  voula 
so  (diarger  elle-iiitMiie  do    la   distrihution    des   coii- 
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Ell 
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do  eette  taeho  avec  cetto  grace  cliarniante  (pii  la 
caracteriso.  Kilo  avait  a  sea  cotea,  ptmr  ap}>l;nidir 
h,  cliaque  conronnenient,  un  brillant  etat-inaj<tr  ti'ad- 
Tnirat«'nrs  du  nionaatere,  recrute  dans  lea  })lus  liuutes 
splieros  do  noire  societe.  On  .reiuarquait,  entro 
aiures,  PHon.  preaichuit  du  aoiiat,  I'liou.  premier 
iiiini:-tre  ile  la  province  do  Quelx'C,  IMiou.  M.  Heau- 
bien,  I'liou.  AL  Chausaogros  do  Lery,  Son  ilouuour 
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k^  iimiro  do  Qii^Ik'c,  M.  le  Graud-vicaire  Cazctiu,  et 
un  in)inbr(;ux  clei^6. 

To  concbiUo  we  placo  hero  tlio  present, 

COURSE  OF  STUDIES  (French  and  English.) 

llea<lnig  and  Writliii^  ;  (inumnar,  Literature,  and 
ConipoHltion  :  Aritliiiietic,  Bookkeeping,  Giionn^try, 
and  Algebra  ;  History,  Ancient  and  Modern,  Geo- 
grapby  and  tlio  ns(»  of  tb(f  Globes  ;  Astronoujy  ;  Pliy- 
sicH  and  Cbeuiistry,  witb  apparatus;  Botany  and 
other  branches  of  Natural  IIist(»ry  ;  Music,  instru- 
mental and  vocal, — the  Piano-f(>rt<',  Harp,  Guitar, 
Organ  ;  various  useful  and  oruMuiental  accoinplish- 
irients  ;   Foreign  languages,  &.C.,  &c. 

Numbers  of  Boarders  (1875-7(3)  ml ',  II.-Boardera 
i;30,  Externs,  204. 

Nuns  actually  (unployed  in  t(iachiug,  50. 

K .     Page  256. 

Normal  School  for  forming  female  teachers. 

These  young  girls  ar<^  Boarders,  GO  in  number  at 
present  receiving  their  education  from  a  cbu-gyniau, 
the  Principal  of  \]\v  Laval-Normal-School,  and 
from  two  lay-men,  Messrs.  Toussaint  and  Lacasse. 
Messrs.  Ernest  and  Edouard  Gagnou  are  the  pro- 
fessors of  Music. 

The  Principals  liave  been  thus  far  : 

Kev.  J.  E.  Iloran — since  Bishop  of  Kingston. 
Kev.  J.  Lnngevin, — since  Bishop  of  Rimouski. 
llev.  P.  Chaudonuet  and  Rev.  P.  Lagace. 
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TIio  fouudor  of  tlic  lusitution  wa.s  Hon.  P.  J.  0. 
Cliauvcau,  SiiiM>riiit('ii(l«'nt  of  Kthiciitiuu  iu  Caiiatla 
diiritig  25  yi'ius,  and  Editor  of  llic  Journal  of  Edu- 
cation. 

Hon.  0.  Oniinot,  proseut  Supcrintendout  of  Edu- 
cation. 

L .     l^f'ffc  2Gf). 

Dimensions  of  the  hmhlings. 

St.  Augustine  or  main-huihJing,  proctod  in  1(112  ; 
burnt  in  l(l.'>()  :  rt4)iiilr,  on  tlic  isanu,'  foundations  : 
DiuK'Hsiona  :  JiiU  x  \M\  :  iid  story  \S\^'l. 

Notre- Dame- de- Grace  ;  built  18.')4 — 120  x  50. 

St.  Joseph  ;— 1858— dim.  100  n  50. 

Holy-Family— mSG.  Novitiate  1712  :  210  x  30. 

St.  Thomas— 1860  -dim.  G3  x  42. 

Marie-de-V Incarnation  —1874 — 03  x  42. 

Extern- School  on  tbe  site  of  Madame  de  la  Pel- 
triers  House; — built  1043  : — rebuilt  and  enlarged 
1830—00  X  38. 

The  Church,  commenced  1717 — 100  x  40. 

The  Choir  or  Chapel,  1717—100  x  38. 

St.  Ursula,  erected  iu  1050,  forming  tlieu  the 
Nuns'  choir;  burnt  and  rebuilt  1080-88  :  demolislied 
and  rebuilt  1873.  Parlors  built  1710,  rebuilt  1809 ; 
dim.  of  the  whole  138  x  40. 

St.  Angela,  J  830— dim.  100  x  40.     All  the  build- 
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ings  are  three  stories,  attics  not  included ; — J/,  de 
Vine,  four  stories. 

Couuectiug  pas:niges,  kitcliou, — lengtli  124. 

Total  length  1324  ft. 

M  .  page  291.     Advent  of  Dominion. 

The  followiug  little  Poem,  spohca  hy  one  of  the 
young  ladies  in  18G7,  before  tlie  audience  of  the 
Examination,  will  show  that  the  great  event  of  that 
year  was  not  viewed  with  indilU'rcuce,  even  from 
the  cloister. 

A    GREETING    TO   DOMINION. 

In  olden  times,  when  yet  Doininion  lay 

Deep  in  primeval  forests, — nndiscerned,  [true, 

They  called  this  laud.  New  France,  those  Frenchmen 

lirave,  loyal  pioneers  !  and  thought  the  name 

A  happy  omen  : — One  to  rouse  tlie  soul 

To  uol.le  enmlation.     'Twas  the  Franco 

Of  other  days, — the  France  Clotilda  made. 

And  Clovis — prince  who  wore  his  sword  for  God. 

The  France  of  Charlemai'i,the  good  and  great, — 

Of  Sainted  Blanche,  and  him,  her  son, 

Louis,  the  pure  of  hbart.     Tiie  Fiance  they  loved 

Was  titled—*'  Eldest  Daughter  of  the  Church.'' 

Secure  she  stood,  girded  with  truth  sublime 

Twining  her  peerless  Lily  round  the  Cross  ! 

O'er  all  her  sunny  p!:iins,  the  voice  of  prayer 

And  praise  made  musi(;.     Sacred  temple.s  rose. 

And  opened  wide  their  portals,  not  iu  vaiu  | 
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Tliore  knelt  tlio  uoblest  of  a  godly  laud, 
With  peasuuts,  happy  iu  tlieir  hmnhlo  lot. 
Tliou  generous  princes  h)ved  a  Pontitt'  King  : 
Tliey  duly  honored  him  wlioui  Christ  lias  made 
Tlie  Potentate  of  2ouls  throughout  the  world. 

'Twas  not  that  reckless  France  wliieh  rushes  now 
Blindfold  along  the  precipice,  unshrived ; 


To  ruin  rushes  in  her  foolish  pride, 


Boasting  of  science, — yet  denying  God  ! — 
His  right  to  reigu  over  the  souls  of  men. 

Oh!  Canad.i,  my  country  !   be  it  thine 
To  save  that  birth-right,  idly  Hung  away. 
If  France  no  more  deserve  the  title  high. 
Once  hers  by  acclamation, — '^  Christian  realm,'' 
''  The  first  iu  glorious  deeds  ; — iu  honor  first ! — " 
If  she  forsake  her  noble  mission  — haste 
To  nuike  it  thine.     Be  France,  renewed  in  thee ! 
While  Europe's  monarchies  iu  vice  o'ergrowu, 
Make  ruiu  sad  in  their  disastrous  fall. 
Lift  high  thy  nuitchless  coronal,  that  wreath, 
Of  fragrant  maple  leaves  !  Keep  to  thy  crest. 
The  skilful  Beyver.     Ponder  well  thy  ways. 
'Tis  no  light  thing  to  stand  enict  and  free 
Without  a  bloody  strife.     No  crimson  gore 
Has  deluged  thy  fair  fields.     No  battle  tierce 
With  Mother-land,  nor  sister  province  round. 
But,  Heaven  protected  now,  e'en  as  of  yore, 
^Tis  Providence  provides  the  issue  safe, 
And  scret. IS  from  peril.     Therefore  may  we  trust 
Thou  still  shalt  be  New  France  iu  very  deed, 
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Where  now  Doniiuion  stretches  proud  lier  arms 
From  (listaut  sea  to  sea.     0  may  tliy  soil, 
Once  fertilized  hy  niartyrs'  blood,  still  bloom  ! 
While  equal  rights  and  equal  laws  shall  make 
Rkligion,  and  her  handmaid  Sciknck,  rule. 
The  Celt  .tad  Saxon,  mingling  in  one  race — 
Like  various  hues  of  beauty  in  one  ray — 
Shall  form  one  mighty  people  in  the  land 
Whose  queen  is  pkace  and  virtuio,  whose 
GivJCAT  King  is  God  ! 

UrsuUnes,  QueheCf 

July,  M.  18G7. 
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N,  B. — For  the  solce  of  uniformity^  we  have 
maintained  in  this  conchiding  vol.  of  the  Glimpses 
OP  THE  Monastery,  the  same  printer^s  date 
(1875),  as  in  the  preceding  vol.  :  although^  for 
reasons  already  stated^  the  loorTc  has  not  been 
completed  within  the  twelve  months. 
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